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1 Matthew 5:13–16
2 John 13:34

You just never know
Editorial

by
John HalfordDo you remember that line from the poem by 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow? 
“I shot an arrow in the air, 

It fell to earth I know not where.”
I was reminded of this a few days ago. The editor 

sent me some statistics from this magazine’s web site 
(http://wcg-klang.net/). Apparently it is possible to not 
only how many ‘hits’ we have each day, but where they 
come from. This makes interesting reading. 

As you’d expect, most come from Malaysia and 
Singapore, and quite a lot from the USA. But there are 
a surprising number of people checking our web site 
from literally all around the 
world. Just looking at the list, 
I see we had visitors from 
Romania, China, Mexico, 
Vietnam, Argentina, the United 
Arab Emirates and France. 
There were also quite a lot 
from the Ivory Coast, a French 
speaking country in Africa. 

We tend to think of our 
circulation (and thus our 
impact) in terms of the 
‘real’ magazine—the one 
you are holding now. That 
circulation, now 20,000 is 
basically limited to Malaysia 
and Singapore, our primary 
audience. But because we put 
a full-text version on line, our 
readership goes far beyond 
our immediate region. So 
these words may be read on a 
screen almost anywhere in the 
world. (Why not write or email 
and let us know—ptasia@
myjaring.net)

Our writers should find this 
exciting. You just never know 
how and where something 
you have written may be 
the instrument that changes 
someone’s life.  It might not be 
a great piece of prose. It may 
not even be the main point of 
the article. Sometimes it is just a word of a phrase that 
sets off a train of thought, or locks disjointed pieces of 
information into a coherent message, and bring about a 
“Eureka” moment in someone’s understanding. 

I have been writing and editing material for Christian 
magazines for over thirty years. I am often asked by 
aspiring writers, ‘what is the secret of a successful 
article?’ My answer is ‘Don’t try too hard.’ We get many 
manuscripts from new authors, hopeful of breaking 
into Christian writing. These first-time manuscripts 
often are all-encompassing extravaganzas about the 

greatness of God’s love, or the depth of Jesus’ suffering, 
or the depravity of sin or the glorious promises of 
grace—and sometimes all of the above! 

I understand—spiritual insights do tend to come in 
tsunamis, and when they do, creative people want 
to share them with the world. Trouble is, your great 
insight, so irresistibly clear to you, just washes over 
most people and makes no impact. So I usually write 
back and say, “Now you have got that out of your 
system, send me a morsel that our readers can digest.” 

Let me offer hopeful writers a simple formula: 
show or tell people something they don’t know, 

about something they are 
interested in, in a way they can 
understand. That is actually 
good advice not only for 
writers, but the Christian life in 
general. You just never know 
how something you do or say 
will be the catalyst that makes 
the difference. 

Professor Rodney Stark of 
Baylor University has done 
some remarkable research 
on the development of 
Christianity in the Roman 
Empire. He has showed 
that the faith grew, not 
in response to elaborate 
campaigns, dramatic miracles 
or powerful evangelism. 
Those might sometimes have 
been instrumental in getting 
attention. But it was the steady, 
consistent, generosity and 
spirit of service of those early 
believers that made an impact. 
They didn’t do it to “get 
members.” They took seriously 
Jesus’ command to be “salt 
and light.” 1 In the often harsh, 
dog-eat-dog environment 
of the Roman Empire, they 
showed their friends and 
neighbours a better way to 
live. 

Most of you reading this will never see your written 
work in print. But if you yourself are “the genuine 
article,” you can be “published” every day—by living 
the life of love Jesus commanded.2 You’d be surprised 
how often a small act of kindness or a word of 
encouragement will be noticed and remembered. And 
for someone, somewhere, sometime, it may make all 
the difference.  ❏
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What our readers say:

Although The Plain Truth is sent free of 
charge, it is not without cost. Each copy 
is made possible by the generosity of 
others. So we are very grateful for those 
readers who send a donation, and make 
it possible for us to continue to publish 
the good news of the Gospel.
We welcome your comments. Letters for 
this section should be addressed to:
“Letters to the Editor”, The Plain Truth, 
Locked Bag 2002, 41990 Klang, Selangor, 
Malaysia.
or sent via electronic mail to: 
ptasia@myjaring.net

The editor reserves the right to use letters 
so addressed in whole or in part, and to 
include your name and edit the letter for 
clarity and space.

The articles in the Plain Truth magazine 
provide encouragement and inspiration 
for confronting life’s challenges in the 
complex world we live in and help me in 
my spiritual growth.
Suresh Parikh
Kuala Lumpur

In this complex world and era of 
globalisation, I need this magazine for 
guidance and spiritual knowledge in order 
to find the true meaning of life and human 
struggles.
Albert K S Chan
Ipoh

As a two-year-old believer, it has greatly 
helped me grow in my faith. The articles 
are also relevant and easy to understand. 
Please continue the good work. God bless.
Ang Eng Siew
Kuala Lumpur

The Plain Truth is easy to read and 
understand. Most of the articles are 
relevant to our daily needs. Perhaps you 
could write more articles on teenagers. 
Thanks to all the staff and the editor for 
your valuable contribution. May God bless 
all of you in the ministry. 
Rita Lee
Singapore

The Plain Truth changes my way of 
thinking and enhances my faith in God. 
May God’s showers of blessing be with all 
of you faithful servants of God in the years 
ahead. 
Francis Tan
Singapore

The articles are so inspiring for me and 
motivate me to be more Christ-like and 
compassionate. I would like to thank all 
the writers and staff of the Plain Truth for 
being so generous in giving us the free 
magazine.
Theresa Tay
Singapore

The Plain Truth articles are stimulating, 
interesting and down-to-earth. They always 
contain good news unlike the media 
which churns out a heavy dosage of bad 
news rather than good news.
Genevieve Kong
Singapore

The truth is I read every single line—
lines of endearment, encouragement, 
understanding and goodwill to all 
mankind. I appreciate the dedication of 
your entire hard-working team. Since I 
suffered a stroke some years back, my 
mobility is not what it used to be. However, 
the Plain Truth is there to guide me.
Lee Yit Kong
Ipoh

The Plain Truth articles are good but you 
need to provide credentials for your writers 
to strengthen them. Since we don’t know 
their spiritual, academic and professional 
qualifications, the articles cannot be 
accepted with merits. It is not modest not 
to give one’s credentials. Paul often gives 
his credentials in his letters. This will 
enhance the authenticity and authority of 
the articles. Otherwise the writings will not 
have impact and influence. For example, if 
an accredited scientist writes on creation, 
his words will be taken seriously. But 
someone who has not studied science and 
writes on creation will be seen as mere 
conjecture and dismissed straightaway. 
Your articles are good but we need to 
know the credentials of your writers. 
Otherwise they may lose their impact. 
Hope you are not offended by my honest 
input.
Thomas Lee
Petaling Jaya
Ed.: We agree with you that when one is 
writing about a specialist field such as 
health or finance it is important for them 
to be properly credentialed. But what 
about the credentials needed for living a 
Christian life which is the main focus of 
this magazine? What would be considered 
proper credentials for that? As you say, 
the Apostle Paul did not hesitate to use 
his credentials when there was a need. 
What about the other men that Jesus 
called such as Matthew, Peter, James 
and John who were inspired by God 
to write some of the books in the New 
Testament? What were their academic and 
professional qualifications? Some of them 
were fishermen and tax collectors. What 
they had in common—what gave them 
the authority to write and teach—was that 
they were followers of Jesus Christ, and 
had learned from Him directly and from 
experience.
Most of our writers are not theologians, 

or even ordained ministers. They are 
ordinary men and women, teachers and 
business people who in the course of their 
daily lives, have learned a thing or two 
about the Christian way of life. They try 
to pass on those lessons in the pages of 
this magazine. We believe they are well 
credentialed to do that.

The Plain Truth inspired me with 
confidence to live life to the fullest. Most of 
the stories have deeply touched my heart 
and soul. I am an ex-leukemia patient 
and have been in remission for about 11 
years. Due to the illness and side effects of 
medication, my body is in constant pain, 
and I have difficulty walking. The Plain 
Truth has livened up my life and I love 
reading it. Thank you so much for sending 
me this magazine for free. I would like to 
keep this friend in my home for another 
year. Once again, thank you.
Terri Ng
Singapore

The articles in the Plain Truth are 
arresting, mind-provoking and are written 
in perfect english. I have always believed 
in Jesus Christ as the Saviour of mankind. 
The magazine helps me overcome my 
depressive mood because of all the bad 
economic and political crisis in this world. 
Keep up the good work! May God bless 
you.
Lana Law
Kota Bharu
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Duty of care
by
Dennis P. 
Gordon

Cover story

Although he does not realise it, the outstanding 
British naturalist and broadcaster Sir David 
Attenborough inspired this article. It was 

something he said in an interview earlier this year.
He spoke of “the influence of the Bible’s book of 

Genesis, which says the Lord God said ‘go forth and 
multiply’ to Adam and Eve and ‘the natural world is 
there for you to dominate, you have dominion of the 
animals and plants of the world.’ That basic notion—
that the world is there for us, and if it doesn’t serve 
our purposes it’s dispensable—has produced the 
devastation of vast areas. We have assumed that we 
can build a house on it, dig it up, put tarmac over it; 
that’s OK because it’s there for us.” The interview was 
printed in the 19 February issue of Nature, the most 
prestigious scientific 
magazine in the United 
Kingdom. 

The viewpoint that Sir 
David was paraphrasing 
was based on a highly 
influential paper published 
in Science, the U.S. 
equivalent of Nature, 
by UCLA (University of 
California, Los Angeles) 
historian Lynn White in 
March 1967. Titled “The 
historical roots of our 
ecologic crisis”, White 
asserted that “Christianity 
bears a huge burden of 
guilt” for environmental 
damage since the Middle 
Ages. 

Blame Christianity 
In his paper, White 
admitted that human 
beings have affected nature 
in the communities where 
they lived throughout 
history. In many hunter-gatherer societies, the damage 
may have been relatively mild, but even pre-industrial 
human beings significantly altered the environment 
through the use of fire and even caused the extinction 
of large animals, as on Mediterranean islands, the Great 
Plains of America and in New Zealand. 

But White’s focus was on the European West. He 
noted how modern science and technology originated 
in the West, and he linked that development, in part, 
to the Judeo-Christian victory over paganism—that is, 
since God is Creator, nature should not be worshipped 
and does not need to be feared. White referred to 
Genesis when he wrote, “Man named all the animals, 
thus establishing his dominance over them. God 
planned all of this explicitly for man’s benefit and rule: 

no item in the physical creation had any purpose save 
to serve man’s purposes. And, although man’s body 
is made of clay, he is not simply part of nature; he is 
made in God’s image.” 

White noted that in ancient times, every tree, spring, 
stream and hill had its guardian spirit. Before anyone 
cut a tree, mined a mountain or dammed a brook, 
it was important to make the spirit happy. However, 
“by destroying pagan animism, Christianity made it 
possible to exploit nature in a mood of indifference 
to the feelings of natural objects.” People no longer 
cared about the environmental results of what they 
did, and this attitude toward nature has continued, 
argued White. Therefore, “We shall continue to have a 
worsening ecological crisis until we reject the Christian 

axiom that nature has no 
reason for existence save 
to serve man.”

In the decades since 
the publication of the 
Science paper, hundreds 
of books and articles used 
White’s ideas as a focal 
point. His ideas can be 
seen in the popular press, 
in a very diverse range 
of periodicals such as 
Time, Horizon, The New 
York Times, The Boy Scout 
Handbook and The Sierra 
Club Bulletin. Eventually, 
American writer Wendell 
Berry observed that people 
assume that Christianity 
is to blame, and it is 
powerless to do anything 
about the problem: “The 
culpability of Christianity 
in the destruction of 
the natural world, and 
uselessness of Christianity 
in any effort to correct 

that destruction, are now established clichés of the 
conservation movement.” 

Was White right? 
Since 1967, there have been numerous rebuttals of 
his controversial thesis. The most obvious is that 
ecological abuses have been done by almost every 
civilization in history, not just Christian ones. Humans 
never needed the book of Genesis to justify ruining 
their environment. Moreover, such a reading of Genesis 
seriously misinterprets what the book means. 

The 1611 Authorised Version of the Bible that 
generations of Christians grew up with translates the 
grossly misunderstood verses of Genesis 1:26–28 like 
this: 

“If you come across a bird’s 
nest beside the road, either in 
a tree or on the ground and 
the mother is sitting on the 

young or on the eggs, do not 
take the mother with 

the young.”
Deuteronomy 22:6–7
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“And God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth.’ 

“So God created man in His own image, in the image 
of God created He him; male and female created He 
them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, 
“Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing 
that moveth upon the earth.” 

To understand this passage, we must read it in two 
ways—exegetically and christologically. That is, what 

does it mean in context, and how are we to understand 
it in light of the incarnation of God in Christ? 
Contextually, “dominion” represents the right to rule, in 
this case a transferred right, given to men and women. 
They bear the image of God, and must therefore rule 
on behalf of God. They do not rule in their own right—
they must reflect the attitude that God has toward His 
creation. 

And what is that? Verse 31: “And God saw everything 
that He had made, and, behold, it was very good.” His 
creation pleases Him—and He still owns it. 

Look after it—it is good 
God plainly declares: “all the earth is mine”,1 “all the 

land is mine”,2 “every beast of the forest is mine, and 
the cattle upon a thousand hills… for the world is mine 
and the fullness thereof.” 3 

That means the redwoods of California do not 
belong to the government of California, the Amazonian 
rainforest does not belong to Brazil, and the oceans 
and fishes do not belong to the coastal nations and 
fishers of the world. They are all God’s, and He likes 
them, and He cares about them. 

This explains the command of Genesis 2:15: “And the 
Lord God took the man, and put him into the Garden 
of Eden to dress it and to keep it”—to improve it and 
maintain it. This is a stewardship role, and the principle 
extends beyond the Garden to the rest of creation. 

Dominion does not mean domination—it means royal 
servanthood, which was the way of life shown to us 
by Jesus. Although we humans have failed miserably 
to conform to the image of God, Jesus, the only true 
Imago Dei, was a perfect success.

To the disciples He explained: “Kings like to throw 
their weight around… It’s not going to be that way with 
you. Let the senior among you become like the junior; 
let the leader act the part of the servant.” 4

This approach to ruling people—an expression of the 
command to love fellow human beings as ourselves—
applies to the nonhuman creation as well. We are to 
help the creation, not abuse it by throwing our weight 
around. Though we may farm and use animals to 
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1 Exodus 19:5
2 Leviticus 25:23
3 Psalm 50:10–12
4 Luke 22:25–26, 

The Message
5 Matthew 10:29
6 Psalm 104:14, 21
7 Matthew 6:26
8 Deuteronomy 

22:6–7 
9 Romans 8:19–21
10 Revelation 21:3

supply our food, for example, we must not treat them 
cruelly or cause them unnecessary stress (see Proverbs 
12:10: “A righteous man cares for the needs of his 
animal.”) 

On a larger scale, we should consider the health of 
our entire environment, and follow the example of the 
Father in keeping track of animal populations5 and 
ensuring their survival. Plant-eating and meat-eating 
animals depend on their Creator6, and so do the birds.7 

In one command, the Bible gives an excellent 
ecological principle: “If you come across a bird’s nest 
beside the road, either in a tree or on the ground and 
the mother is sitting on the young or on the eggs, do 
not take the mother with the young. You may take the 
young, but be sure to let the mother go, so that it may 
go well with you.” 8  

The law against harming a mother bird is not some 
quirky idea inserted by an eccentric bird lover. The 
idea is that the mother bird will then have a chance 
to have more baby birds. In that way the people will 
not destroy the source of life, but will be living in the 
land in a way that can be 
sustained for centuries. 
Humans are to live on 
earth in a way that can be 
sustained. We should not 
destroy so much habitat 
that various animals can 
no longer survive and 
reproduce.

This passage from 
Deuteronomy makes 
plain that sustainable 
environmental 
management is important 
for our own well-being—
we need the “goods and 
services” our environment 
provides, too! As Time 
magazine recently pointed 
out, we are in danger of 
being the last generation 
to see some major species 
alive. 

Rooted in our beliefs 
Lynn White was right about one thing—our attitudes 
toward nature are rooted in our religious beliefs: “What 
people do about their ecology depends on what they 
think about themselves in relation to things around 
them. Human ecology is deeply conditioned by beliefs 
about our nature and destiny—that is, by religion.” 

Why is there an ecological crisis? At heart, the 
problem is sin. 

It is helpful to notice the differences between Genesis 
1 and 2. Whereas the Bible’s first chapter proclaims 
the one true God of Israel as the powerful Creator 
of everything that is, Genesis 2 is more pastoral and 
relational. This chapter focuses on relationships at 
three levels, with God, fellow humans, and the rest 
of creation. Then Genesis 3 shows how all of those 
relationships were fractured, with “thorns and thistles” 
being a poetic expression of the environmental results 
of a flawed relationship with God. God intended 
humanity and nature to be in harmony, but sin has 
disrupted the relationship. 

Human sin is part of the wider context of spiritual 

opposition to God. Happily, the environmental distress 
experienced by creation was resolved by the death and 
crucifixion of Jesus, but the age to come has not yet 
fully arrived. So, for now, the creation “waits in eager 
expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.” 9 But do 
we understand the implications of our current status? 

The fact is, we Christians are already the children 
of God, and although the age to come is still in the 
future, we are privileged to participate in it as we 
live and share the gospel. Since Christians are part of 
God’s solution for the planet, we should be setting an 
example of “creation care.” Thankfully, many Christian 
biologists, writers, pastors and churches have been and 
are taking this responsibility seriously. Denominational 
statements expressing a theology of the environment 
have been issued within Catholicism, Anglicanism, 
and Evangelicalism. Do an Internet search on 
“creation care” and you will see how active Christian 
environmental concern now is. 

But what about the “end times”? 
Some wonder, why bother 
with the environment? 
Doesn’t the book of 
Revelation predict that it’s 
all going to go up in smoke 
anyway? And if so, aren’t 
our conservation efforts 
pointless? Some Christians 
seem to think so. A Baptist 
church in Boise, Idaho, 
prints and distributes a 
bumper sticker that says 
“Forget ‘Save the Earth’—
What about your soul? The 
earth is going to burn—
What about you?” 

Revelation is a special 
kind of literature—
apocalyptic—that 
uses highly symbolic, 
exaggerated language to 
communicate a theological 
message. The whole point 

of the book is that God will bring to an end the sinful, 
destructive ways of humanity that have polluted all of 
the Edenic relationships God established in Genesis 
2. Let us not overlook the warning in Revelation 11:18: 
“the time has come… for destroying those who destroy 
the earth.” 

Contrary to some popular ideas, God is not planning 
to destroy the earth after whisking the faithful out of 
harm’s way. Far from destroying the earth, God says 
He will transform it. It will literally be a heavenly earth 
when “God dwells with man.” 10

In small but positive ways, we can participate in that 
transformation in advance in the good things we do 
now and in the years ahead to be faithful stewards 
and take care of the world that God has created and 
assigned us to maintain. A balanced, responsible care 
for the creation that has been entrusted to us is not 
a waste of time. It is an important step in the right 
direction.  ❏

“...Since Christians are 

part of God’s solution 

for the planet, we should 

be setting an example of 

“creation care”.”
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The kingdom an
by
Roy 
LawrenceIf you and I had lived 2,000 years ago and had 

happened to come across Jesus as He walked the 
dusty roads of Palestine, preaching and teaching, the 

odds are that He would have been speaking about the 
Kingdom of God. Most of His parables were parables of 
the kingdom, and St Luke tells us, ‘Jesus travelled from 
one town to another, preaching the good news of the 
Kingdom of God.’ 1

If Christians today are concerned to speak as He 

spoke, you might expect that sermons about the 
Kingdom of God would be heard regularly in churches 
all over our land, but strangely this is not so. Perhaps 
the reason for this is that there is an enigma at the 
heart of the doctrine of the Kingdom. 

There are two things we need to know about the 
Kingdom of God—and the odd thing is that they seem 
to contradict each other. The first is that the Kingdom of 
God has not yet arrived, and paradoxically the second 

is that it has! Both of these truths are reflected in the 
Lord’s Prayer. It first contains the words ‘Thy Kingdom 
Come’, which seems to imply that the Kingdom of God 
is not yet with us. But then it goes on to say, ‘For thine 
is the Kingdom’, which seems to present the Kingdom 
as a reality here and now. 

They can’t both be true, can they? Well actually, yes, 
they can. 

We pray ‘Thine is the Kingdom’ because God’s 

Kingdom is the only Kingdom that really counts. The 
qualities of the Kingdom of God, qualities such as 
goodness and beauty and truth and love, are the only 
ultimate realities, the only ones which will last. Think 
of love for instance. The Bible tells us that this is at the 
heart of God’s own nature. ‘God is love.’ 2

There is a real sense in which you and I are only 
truly alive if we have love in us. If we are totally devoid 
of love, then we are hollow people, little more than 
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walking corpses. By contrast, there is no real life in 
hate. Hate is essentially destructive. It seeks to harm the 
ones on whom it is focused, but it is even more harmful 
to those who cherish it. Hate can quite literally be the 
death of you. There is a very real sense in which the 
laws of the Kingdom apply whether we subscribe to 
them or not. 

Love thy neighbour? 
Walter was a very rich man. He lived in a very large 
house, surrounded by an immense garden. Materially 
speaking, he was wealthy beyond the dreams of most 
folk. Yet Walter was not a happy man. He had a long-
standing dispute with his neighbour. It related to a small 
strip of land to which they both laid claim. Walter had 
become positively obsessed about this strip of land and 
about the neighbour who would not cede it to him. 

His wife asked me if I would visit him to see whether 
I could persuade him to set aside his negative feelings, 
because she was afraid they might bring on a heart 
attack. So I went round and 
suggested to him that no 
strip of land was worth the 
aggravation that he was 
allowing it to cause him. I told 
him I believed he would feel 
better if he could bring himself 
to put aside the dispute and be 
reconciled to his neighbour. 

It was, alas, all to no avail. I 
quickly saw that I was doing 
Walter no good. His face 
became first pink and then 
scarlet and it was clear he 
could hardly hold in his anger. 
I began to fear that I might 
cause his heart attack myself, 
and so I left, feeling I had 
achieved absolutely nothing. 

A few months later he died. The heart attack which 
he had been inviting became a reality and he did not 
survive it. It is a law of God’s Kingdom that there is life 
in love and death in hate. When we say ‘Thine is the 
Kingdom’ we are doing nothing but acknowledging an 
observable truth. Walter illustrated it. 

And yet it is also true that for many the Kingdom 
of God is not a personal reality. The story of Walter 
illustrates that too. God allows us a choice. We can 
elect to live within His Kingdom—or, if it is our 
preference—we can decide that, as far as we are 
concerned personally, we will reject the standards of 
the Kingdom. We will remain outside it. 

So whether or not I am prepared to pray ‘Thy 
Kingdom come’ is a supremely important issue, a 
matter of life and death, and when I say the Lord’s 
Prayer it is vital that I say it not just as a sequence 
of empty words but deliberately and thoughtfully, 

personalising each phrase. My wife and I learned this 
in a new way a few years ago when we were invited to 
conduct a mission in a little parish in Northern Ireland 
called Knocknamuckley (Irish for ‘Hill of the grey pig’). 
When we arrived there, we found that the Rector had 
taught his people not just to pray ‘Thy kingdom come, 
on earth as it is in heaven,’ but ‘Thy Kingdom come in 
Knocknamuckley, as it is in heaven!’ 

This was so wise and right and we now find ourselves 
praying ‘Thy Kingdom come in Wallasey’ (which is 
where we live) and in our own little housing estate, 
which, would you believe it, is called ‘King’s Park’, and 
in my home and my family and in me. 

I invite you to offer your own version of this prayer 
here and now. For one of the characteristics of the 
Kingdom of God is that unlike other kingdoms it is 
a realm where great weight is placed upon personal 
freedom, personal choice and personal co-operation. 
Jesus is an amazing king and a generous one to all His 
subjects. But the level of His generosity is linked to the 

level of our own response to 
Him. He will force nothing 
upon us. He waits for us to 
pray ‘Thy Kingdom come’ and 
to mean it. 

Readers sometimes tell 
me that they like it when I 
incorporate a children’s story 
into my articles and that they 
go on to tell them to their 
children and grandchildren. So 
here, in conclusion, is a story 
about the Kingdom of God and 
the way in which incorporation 
into it requires an act of will 
and choice and self-giving. 

The King and the Beggar 
Once upon a time in a far-eastern country there was a 
beggar who sat all the day cross-legged by the side of a 
road. In his hands he held a wooden bowl. Whenever 
anyone came past, he held his bowl up and called out, 
‘Be generous, kind sir’ or ‘Be generous, good lady’. 
Sometimes, if he was lucky, he would collect quite a 
large assortment of coins in his bowl before the end of 
the day. 

One day he was sitting by the roadside, when he 
noticed that something unusual was happening. Lots 
of people were gathering there and there was a feeling 
of excitement all around. He asked a small boy why 
there were so many people and the small boy said, ‘It is 
because the King is expected to pass this way today.’ 

The beggar thought the situation over. It had not 
been a very good day so far. The people were much 
too excited about the coming of the King to take any 
notice of a mere beggar. But perhaps he could make up 
for that later. He decided what he would do. When the 

d its challenge

“...We pray ‘Thine is the 
Kingdom’ because God’s 

Kingdom is the only 
Kingdom that 
really counts.”
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King came level with the place where he was sitting, he 
would lift up his bowl and ask the King for a gift. It was 
well known that the King was a generous man and that 
he gave away much gold to the needy. A bowl full of 
gold pieces would be very welcome indeed. So he sat 
with his bowl, waiting for the King. 

At last, in the distance, he saw a great procession 
appearing. At the head of it were rank upon rank of 
horsemen in shining armour, riding on black horses 
with red plumes. Some of them carried banners on 
which were splendid pictures in glittering colours. The 
beggar watched the procession come near. Everybody 
cheered and waved as the horsemen went by, but the 
beggar said nothing. He was waiting for the King. 

He did not have to wait long. Behind the ranks of 
horsemen came the King’s horse—a tall, majestic white 
charger. On it rode the King. He wore a long, red, velvet 
robe and on his head was a crown which sparkled with 
hundreds of precious jewels, set in gold. As the King 
approached him, the beggar took a deep breath and 
called in his loudest voice, ‘Be generous, Mighty King.’ 

Everybody was so surprised that there was complete 
silence. The King stopped, dismounted from his horse 
and to everybody’s astonishment knelt before the 
beggar. Then to everybody’s even greater astonishment 
he said, ‘What have you got to give me?’ and he held 
out his hand. 

The beggar had no idea what to do, but, looking 
down, he saw two tiny seeds of corn on the ground. 
He picked them up and put them into the King’s 
palm. Gravely the King thanked him, and standing up, 
remounted his horse and rode off. The beggar could 
not understand what had happened. Why had the King 
asked him for anything? And what about the King’s 
generosity which everybody talked about? 

Then he looked down and in his bowl he saw two 
tiny pieces of gold, the exact size of the two seeds of 
corn, which he had given to the King, and, too late, he 
realised the way in which the King gave away his gold. 
Anything you gave the King he gave back to you as 
pure gold. If the beggar had given the King his bowl, 
he would now have a golden bowl. If he had given the 
King his mat, he would now have a golden mat. But he 
had given no more than two seeds of corn, and there 
in his bowl, shining and beautiful but very, very small, 
were two seeds of gold. 

What then is the challenge of the Kingdom of God? 
There are two and they are both included in the Lord’s 
Prayer. We are called to know that this Kingdom is 
a state of being which embodies the very essence of 
reality. Its standards, its practices, its King—there is 
nothing more important than any of them in or beyond 
this world. These are the things that count. Although 
God’s Kingdom may be disregarded or flouted in 
the short run, Christians must still pray ‘Thine is the 
Kingdom, the Power and the Glory.’ It is an immense 
privilege to be offered citizenship within that Kingdom. 
But it will never be forced upon any. So it is vital that as 
part of our daily prayer pattern we also echo the words 
that Jesus taught us, ‘Thy Kingdom come on earth’, 
knowing that this means ‘in my own nation, my own 
town, my own street, my own home and family, my 
own heart and soul.’ The King wants you and me to be 
active participants in His Kingdom. He is asking us at 
this very minute, ‘What have you got to give me?’ What 
is our answer?  ❏

God isn’t like that!
by  
Tammy 
TkachI made a new year’s resolution this year. Well, it’s not 

really a resolution, just a commitment to read the 
Bible through in a year. I thought it might be good to 

revisit books I haven’t spent much time on in the past 
few years. I went on www.biblegateway.com and found 
I could read it online in chronological order. So far the 
only difference from the order in the Bible is reading 
Job shortly after starting Genesis, with a few psalms 
thrown in, supposedly written by Moses. I supplement 
my reading with biographies of people like Job, Joseph 
and Esther.

I must admit I found parts of Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy a bit tedious. I slogged through, hoping 
for more insight on the nature and character of God. 
Not having read the first five books of the Bible in 
some time, I was struck anew by the violence, revenge, 
strict rules and seeming mercilessness with which God 
treated His own people, and even more, the innocent 
bystanders who were wiped out for the sake of the 

Israelites. 
I can see where some might get the idea there 

are two Gods, the one in the Old Testament who 
is harsh, strict and out for revenge and the God of 
the New Testament who loves everyone and shows 
grace to sinners. Does God really have two different 
personalities? Some people think so.

This belief is one aspect of dualism and comes from 
the pagan idea of the concept of two spiritual forces, 
good and evil. It’s an incorrect understanding of God 
that forms a barrier to a relationship with Him.

God isn’t a Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde character. He 
wasn’t mean and bloodthirsty in the first part of history 
who then changed into a loving, merciful God later. 
We know from Hebrews 13:8 He is the same yesterday, 
today and forever. God had a plan and it was (and 
still is) brilliant. He knew what Israel needed and 

continued on page 20
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God within
During my teenage years, I often wondered about 

how and why the universe and the world came 
into being. Why do we have to exist only to die 

later on? I earnestly sought to know the purpose of it all. 
Knowledge gained from reading books on such matters 
convinced me for a while, only to find myself falling 
deeper into the purposelessness of life.

I soon came across a Christian magazine. I was 
drawn to this God-Father, whom I read of, who lovingly 
created the universe and human beings, to share His 
life with us. As simple as that! And there was His Son, 
Jesus, who came as a human being to die for our sins 
and He could save people from death. Cool! Just the 
Saviour needed to give me life in my dreary existence. 
Furthermore, I was especially awestruck by the Holy 
Spirit of this Father and Son, who could empower me to 
do bold heroic things, in spite of myself.

As soon as I was baptised, I waited eagerly for the 
Holy Spirit instantly to wipe out the lifeless ‘old me’ 
and renew me with dynamic 
Christ-like living. Well, it 
didn’t happen as I had 
imagined. Before knowing 
how to appropriate God’s 
power in my life, I had to 
know Him better. And to 
learn to grow in the grace 
and knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, I had to be familiar 
with His words in the Bible.

Learning to be led by the 
Holy Spirit
A fight with a close friend 
one day presented me with a 
vital lesson on how the Holy 
Spirit would operate in my 
life. My friend hurled abusive words at me over a trivial 
matter. My injured pride developed into anger and 
resentment and I retaliated with equally nasty words. 
This heated exchange of words went on for a while.

Though prayers to God were a babble of angry words 
that made no sense, I kept at it. Without the faintest 
idea of what to look for in my Bible, I opened it and it 
fell to the page with the verse in Matthew 5:9: “Blessed 
are the peacemakers”. I was taken aback! My anger was 
still smouldering when Galatians 5:16 came to mind: 
“Live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires 
of the sinful nature.” Then John 6:63 where Jesus said: 
“The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are 
life.” I quickly referred to those scriptures in the Bible 
for affirmation.

Thoughts flashed by: “Is God, through His Holy 
Spirit in me, trying to get my attention? It couldn’t be 
a coincidence that the Bible fell open to the passage 
about making peace. I’ve just had a fight! And those 
other clear scriptures spoke about living by the Spirit. 

I was troubled. I had no intention of making peace. 
It was my friend who had started the fight. And her 
unprovoked hurtful remarks broke my heart into 
pieces. I tossed to and fro questioning which way to go. 
My desire to win at all costs versus the desire to make 
peace waged an intense battle inside me, till I was 
powerless to think rationally. I was also very concerned 
that if my friend spurned my efforts to restore peace, I 
would lose face!”

I had to make a conscious and deliberate choice—to 
be yielded to the promptings of the Spirit or to my 
wounded self. My anger had not subsided when I 
acted upon the Spirit’s conviction that saving a broken 
relationship is better than saving face.

The moment I co-operated with the Spirit to stop 
me from being a jerk and dishonouring His name, 
I encountered an experience too wonderful for 
words. One moment I was raging and trembling with 
uncontrolled anger and the next, I was settled with an 

amazing sense of calmness 
and peace that literally 
brought chills to my bones! 
I was thankful to the Spirit 
for being the Comforter and 
Helper that He is described 
to be in John 14 and 16. 
He soothed my anger and 
comforted my troubled soul.

Memorising or 
remembering key Bible 
verses is never in vain. In 
moments of intense need, 
the Spirit revealed and 
reminded me of God’s 
words and guided me to 
live wisely as Christ would 
have lived. The Spirit is 

all these and more as He enabled me to accomplish 
what I could never do without His power, love and 
sound mind in me, as expressed in 2 Timothy 1:7. If I 
had chosen to ignore the Spirit, I would have denied 
Him and myself this amazing transforming power from 
working mightily in my life.

No instant transformation
God does forgive our past sins instantly when we 
receive Christ as our Saviour. But He doesn’t make us 
become like Christ instantaneously (as I had thought). 
The working of God’s Spirit in developing the character 
of Christ in us is an ongoing process, and this will 
continue for the rest of our lives. While the Spirit is 
present in us, we are not always living consciously 
under His influence. We need to be sensitive to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit as He uses the Word of 
God powerfully to help us live God’s purpose in our 
lives.  ❏

by  
Stefanie Tai
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Having an image problem?

by  
Dr. P. 
Sellappan

You look at your face in the mirror and you don’t 
like what you see—moles, pimples, wrinkles, 
warts, white hair. So you go to a beautician or buy 

some make-up kits to prop up your looks. But even that 
disappoints you, since you see others who are more 
attractive. So you tell yourself: “I am not attractive as the 
other guy/gal.”

What is your self-image? How do you see yourself? 

Seeing from our perspective
Poor self-image or low self-esteem is a problem for 
many. They have low opinions of themselves because 
they feel they are very inadequate. So they tell 
themselves: “I am not talented”, “I am a failure”, “my 
opinion doesn’t count”, “no one has ever complimented 
me.” We need help!

True, the Bible tells us that there is no one really good 
except God.1 This statement would be true if we see 
things only from our own perspective. But God asks us 
to see things from His perspective.

Let’s look at some of the reasons why people have 
poor self-image, the devastating effects it can have, and 
how we can deal with it.

Reasons for poor self-image
There are several reasons why people have poor self-
image. Physical appearance (e.g. colour, height, looks) 
does to some extent influence how we see ourselves. 
Short people often feel quite awkward in the company 
of ‘normal-height’ people, as an example.

Environment can also affect our self-image. Rich and 
high IQ people may consider themselves better than 
those who are poor or have low IQ. Profession also 
affects our self-image. Police, customs officials and 
tax collectors often have to wear the invisible label 
‘corrupt’.2 In some cultures, girls and women have to 
wear the label ‘inferior’ or ‘second-class citizens’ with 
little or no rights.

Experiences at home, school and office also affect 
our self-image. Children from abused homes often tend 
to have poor self-image. So are students who are put 
down by their teachers. I still remember an incident 
where my teacher slapped me blue-black and I had to 
stand on my chair before the whole class for not being 
able to pronounce certain words correctly. I was only 7 
or 8 years old. Today, that sort of punishment wouldn’t 
be tolerated! I cannot say for sure whether, or to what 
extent, that incident dented my self-esteem. Most likely, 
it contributed to a combination of several factors which 
contributed to the low self-esteem I have had most of 
my life. But not now, thank God. Today I see myself 
differently—as God sees me. 

How we perform in our studies, careers, sports, as 
well as family and spiritual life also affects our self-
esteem. When parents call their children ‘stupid’ for 
not getting straight A’s, their children are hurt and may 
have to live with the label ‘not good enough’ for the 
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Having an image problem?
rest of their lives. Similarly, when children reject their 
parents’ advice—choosing partners or converting to 
another religion against their parents’ wishes—the 
parents may feel that they have failed.

Christians are not spared the image crisis. When 
we struggle or fail to overcome certain nagging sins 
(wrong thoughts, attitudes, actions, impatience, anger, 
addiction), we silently tell ourselves: ‘I am not a good 
Christian’, ‘God doesn’t love me’, ‘I am not sure if I can 
make it to heaven.’

And the list goes on. All these affect our self-image—
how we look at ourselves.

The world has its own standard of success. It 
measures people in terms of their power, wealth, status, 
as well as political, social and religious affiliations. 
When we fail to meet these criteria, it gives us the label 
‘not successful’ and we are made to feel that we are not 
good and not acceptable even to God.

Consequences of poor self-image
If we are not careful, poor self-image can short-change 
our lives and make us miserable and unhappy. It 
can rob us of the good life God offers us. It can also 
lead to self-condemnation, addiction, joining gangs, 
committing suicide or engaging in bizarre activities 
like going into a classroom and shooting students and 
teachers just to gain attention.

People with poor self-image tend to shy away from 
engaging in productive activities because of the fear 
of failure. They may avoid people for fear of being 
looked down on. All these can take on a vicious cycle, 
dragging and pulling the individuals further and further 
down, convincing them that they are helpless, hopeless 
and powerless. This is what the Devil wants us to 
believe. He wants us to fail to realise our God-given 
potential—becoming God’s children and participating 
in His glorious life.

Seeing from God’s perspective
So what’s the answer? The antidote to poor self-image 
is to see ourselves as God sees us. This is the key, not 
how we see ourselves or how others see us, but how 
does God see us?

He sees us as His own beloved children because 
we are created in His image.3 God who is Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit exists in a loving relationship and we 
are called to participate in that love relationship—to 
love God and to love one another. God has given us 
the capacity to love and to relate to one another with 
His Spirit helping us. God calls us as His brethren 
and friends, as His royal people and as His precious 
jewels and treasures. That means He considers us very 
precious. This includes all sinners (and who isn’t a 
sinner?).

God sent His son Jesus to redeem us from sin and 
death and lift us up to Himself. The parable of the 
prodigal son (picturing us) in Luke 15 is a classic 
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example of how God views us. In this story, the son 
wasted all his inheritance and messed up his life. Yet 
the father (picturing God) didn’t condemn him. Instead 
he welcomed, accepted and embraced him with his 
lavish love, and gave him royal treatment. That is 
true grace. The father saw something in him that was 
precious, beyond the messed up life he was in.

Jesus’ message went against the norm. He taught 
“the last will be first and the first last”. He appeared to 
favour the ‘unsuccessful’ over the ‘successful’. He did 
this only because the successful considered themselves 
better than the unsuccessful.4 He also taught “whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” Being humble doesn’t mean 
condemning oneself. It means simply trusting and 
depending on God.

God values us greatly. Otherwise He wouldn’t say 
“God so loved the world…that He gave His only Son so 
whoever believes in Him 
will not be condemned,” 5 
“…because of His great 
love with which He loved 
us, even when we were 
dead in trespasses, made 
us alive together with 
Christ, and raised us up 
together, and made us sit 
together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, that 
in the ages to come He 
might show the exceeding 
riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus.” 6 So there is 
not the slightest inkling 
of any condemnation of 
those who are in Christ 
Jesus.7

God didn’t simply talk 
about His love for us 
like the empty rhetoric 
of some politicians. He 
demonstrated His love by 
action. Jesus ‘risked’ His 
life to rescue us from sin 
and death. How? He came 
in the flesh which is prone 
to sin. Jesus was tempted 
at all points repeatedly by 
the Devil, by the Pharisees, by the scribes and by His 
own people. Even His own disciples betrayed, denied 
and fled from Him. But Jesus remained faithful to His 
Father’s will even if that meant a gruesome death on 
the cross. God wouldn’t have taken such a great risk if 
He considered us useless.

God accepts us
God accepts us as His own beloved children. Our 
sin and our failure cannot and will not change His 
unconditional love for us. He has accepted all our 
failures—academic and business failures, broken 
relationships, addiction to sex, money and drugs, 
shame and guilt, pride and hypocrisy. He knows that 
we are a fallen people. That’s why God sent Jesus to 
redeem us. Thank God He has already done that. He 
has defeated all our failures once and for all by taking 
them in His body and nailing them to the cross so we 

could be released to engage in meaningful physical 
and spiritual activities leading to satisfying lives. We 
don’t have to live in spiritual prisons any more.

Our main problem today is refusing to accept our 
freedom in Christ. We still want to ‘enjoy’ our prison 
life singing the tune “I am no good”, “I am not smart”, 
“I don’t have talents”, “I am only a housewife”, “I 
failed my exam”, “I am a bankrupt”, “this project has 
failed before”. The Devil doesn’t want us to believe 
that we are the redeemed, precious children of God, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. St. Paul who saw himself 
as a murderer and chief of sinners (because he had 
killed many believers before his calling) later joyously 
proclaimed: “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” 8 All things here mean good deeds 
(sharing, caring, helping the weak, being patient and 
showing kindness).

Gideon, one of the Old Testament Judges, also had 
image crisis. His nation 
Israel was surrounded 
by the Midianites who 
threatened to kill them. 
Israel was fearful. But God 
appeared to Gideon and 
asked him to mobilise 
an army and attack the 
enemy. Gideon, however, 
was not convinced. Like 
many people today, he 
sang the tune “My clan is 
the weakest in Manasseh, 
and I am the least in my 
family.” In effect he was 
telling God that Israel 
would be defeated even 
though God had assured 
him that He would be with 
them. Gideon believed 
God only after much 
persuasion. It turned out 
to be an easy victory 
because God was with 
them.9

God is with you
So what’s the answer? If 
you are afflicted with poor 
self-image, don’t despair. 
God is with you. His 

name is Emmanuel—that means God is with us. See 
yourself as God sees you—as His own precious child, 
forgiven, reconciled, cleansed, purified, gifted, seated 
at the right hand of God and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit. This mindset will help you replace your ‘can’t 
do’ attitude with a ‘can do’ attitude which can propel 
you to engage in meaningful and productive activities. 
Then, like St. Paul, you can boast: “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.”  ❏

“If we are not careful, 

poor self-image can 

short-change our lives 

and make us miserable 

and unhappy. It can rob 

us of the good life God 

offers us.”
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Does God control time and chance?

Another angle

by  
Devaraj 
Ramoo

I put on my jogging attire and began my run through 
the same route that I take every day. Today I started 
a little late, as my wife and I had stopped earlier 

at the mini market to get some provisions on our way 
back home from town. After running for almost two 
kilometres, I saw a large crowd gathered near one of the 
houses along my route. The first thought that entered 
my mind was that an accident had occurred. I stopped 
to take a look.

I saw a car with the windshield shattered and a body 
slumped on the seat. I asked a man next to me what 
had happened. He said a man was just gunned down. 
I inched my way through the crowd to take a closer 
look. Yes, a man was indeed gunned down and it was 
apparently done by 
hired killers. The 
police were already 
there and had 
begun their search 
for clues. They had 
carefully marked the 
places where bullet 
casings were found. 
I counted fourteen 
of them. At least ten 
shots had hit the 
unfortunate victim 
and he died right 
in front of his own 
house. His wife and 
mother were wailing 
uncontrollably in 
grief. Relatives of 
the deceased were 
beginning to arrive 
and many of them 
had a numb look 
on their faces. The 
crowd continued to 
stare.

I decided to 
continue my run. As 
I ran, my mind was 
troubled. Why did 
this man have to die in such a brutal way? It’s clear that 
he had enemies and those who shot him might have 
been hired by his enemies to end his life. I had seen 
scenes like these on television crime shows but this 
was the first time I’ve seen one for real. His killers had 
neither mercy nor remorse. They would be considering 
this a job well done. Then another thought struck me. 
What if I had passed by the place a little earlier? What 
if I had started my run earlier and had arrived at the 
place just as this man was being gunned down?

I would probably have witnessed the whole incident! 
This housing area along my jogging route is relatively 
quiet and there is hardly anyone walking around at 

that time. But then, would I have been affected? With 
fourteen shots being fired, would I have also been 
in danger? If these killers had seen me would they 
have let me go unharmed? I would be a potential 
witness and killers never want witnesses. I felt cold 
as I contemplated what could have happened if I had 
begun my run a little earlier. The usual conclusion 
would be that it was pure luck that kept me away 
from danger. Is luck really the reason why we escape 
danger?

The Bible mentions that events, whether good or bad 
happen to all. Time and chance come to everyone. 
Like birds caught in a snare we could get caught in an 
evil time anywhere.1 Would that mean that there are 

no guarantees in life 
and we have to live 
in constant fear of 
what may happen? 
Why bother to pray 
and ask God for 
protection when time 
and chance control 
what happens? Have 
you ever considered, 
however, the notion 
that invisible events 
may occur under 
the watchful eyes 
of Almighty God 
that ensure nothing 
happens to you and 
me against His will?

Perhaps what we 
need to understand 
and accept is the 
fact that His will to 
allow or not allow 
any trial upon us, 
supersedes all our 
human reasoning. 
There are verses in 
the Bible where God 
Almighty promises 
that He will look out 

for those who put their trust and faith in Him. We find 
evidence of this promise in Psalm 91 of the Bible. It is 
a most encouraging psalm. Bad situations and even 
tragic events, however, can also strike us at any time. 
As I completed my jogging for the day, I felt a soothing 
peace that Christ Jesus and our Father in Heaven may 
have set in motion little delays or unexpected changes 
in my schedules that just might have kept me safe from 
any harm or evil that day. Tomorrow time and chance 
will continue but I’m glad that God had set His will, 
that on this day I would come back home safe and 
sound.  ❏
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What is wrong with this picture?

by  
Colin 
LauchlanThe various beautiful bridges around the city 

of Putrajaya are among the many impressive 
structures to be seen in the area. One bridge, 

however, catches the eye, not because of its 
engineering design, but because it has no ramp on 
to, and no ramp off, the bridge. This is the suspension 
bridge built to carry the monorail service between the 
Putrajaya Central Station and the Government Centre. 
Unfortunately, the monorail construction project was 
put on hold in 2004 and so the bridge stands on its own, 
unable to fulfil the purpose for which it was designed.

This bridge serves as a metaphor for the lives of 
all the people who live on this earth without any 
understanding of where they have come from or where 

they are headed. Like this bridge, their lives stand 
in splendid isolation, cut off from their origin and 
destination. Without an understanding of where they 
come from and where they are going, their lives lack 
meaning and purpose.

This lack of understanding leads to a frantic search 
for meaning and purpose in various ways. Some invest 
their time and energy in their careers, others in the 
accumulation of wealth and possessions, some hope to 
find fulfilment through relationships, while still others 
try to find affirmation through the development of their 
skills or talents. But because their lives lack the proper 
context, their efforts ultimately fail to produce the sense 

of fulfilment and meaning they are seeking. The façade 
they have erected might look good from the outside, 
but inside nagging questions remain, and grow more 
insistent: “What is all this for?” “What is the point?” “Is 
this all there is to life?” Their lives fail to achieve their 
true potential because they are lived in isolation from 
their intended purpose—just like this bridge.

Throughout history, people have sought meaning 
and fulfilment in their own ways. King Solomon is the 
quintessential example of such a failed life. He had it 
all: fame, wealth, success, wisdom, and power. And yet, 
even with all his great achievements, Solomon looked 
back on his life and called it empty, worthless and 
futile. If we are striving after some goal, independent 

of the purpose for which we were created, we too 
will find that our achievements will be equally empty, 
worthless, and futile.

We need to be aware of our origins. Where do we 
come from? Contrary to what many people believe, 
humanity is not an unintended accident of history, 
nor the result of a chance chemical reaction in some 
primordial swamp, but the creation of a Supreme 
Being, who fashioned and formed us in His image to 
be a reflection of His glory. We might see ourselves as 
the result of the union of our mother and father, but 
God testifies that He has formed us and given us our 
unique talents and abilities. He has done this because 
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A covenant of forgiveness

by  
James R. 
Henderson

He intends each of us to fulfil a unique role in His plan 
for humanity. The knowledge that we have a Creator 
who has a plan for our lives provides us with the right 
context within which to live our lives.

For our lives to fulfil their intended purpose, we also 
need to know where we are going. What is this life all 
about? The Bible reveals that the ultimate destiny of the 
human race is to live in a loving relationship with the 
God of the universe and with other human beings for 
all eternity. This was God’s original purpose in creating 
mankind—and this is still His purpose. This life is part 
of the preparation process for that future life to be lived 
in communion with God and with each other. Just as 
a bridge is not a destination in itself, but a means of 
getting from one place to the next, so our lives on this 
earth are a part of the journey towards an eternal life 
lived in communion with God.

As long as we choose to ignore God’s purpose and 
plan, our lives will lack meaning. Once we understand 
where we come from, and where we are going to, we 
can grasp the meaning and purpose of human life. 
When we live our lives in accordance with that purpose 
we can build a legacy that will endure for all eternity.

Understanding the meaning and purpose of life 
leads to the discovery that the foundation upon which 
we are to build our lives has already been laid. God 
has laid the foundation for us, and that foundation 
is Jesus Christ. Jesus is God in the flesh. He is the 
perfect reflection of who God is, the exact image of the 
invisible God. God’s intention is that we too become a 
reflection of who He is. If we are to fulfil our destiny of 
being conformed to the image of God, we need to be 
like Christ. He is the chief cornerstone. It is from Him 
that the structure of our lives must be laid out. As we 
align our lives with His life in us, we build a legacy that 
will endure.

When we understand our origin and our destination, 
we also discover something else. Not only is the 

foundation already laid, but we also find that we are 
not building on our own. It is not God’s purpose that 
we each construct our own structure. We are not in 
a competition to see who can build the biggest and 
grandest edifice. Rather, God has called us into a 
community of like-minded believers, the church, and 
we are to build together. We are to build each other up, 
serve and help one another. As we do this we are being 
moulded together into a holy temple in which God 
dwells. The apostle Peter likens us to living stones that 
are being built up together into a holy temple.1

God has the blueprint. He is the Master Builder. He 
has created us for a unique role in His master plan. He 
is equipping us for that unique role. Fulfilment is found 
in submitting to the wise Master Builder, and allowing 
Him to mould and shape us into a reflection of who He 
is so that we can fulfil the role He intends for us. This 
is where the abundant and fulfilling life lies. To ignore 
this is like erecting a bridge in the middle of a lake. It 
might be good to look at for awhile, but it is of no use.

Jesus came so that we might have life and have it 
more abundantly.2 He declares that He is the life.3 
As we submit to Him, and build our lives on the 
foundation He has laid, we can find true meaning and 
purpose in our lives—meaning and purpose which 
extends past the short time span of this life—meaning 
and purpose which will extend into eternity.

Let’s hope that the monorail project is eventually 
completed and that this bridge can fulfil its intended 
function. But more importantly, let’s hope and pray 
that more people come to understand the origin and 
intended destination of their lives. Understanding that 
will enable them to build a life here on earth which will 
fulfil its intended purpose of forming and fashioning 
them into the image of God, and preparing them for 
a rich, full and abundant life which will continue into 
eternity.  ❏

How do you forgive someone and go on with your 
life? It is not easy, is it? 
Some cultures have customs of forgiveness. For 

example, the Masai in Tanzania perform an osotua, a 
word meaning “covenant”. 

In his inspirational book, Christianity Rediscovered, 
Vincent Donovan relates how osotua works. If a sin has 
occurred between families within a community, it can 
be disastrous to the unity of the nomadic clan. It may 
threaten why they came together in the first place. 

It is imperative that both the offending and 
offended parties be brought back together in an act 
of forgiveness. So the community prepares a meal, 
and both families must bring food. The offended must 
accept and eat the food prepared by the offender, and 
vice versa. The food is called “holy food”. 

The idea is that when the food is eaten, forgiveness 
comes, and a new osotua begins. 

Startling, isn’t it? What a simple idea. Have you shared 
holy food with someone you don’t like or whom you 
have offended? What about Communion? As you 
take Communion together, can a new covenant of 
forgiveness begin between you and someone whom 
you’ve offended or who has offended you? Or will you 
continue to carry the same resentment from holy meal 
to holy meal? 

Donovan notes of the Masai custom, “A new 
testament of forgiveness is brought about by an 
exchange of holy food. What can one say?” 

What a blessing when in our Lord and Saviour we 
can say the same.  ❏
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Let God be central in everything

by
Mak Chew 
YengWe aim for God to be central in our lives. Often 

this is the main reason for the quiet times we 
carve aside for ourselves. Times of family 

devotion, times attending Church regularly, times for 
participating in community services and the like. 

But now transpose that aim on to any individual 
event in a given day. Let’s say we’re rumoured to be on 
the company’s retrenchment list; or perhaps plagued by 
a dull pain that refuses to go away; or a loved one who 
hasn’t been his usual self lately; or perhaps that this 
is the first time your child is to fly off somewhere by 
himself, and he’s missed his flight and is now stranded 
in a remote airport in the middle of the night... Whether 
these happenings are real or intangible, anxiety can be 
heavy on our heart. So we pray. We bring our concerns 
to God, and seek His intervention—as God had taught 
us.1 We tell God our hopes for the desired outcome and 
seek His mercy and grace. And we should.

So what’s the problem?
Think about our focus—

our concerns, the dreadful 
things we fear may happen, 
the outcome we hope for—
and then we ask God to 
help us achieve our desires! 
Our focus is on concerns, 
desired outcomes, our 
hopes and wishes, rather 
than first on what God may 
want. Actually, when we 
think it through, we have 
placed God on the sidelines, 
merely to rubber stamp our 
plans and what we want, 
expecting God to help us 
out… To do what we want 
Him to do.

If God really is to be our 
focus, we need a radical shift in our thinking.

What would that look like? It would be like a 
photographer zooming in on the subject he has set 
his eyes on, where anything else is secondary and 
only serves to direct attention on to this focal point. 
Likewise, if God were to be centre stage in our 
conscious moments, especially in trying times, we 
should start by acknowledging that:

•	 God is all-knowing. Nothing happens without His 
knowing. He allows what happened to happen, 
according to His purpose.

•	 He is sovereign; He is in control and His purpose 
will stand.

•	 He is almighty, and nothing is beyond Him.
•	 He is love and He loves us. He has our best 

interests at heart. Sometimes we may not know, 
understand or agree with His plan; and that 
would be the time to ask Him to help us with our 
unbelief.

•	 He is the great Provider. He is known to be 
generous, even scandalously extravagant in 
lavishing His blessings on those He loves.

•	 And we should start by seeking His will, rather 
than our own in the first place.

We can thank and praise Him for who He is. Among 
other things:

•	 He is God who is Provider, Protector and Guide.2 

•	 He is Love and Lover of our soul.3 
•	 He is our Strength.4 
•	 He is our Hope.5 
•	 He is our Burden-Bearer.6 
•	 He is our Hiding Place.7 
•	 He is our Deliverer.8 
•	 Above all, we need to remember that He always 

has our best interests at heart.
When God is enthroned centre stage in our lives, we 

not only have the confidence to leave our concerns in 
His hands, but doing so becomes the expression of our 

love, trust and worship to 
Him. As David fled for his 
life from King Saul, he often 
railed against the injustice 
around him (God seemed to 
have abandoned him while 
he was going through these 
tough times), but David’s 
thoughts always ended with 
thanks and praise in the 
goodness and righteousness 
of this God whom he 
worshipped and in whom 
he trusted. This yielded him 
the “peace that transcends 
understanding”.9

In fact, when we resolutely 
keep God as our vital 
reference and our focus, 

we proclaim that whatever happens has meaning only 
when viewed from God’s perspective.10 Especially in a 
world where, too often, values are considered relative 
to the situation on hand, we need God even more to be 
our Anchor and Guide.

Is integrity worth the financial uncertainty one 
might have to accept in exchange for questionable 
ethics required in the work place? Is suffering a life-
threatening disease? Using that situation to help us 
draw closer to Him more than ever before should be 
our desire rather than a pain-free existence.

When God is our mainstay and intimacy with Him 
becomes our top priority, we declare by our life, 
our actions, who really is the love of our life. This is 
evidence He is, has become, the focus in our life, that 
we want Him more than anything. When God is central 
in our focus, we have eyes only for Him—isn’t that how 
lovers are? And just like lovers, when we have each 
other, everything else becomes secondary.  ❏
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Where your treasure is

Speaking of life...

by  
Joseph Tkach

An elderly man bought a lottery ticket and gave 
it to his wife for safekeeping. When the winning 
numbers were announced, she was the first 

to know that he had won ten million dollars. But she 
decided not to tell him immediately since he had a bad 
heart and she feared he might just drop dead from the 
shock of winning.

Consequently, she asked her pastor to break the news 
gently to her husband. When the pastor met him, he 
engaged him in small talk for a while and as gently as 
possible, asked: “What would you do if you were ever 
to win 10 million dollars?” 

Without 
hesitation 
the man 
replied, “I’d 
give half to 
the Church!” 
Whereupon, 
the pastor 
dropped 
dead.

While I 
would love 
to win the 
lottery, I have 
yet to ever 
buy a ticket…
so, I don’t 
expect to 
win. I have 
read that the 
love of money 
can cripple 
and diminish 
and destroy 
people more 
effectively 
than any form 
of illness. 

We have 
seen this 
portrayed in 
stories and in 
movies. The 
classic movie, 
Treasures of 
the Sierra 
Madre, starring Humphey Bogart, was one of those. 
The characters in the story came to value the gold they 
mined more than each other.

Not just once, but repeatedly in the Gospels, Jesus 
tells us that preoccupation with money can destroy 
our ability to enter into and rejoice in the new life He is 
offering us. 

I am reminded of the story of the multi-millionaire 
who was visiting a small church where he first became 

a Christian. He was invited to give a testimony on his 
faith experience. So the rich man spoke of when he 
was a little boy in the church, and how he had earned 
his first dollar. It was a silver dollar, and he had decided 
to keep it forever. But a visiting missionary came to 
church that day and preached about the urgent needs 
to proclaim the gospel in other poor places in the 
world.  Consequently, when the offering basket was 
passed around, he said that a great struggle took place 
inside him. As a result of his wanting to worship God 
with his whole heart and soul, he put his treasured 
silver dollar in the offering basket. And he concluded 

by saying 
that he was 
convinced 
the reason he 
had become 
a multi-
millionaire 
is that when 
he was a boy, 
he gave God 
everything he 
possessed. 

As he 
paused for 
effect, the 
congregation 
was 
spellbound 
by his 
tremendous 
testimony, 
until an 
elderly lady 
in the back 
stood up 
and said, 
“Brother, I 
dare you to 
do it again!”

Actually, of 
course, God 
expects us to 
take care of 
our families 
and pay our 
bills, but our 

donations are an integral part of our worship. And just 
like our prayer, we must be ready to do it again and 
again and again. Life consists not in how much we get, 
but in how we use what we are given.  ❏
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Bystander

by  
Joyce 
Catherwood

The unclean woman
Mark 5:21–42

continued from page 10

People cautiously stepped aside when I walked 
by. Most were disgusted by my presence. I was 
the unclean woman. For 12 years I suffered from 

a haemorrhage of blood. Anyone who touched me or 
touched anything I touched, was considered unclean 
until evening, then required to wash their clothes and 
bathe with water. 

Initially, a few had pity on me, 
willing to perform the rituals after 
having contact with me. But that 
quickly grew tiresome for my 
family and friends. Plus, there 
was the lingering foul odour and 
untidiness of it all. It was easier for 
people to avoid me. Doctors didn’t 
know how to treat my disease and 
often the “cure” was humiliating 
and painful, worse than the illness. 
The cost of treatments left me 
in poverty. I felt abandoned and 
useless. 

Then Jesus arrived in our 
town. The afflicted and hopeless 
whispered His name with deep 
affection. He offered healing of 
mind and body and soul, a new 
beginning. I dreamed of being 
whole again, doing the normal 
things women do. 

I searched the neighbourhoods 
and found Jesus surrounded by 
men, women and children, all 
wanting to see His face, to receive 
healing and a promise of better things. My heart 
soared. I was caught up in the excitement and decided 
if I could just touch His garment, somehow that would 
be enough. 

Then I noticed Jairus, a prominent synagogue leader, 

was with Jesus. They were on their way to Jairus’ house 
because his daughter was dying. My hopes shattered. 
Touching Jesus’ clothing as I planned would render 
Him ritually impure and He would not be allowed to 
enter Jairus’ home. But I was desperate and instantly 
convinced myself He wouldn’t know who touched 

Him. As He passed by, I stooped 
down and reached for Him, barely 
touching the fringe of His robe. I 
felt a surge of healing and strength! 
Breathless, I struggled to my feet 
and backed away. 

Jesus immediately asked: “Who 
touched Me?” I froze. He repeated 
the question. I wanted to run but 
instead fell at His feet, terrified 
because He had caught me. 
Sobbing and choking on my words, 
I poured out my story. 

There was no rebuke, no scolding 
for delaying and defiling Him. 
Instead Jesus praised my faith and 
said, “Take heart, daughter, you are 
free from your suffering!” But as He 
spoke, a servant ran up with the 
news that Jairus’ little girl had died. 
I swallowed hard, thinking I had 
selfishly delayed Jesus, causing a 
synagogue ruler’s only child to die. 
I feared retribution from Jairus, but 
Jesus reassured him, saying: “Don’t 
be afraid. Just believe.” Soon after, 
Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter from 

the dead! The master graciously delivered us both! 
What a glorious time I had returning to normal living. 

No more hiding in the shadows. No more shame and 
rejection. For the first time in 12 years, I embraced life 
and all those around me!  ❏

interacted with them in the best way at the time for 
them and for the grand plan. God gave them the law 
as a schoolmaster, with rewards for good behaviour 
and punishment for bad. But everything He did pointed 
them toward the next stage of His plan.

The Old Covenant was all about the flesh and set 
the stage for the Incarnation, which was prophesied 
throughout the Old Testament. The New Covenant is 
about new life in Christ, eternal life by God’s grace, a 
fulfilment of what God instituted by the Old Covenant. 
The Bible shows a progression, all leading to the cross.

People seem to want to draw conclusions about who 
God is based on our own human characteristics. At 
first glance it does seem God could be a two-headed 
monster, but isn’t that what we ourselves are—kind 

and gracious one day, mean and nasty the next? I think 
many of the misconceptions we have about God are 
based on not understanding God is not like us. He’s 
not capricious, mischievous, self-centred or petty. He 
does what He does for His own reasons, with wisdom 
and brilliance, and completely out of our scope of 
understanding. 

If God seems sometimes hard to understand, that’s 
because He is God. But we have Jesus, who is the 
perfect representation of God. He told His disciples 
because they had seen Him, they had seen who God is. 
People need to know they can read the Old Testament 
through Jesus’ eyes, and through His eyes, see straight 
to the heart of our loving God.  ❏
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When we are reading, we often find something that 
attracts our interest. It’s not earth-shattering, or life-
changing. But it’s worth cutting out and keeping, or 
sticking on the refrigerator door; or maybe sending 
to us for this page!
    We invite all our readers to contribute news items, 
quotes, or poems, that make you say ‘Hmm’. It could 
be in today’s paper, or in a book hundreds of years 
old. Try to send the original clipping, or a copy of the 
page to:

Hmm... The Plain Truth,  
Locked Bag 2002,
41990 Klang,
Selangor,
Malaysia.

Hmm...
I would like to learn, or 
remember, how to live…

Annie Dillard

Look, I am making all 
things new!

Jesus of Nazareth

Nothing worth having 
comes without some kind 

of a fight.
Bruce Cockburn

Courage is almost a 
contradiction in terms. It 
means a strong desire to 
live taking the form of a 

readiness to die.
G K Chesterton

It is not for our defeat 
but our victory that 
God allows pain. The 

meaninglessness, vanity, 
frustration, and futility of 
life are the catalysts God 

employs to draw us toward 
Him. Grace gets us home, 
but not until frustration 

gets our attention.
Anonymous

The Gospel is a love affair 
with God.

Anonymous

To love at all is to be 
vulnerable. Love anything, 

and your heart will 
certainly be wrung and 
possibly broken. If you 
want to make sure of 
keeping it intact, you 

must give your heart to 
no one, not even to an 

animal. Wrap it carefully 
around with hobbies and 
little luxuries; avoid all 
entanglements; lock it 
safely in the casket or 

coffin of your selfishness. 
But in that casket—safe, 

dark, motionless, airless—
it will change. It will not 
be broken; it will become 

unbreakable, impenetrable, 
irredeemable…the only 
place outside Heaven 

where you can be perfectly 
safe from all dangers…of 

love is Hell.
C S Lewis

The glory of God is man 
fully alive.

St. Iranaeus

The place where God calls 
you is the place where 

your deep gladness and the 
world’s deep hunger meet. 

Frederick Buechner

The tragedy of life is what 
dies inside a man while 

he lives.
Albert Schweitzer

Experience with God is 
the only way to move our 

understanding of Him from 
abstract to personal.

Anonymous

Sometimes there is nothing 
to obey; the only thing to 
do is to maintain a vital 
connection with Jesus 

Christ, to see that nothing 
interferes with that.
Oswald Chambers

Obey God in the things He 
shows you, and instantly 
the next thing is opened 
up. God will never reveal 
more truth about Himself 

until you have obeyed what 
you know already. 
Oswald Chambers

God’s will: Exactly what I 
would choose if I knew all 

the facts.
Bill Gothard

God waits to be wanted.
A W Tozer

The ideal for divine 
guidance is…a 

conversational relationship 
with God: the sort of 
relationship suited to 

friends who are mature 
personalities in a shared 

enterprise.
Dallas Willard

God loves each one of us as 
if there was only one of us 

to love. 
Saint Augustine

Naturally, we are inclined 
to be so mathematical and 
calculating that we look 

upon uncertainty as a bad 
thing…Certainty is the 

mark of the common-sense 
life; gracious uncertainty 

is the mark of the spiritual 
life. To be certain of 

God means that we are 
uncertain in all our ways, 

we do not know what a 
day may bring forth. This 
is generally said with a 

sigh of sadness; it should 
rather be an expression of 

breathless expectation.
Oswald Chambers

We are the sum of our 
choices, and our choices 

have consequences.
Anonymous

The turning point of our 
lives is when we stop 

seeking the God we want 
and start seeking the God 

who is. 
Anonymous

The single greatest time 
waster is the time we 

spend undoing that which 
ought not to have been 
done in the first place. 

Anonymous

Enemy-occupied territory—
that is what this world is.

C S Lewis

God’s Kingdom is not 
a place, but rather a 
relationship. It exists 

wherever people enthrone 
Jesus as lord of their lives.

J. I. Packer

Jesus Christ never died for 
our good works. They were 
not worth dying for. But He 
gave Himself for our sins, 

according to the Scriptures.
Martin Luther

Christ was taken up into 
heaven, not to enjoy blessed 
rest at a distance from us, 
but to govern the world for 

the salvation of all believers.
John Calvin

The only safe rule is to give 
more than we can spare. 

Our charities should pinch 
and hamper us. If we live at 
the same level of affluence 
as other people who have 

our level of income, we are 
probably giving away 

too little.
C S Lewis

Religion is the story of what 
a sinful man tries to do for 
a holy God; the gospel is the 
story of what a holy God has 

done for sinful men.
Roy Gustafson

Seek for happiness and 
you will never find it. Seek 
righteousness and you will 
discover you are happy. It 
will be there without your 
knowing it, without your 

seeking it.
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

At once they left their nets 
and followed Him. 

Matthew 4:20

The issue of faith is not so 
much whether we believe in 
God, but whether we believe 

the God we believe in.
Sproul, R. C.

Jesus only saved the disciples from the storm after 
He had sent them into the storm.

Anonymous
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Where are we n

by  
Dr. J. Michael 
Feazell

“World events are heating up!” “The beast 
of Revelation is about to burst on to the 
world scene!” Such statements are typical 

of the buzz phrases Bible prophecy pundits use to get 
people excited. 

The truth is, of course, that world events have always 
been hot. There is always a nation planning to attack 
another nation, there have always been despots 
brutalising their subjects, and freedom fighters have 
always harassed armies and terrorised civilians. These 
have all been going on from the dawn of civilization. 
The only difference today is that the world is more 
crowded, with its population of more than six billion, 
and weapons exist today that can destroy vast numbers 
of people in a single exchange. But the “heat” of 
human conflict has always been present. 

In other words, the statement “world events are 
heating up” is designed to stir emotions, which it does 
quite well, but it actually conveys nothing new or 
meaningful about the state of the world. 

Likewise, “The beast of Revelation is about to burst 
on to the world scene” is an emotion-stirring statement. 
But once again, it is a meaningless one. The person 
making the statement purports to know something that 
no one else knows, namely, exactly who or what is the 
beast of Revelation, and exactly when this who or what 
will make itself known to the world. The truth is, the 
person actually knows neither, and is simply making 
the statement to sound dramatic, get people excited, 
and palm himself or herself off as speaking for God, 
which they are not. 

What does Jesus say? 
Jesus could not have been plainer about people, 
believers included, knowing when He would return. He 
said, “No one knows about that day or hour, not even 
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” 

Some prophecy “experts” say they understand we 
can’t know the day nor the hour, but we can, they say, 
know the year, or the month, or the week. Nice try, but 
such reasoning only points up the human tendency 
to prefer the titillating over the truth. It reminds me of 
the kind of loophole-generating excuses my kids used 
to try on their mother when they were teenagers. But 
Jesus was not playing word games; He was saying that 
no one would know in advance of His coming.

What do the apostles say?
Paul was equally clear about no one knowing the 
timing of Jesus’ return. He wrote in 1 Thessalonians 
5:1–9:

“Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not 
need to write to you, for you know very well that the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night. While 
people are saying, ‘Peace and safety’, destruction will 
come on them suddenly, as labour pains on a pregnant 
woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers, 

are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you 
like a thief. You are all sons of the light and sons of the 
day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness.

“So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but 
let us be alert and self-controlled. For those who sleep, 
sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at 
night. But since we belong to the day, let us be self-
controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, 
and the hope of salvation as a helmet. For God did 
not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Believers won’t be surprised by the day of the Lord, 
Paul says. But the reason they won’t be surprised, 
he tells us, is not because they know the time in 
advance—Jesus says no one will know the time in 
advance. Paul says that believers won’t be surprised by 
the day of the Lord because their hearts are in what 
Jesus told them to have their hearts in.

And Jesus did not say, “By this everyone will know 
you are My disciples, because you will be predicting 
the time of My return.” He said that everyone would 
know who His disciples are by their love for one 
another. 

But it’s so much easier to predict the end time than 
it is to love others, isn’t it? The charts, the timetables, 
the maps, the newspaper clippings, the assigning beast 
heads and horns to rulers and empires—now that is not 
only easy, it’s fun. (And if you’re really good at it, you 
can get a lot of gullible people to send you money to 
“help get the warning message out.”) 

But loving your neighbour? Boring. 

Focus of prophecy 
What many people don’t understand is that “When?” 
is not the central point of Bible prophecy. The central 
point of prophecy is “Who?” Peter wrote: 

“Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke 
of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently 
and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time 
and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them 
was pointing when He predicted the sufferings of Christ 
and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to 
them that they were not serving themselves but you, 
when they spoke of the things that have now been told 
you by those who have preached the gospel to you by 
the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to 
look into these things.” 1 

What did the prophets speak of? The grace that 
would come to you through the sufferings, resurrection 
and ascension of Christ, Peter says. And again, what 
did the prophets speak of? “The gospel,” Peter says. 

In the same way, Paul preached that the prophets 
were pointing toward the gospel, the atoning work of 
Jesus Christ for human salvation: 

“We tell you the good news: What God promised our 
fathers He has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising 
up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: ‘You are 
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my Son; today I have become your Father.’ The fact 
that God raised Him from the dead, never to decay, is 
stated in these words: ‘I will give You the holy and sure 
blessings promised to David.’ 

“So it is stated elsewhere: ‘You will not let your Holy 
One see decay.’ For when David had served God’s 
purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was 
buried with his fathers and his body decayed. But the 
one whom God raised from the dead did not see decay. 

“Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that 
through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to 
you. Through Him everyone who believes is justified 
from everything you could not be justified from by 
the law of Moses. Take care that what the prophets 
have said does not happen to you: ‘Look, you scoffers, 

wonder and perish, for I am going to do something 
in your days that you would never believe, even if 
someone told you.’ ” 2 

How were the words of the prophets fulfilled? By the 
resurrection of Jesus, Paul says. What did the prophets 
warn about? Failing to believe the gospel, Paul says. In 
verse 27, Paul said, “The people of Jerusalem and their 
rulers did not recognise Jesus, yet in condemning Him 
they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read 
every Sabbath.” 

The focal point of Bible prophecy is this: Who is Jesus 
Christ and what has He done for human salvation? 
Bible prophecy is not about puzzling through world 
events to “prove” that “we are living in the last days” 
and “Jesus will return in our generation”. Certainly, 
Christians have been doing such puzzling for almost 
2,000 years, and they have always, every time, without 
fail, been wrong. 

“But this time we know we’re in the last days,” 
someone will argue. “Just look at the signs.” 

But the Scriptures answer simply: “No you don’t, and 
the fact that you’re focused on it means that you are 
missing the point of Christian faith.” 

Everyone in the end time 
From one perspective, every Christian who has ever 
lived has been in the “end time”. That’s because the 
only time any of us know is our own lifetime, and when 
our lifetime ends, our next moment is with the Lord. 
When you think about it that way, it doesn’t matter 
whether Jesus will literally return in your lifetime, 
because you’re going to meet Him the minute you die 
anyway. 

Realising that, we can be free to devote ourselves to 
loving others, which includes spreading the gospel, 

instead of wasting precious time trying to figure out 
something Jesus plainly told us we would not know. 

What to do 
What are we supposed to be doing while we wait 
for Jesus to return? We’re supposed to be loving one 
another and loving our neighbours. We’re supposed to 
be living and sharing the gospel. We’re not supposed 
to be obsessing over whether Jesus will return in this 
generation. 

So if you’re looking for some good, sound biblical 
advice, here it is: Get on with life, forget about your 
charts and timetables. They are worthless, and worse 
than worthless, because they divert your attention 
from what really matters. And in case you didn’t know 
it, they make you obnoxious rather than make you a 
blessing to those around you. 

Where are we now in prophecy? 
Right where every Christian has always been, or at 

least should be—about our Father’s business.  ❏
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