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Gifts you can give
Editorial

by
Dr. P. 
SellappanTraditionally, at this time of the year, many 

Christians give gifts—parents to children, 
husbands to wives, friends to friends. The gifts 

may be physical in nature or invitations to special meals 
or trips to exotic places. But none can beat God’s gifts 
to us—His children.

God’s gift to us
God the Father has given us the greatest gift of 
all—His own Son Jesus Christ so that we might 
receive forgiveness, reconciliation, acceptance, and 
adoption as His children. Jesus came in the flesh as 
our substitute and representative. As our substitute, 
He took our sin upon Himself and died for us, and as 
our representative, He offered perfect obedience and 
sacrifice to God on our behalf so 
we could be counted righteous 
before God. And He has also 
given us the gift of the Holy Spirit 
that gives us eternal life. In short, 
Jesus had done everything so we 
could live with God forever. He 
did this because of His great love 
for us.

Every good and perfect gift 
comes from God.1 God’s gifts are 
too numerous to count. He gives 
us the sun, the moon and the 
stars for seasons and flora and 
fauna for our sustenance. He also 
gives us talents and opportunities 
so we can engage in productive 
activities and be a blessing to 
others. He surrounds us with 
people—parents, spouses, 
children, relatives and friends—
so we can fellowship with them. 
He also comforts us in our 
sufferings and hardships. In short, 
He walks alongside us in all of 
our life’s journeys.

Gifts we can give
God created us in His own image and He desires that 
we imitate Him.2 He lavishes us with gifts and He wants 
us to share them with others. The gifts need not be 
expensive. All we need is a heart of giving. 

So what gifts can we give? For a start, why not give 
a smile or greet people you meet? How about giving 
compliments? We can always find some good traits in 
others—their smiles, their grooming, their friendliness. 
How about saying “thank you” for the services we 
receive? You can give these simple courtesies to 
your loved ones, to your colleagues, to your church 
members, and to your neighbours.

There are many lonely and hurting people out 
there—the elderly, the widows, the orphans, and the 

helpless. They have no one to talk to. How about giving 
the gift of your time just listening to them? How about 
visiting the sick and praying for them?

How about inviting people for simple meals? Doing 
so can encourage and bring people closer. How about 
using your abilities and talents to help someone who 
needs your help such as children or elderly people? 

You can go a lot farther. How about forgiving people 
who had offended you? Can you overlook their faults 
and weaknesses just as you want others to overlook 
yours? Love covers a multitude of sins.3 How about 
praying for them? 

How about giving a gift of this magazine to your 
relatives, friends, neighbours, strangers, or even 
enemies? It doesn’t cause you anything. All you need to 

do is fill up the subscription card 
and send it to us. Or if you prefer, 
you may email their addresses to 
ptasia@myjaring.net. It may be 
a small gift in terms of monetary 
value, but it is definitely a big 
gift in terms of giving people 
direction for life, hope and 
encouragement. It can lead them 
to the Source of all blessings—
Jesus Christ. He is the best gift 
you can give to anyone. And you 
can give this gift all year round!

We in Malaysia and Singapore 
have been tremendously blessed 
and we have so much to thank 
for. We don’t go hungry and 
many of us have our own homes. 
We haven’t been battered 
with earthquakes, typhoons 
and floods like some of our 
neighbours. Not that we are more 
righteous. Time and chance 
happen to all. We should offer 
help in whatever ways we can, 
including praying for them.

We also want to acknowledge God’s gifts to us. We 
can do this by offering ourselves as a living sacrifice—
thanking, praising, serving and sharing the gifts that He 
has given us with others. 

God is self-giving. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit give 
themselves to each other and to His creation of which 
we are a part. Their self-giving love is what produces 
the abundant life and this is what He is extending 
to us. God has given us gifts—time, money, talents, 
opportunities and knowledge of salvation—and He 
desires that we share them with others willingly and 
cheerfully. He is asking us to share what we have, not 
what we don’t have. May God bless you manifold for 
being a generous and cheerful giver.4  ❏
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What our readers say:

Although The Plain Truth is sent free of 
charge, it is not without cost. Each copy 
is made possible by the generosity of 
others. So we are very grateful for those 
readers who send a donation, and make 
it possible for us to continue to publish 
the good news of the Gospel.
We welcome your comments. Letters for 
this section should be addressed to:
“Letters to the Editor”, The Plain Truth, 
Locked Bag 2002, 41990 Klang, Selangor, 
Malaysia.
or sent via electronic mail to: 
ptasia@myjaring.net

The editor reserves the right to use letters 
so addressed in whole or in part, and to 
include your name and edit the letter for 
clarity and space.

A very blessed new year to all of you at 
The Plain Truth office! May God bless 
the wonderful work you all are doing in 
sharing the gospel message with as many 
people as possible. It’s truly a magazine of 
understanding.
Eric Benjamin Rajendram
Subang Jaya

Thank you for sending me The Plain 
Truth. Just curious: In the latest editorial 
(Sep-Nov 2009 issue) you mentioned that 
you print 20,000 copies per issue and 
distribute them free of charge to anyone 
who requests for it within Malaysia or 
Singapore. It must have cost you quite a bit 
to finance the production and distribution 
of such a glossy magazine without 
carrying any advertisements. Even at RM5 
per issue, it will cost RM100,000 per issue 
or RM500,000 for 1 year (5 issues). How do 
you do that?
Jayashree
Petaling Jaya
Ed: God provides! All the members of the 
PT team (including writers) are volunteers. 
They don’t receive any payments or 
salaries. Our office space is donated for 
free. All the writing, editing and design 
work is done using a few personal 
computers scattered around the world 
and connected to the Internet. Printing 
and postage comprise the bulk of the 
expenditure. It costs approximately RM2 
to print and mail a copy within Malaysia 
(RM3 in Singapore). That means, it costs 
around RM40,000 per issue or RM200,000 
per year. Readers’ contributions cover 
approximately 10-15% of the cost while the 
rest is borne by the sponsor. We are very 
grateful to those who contribute generously 
to make this ministry possible.

A small gift of $100.00 for faith sharing, 
witnessing and articles of inspiration. 
Thank you for sending me your magazine 
for many years. I do look forward to 
receiving and reading them. You are doing 
a great job. I am 83 years old and a retiree, 
living on my own and counting on God’s 
blessings and goodness day by day. 
Joyce Mui
Subang Jaya
Ed: Thank you, Joyce, for your generous 
contribution.  Your offering will certainly go 
a long way in supporting 10 readers for a 
year.

The Plain Truth has filled my spiritual 
needs. It has quenched my thirst for the 
word of God and lifted my soul. It has 
been beneficial to me, my family and my 
friends.
Mclean Kula
Kota Kinabalu

The Plain Truth provides me with the 
understanding of the meaning and 
purpose of life. I hope the Lord will bless 
you and your staff for the good work. Hope 
the readership will grow too.
Roland Foo Fai Teck
Singapore

The Plain Truth is like a spiritual vitamin 
supplement to my spiritual growth. Thank 
God for the writers/contributors. The 
articles are indeed inspiring and uplifting. 
They provide great testimonies which are 
shared among the members in the body of 
Christ.
Victor Sng 
Singapore

The Plain Truth is enlightening, relevant, 
factual and thought-provoking.  The 
articles are well written by very 
experienced researchers and writers.  I 
have become more knowledgeable and 
mature in understanding the Word of God 
and it helps me a lot when dealing with 
non-Christian and Christian friends and 
colleagues. 
Kakak Luhin
Kuching
Ed:  It is our desire and aim to bring 
spiritual knowledge and understanding to 
our increasingly secular society and we 
are thankful to hear that our magazine is 
helping you in dealing with your friends 
and colleagues. 

The Plain Truth helps me to have faith 
in God and it also helps me through my 
pains.
Helen Tan
Petaling Jaya
Ed:  God’s Word is likened to a balm, 
soothing and healing.  We are so privileged 
to be able to bring God’s Word to people 
who are hurting. May God continue to 
nourish and comfort you as you hunger and 
thirst for His Word.

The Plain Truth provides spiritual truths 
not necessarily available in my church and 
also practical Christian living principles 
based on Bible verses.
Timothy Ley
Singapore

I find The Plain Truth inspiring, 
enlightening and it brings me closer 
to God and fellow Christians in this 
challenging yet interesting Christian 
walk. The articles are thought- provoking, 
simple to understand, and creative. It 
also explains some of the things I have 
yet to learn and sheds light on the extra 
knowledge that everyone treasures. Thank 
you so much for making this possible.  
God bless you and may your hard work 
continue to reach out to all of us who 
desperately need such knowledge. Keep 
up the excellent work.
Chang Mee Yan
Ipoh

I find The Plain Truth helpful as the stories 
are interesting and thought-provoking. 
I am able to understand a bit more 
about Christianity each time I read your 
magazine. Thanks for retaining my name 
on your mailing list.
Lau Kai Thong
Ed: We will keep sending you the Plain 
Truth as long as you want it. And it is 
encouraging to hear that the articles are 
helping you in your spiritual understanding.
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Christmas: When Jesus Showed Us 
Who We Really Are

by
Rick 
Shallenberger

Cover story

“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling 
among us,” is arguably the most profound 
and exciting statement in the Bible. We know 

Jesus came to seek and save the lost, but the good news 
goes much further than that. Salvation is not merely 
the removal of our sins, it is a new creation, a radical 
transformation of what it means to be human.

You might even say that Christmas is not only about 
Jesus; it’s ultimately about you!

True humanity
When John wrote in John 1:14 that Jesus became flesh 
and dwelled among us, he used an ancient image 
the Jews were familiar with. The word he used that 

is translated “dwelled” literally means “to pitch one’s 
tent”. It was a reference to God’s dwelling among the 
Israelites in the tabernacle, a special tent which was the 
precursor to the temple of Solomon (see Exodus 40:34–
38). The difference is that the Word—Jesus—didn’t just 
dwell among humanity, He became human. 

As the perfect human, Jesus is the definition of 
everything it means to be human. Whatever Jesus is, 
that is what He has made humanity to be in Him. 

This tells you at least three things about yourself.
1.  It tells you that God is on your side. Jesus is God’s 

beloved Son in whom He is well pleased.1 Because 
your life is in Jesus, and in fact, He is your life,2 you 

share in His personal relationship with the Father. 
With Him and in Him, you are God’s beloved child. 

2.  It tells you that your sins have been removed. 
Isaiah 59:2 declares that sin separates people from 
God. When Jesus came, He took that sin upon 
Himself so that we could be reconciled to God. In 
other words, Jesus became sin3 so that we could 
be completely reconciled to God. 

3.  It tells you that nothing stands between you and 
God. John 1:14 says that Jesus “came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” Jesus restored us to 
God through grace, without our input or help. We 
were reconciled even when we were still sinners, 
Paul wrote in Romans 5:10. It’s a gift.

Jesus restored us to God by taking our broken human 
condition on Himself. He became the representative 
and the substitute for all of humanity. Paul sums this 
up in 2 Corinthians 8:9: “For you know the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet 
for your sakes He became poor, so that you through 
His poverty might become rich.” As a human, Jesus 
brings humanity into perfect relationship with God and 
as God, He brings God into perfect relationship with 
humanity. 

Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:4-5, “Because of His 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made 
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
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transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.” 
This is reconciliation at its finest. But then Paul went 
one step further in verse 6, saying, “God raised us up 
with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus.” We are not waiting for God 
to accept us. For the sake of Christ, He already has 
accepted us, and it never depended on us.

In the Parable of the Prodigal Son, Jesus illustrates 
God’s unconditional love for wayward humanity. In 
this parable the betrayed father represents God and 
the prodigal son represents all of us. The Father never 
rejected us—we rejected the Father. Yet He eagerly 
awaits our repentance (turning our hearts back to Him) 
and stands watching down the road for the first sign 
of our return. As soon as He sees us, He runs down 
the road to embrace us, honour us, and declare us His 
beloved child.

To be fully human is to know God
Jesus is the perfect revelation of the Father. As Ray 
Anderson put it in his book, The Shape of Practical 
Theology, “To know Jesus is to be confronted with the 
reality of God Himself.” There is no difference between 
the heart of Jesus and the heart of the Father. Jesus 
said He was one with the Father.4 To know Jesus is to 
know God. 

In coming to be with us, Jesus showed us the Father’s 
love and compassion toward us. He “pitched His tent” 
among us because He wants to be with us and to 
identify with us. God didn’t turn His back on sinners, 
He came to live among them, to love them and to heal 
them. 

God created us to be in relationship with Him. This 
was the plan from the foundation of the earth. Paul 
wrote in Ephesians 1:4–10, “In love He predestined us 
to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ… And 
He made known to us the mystery of His will…to bring 
all things in heaven and on earth together under one 
head, even Christ.” 

Jesus was never “plan B”. It was always God’s plan 
and purpose to be in loving communion with those He 
created in His image.

When “the Word became flesh and made His 
dwelling among us,” He didn’t come to live in a tent 
or a temple. He came to live in us. He bound Himself 
to us, taking up our cause, bearing and vanquishing 
our sinfulness. He called us His friends and made us 
His brothers and sisters, bringing us with Him into the 
Father’s embrace. 

As Anderson said: Jesus confronts us with the reality 
of God. The Spirit leads us to Jesus, and when we know 
Jesus, we know the Father. When we are in communion 
with Jesus, we are in communion with the Father and 
with the Spirit. 

To be fully human is to know God—to know He loves 
us, wants us, and will never let us go. Jesus heals and 
restores our full humanity, becoming for us the image 
of God into which we were created.

Jesus shows us what life is all about. It’s about 
walking in communion with God—being in 
relationship with the One who created us, loves us, 
dwells among and in us, and adopts us as His own 
precious children. 

Yes, Christmas shows us what it means to be truly 
human. The Christmas story finally is about you.  ❏

A Fresh Look at Nothing

“[Jesus], being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God 

something to be grasped, but made 

Himself nothing, taking the very nature 

of a servant, being made in human 

likeness.”

When Paul says that the Son of God 

made Himself “nothing”, he is not 

implying that humans are nothing. Paul 

is using a figure of speech to express that 

Jesus humbled Himself in love in order 

to serve us. We, then, should follow His 

example by humbling ourselves in order 

to love and serve one another. 

Theologian Gordon Fee summarises 

it this way: “In Christ Jesus God has 

shown His true nature; this is what it 

means for Christ to be ‘equal with God’—

to pour Himself out for the sake of others 

and to do so by taking the role of a slave. 

Hereby He not only reveals the character 

of God but also reveals what it means for 

us to be created in God’s image. To bear 

His likeness and have His ‘mindset’. 

It means taking the role of the slave for 

the sake of others.” 

(Gordon Fee, Philippians, InterVarsity 

Press, 1999)
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How to be an “overcomer”

by  
Paul Hailey

It has taken me quite a while to comprehend some of 
the basics of Christianity—years in fact. Christianity 
is not very complicated, but pre-conceived ideas, 

faulty teachings, and misunderstandings had distorted 
my thinking. I definitely don’t have it all together yet. 
Many questions remain. But it was a relief to discard 
one particularly troubling perception that I had.

I knew that Jesus would return some day to give 
everlasting life to His followers. But I was bothered 
by those seven verses in Revelation chapters 2 and 
3 that speak of salvation being given to “those who 
overcome”. One such verse reads, “He who overcomes 
will not be hurt at all by the second death.” 1 It seemed 
to me that this verse and the six others like it were 
implying that only the “overcomers” would be granted 
everlasting life, while other unfortunate people would 
not be counted as “overcomers” and would not be 
saved. So I wondered: “What must I overcome?” “Do 
I have to overcome all bad thoughts, words, and 
actions?” “Where is the line between being good 
enough and not good enough?”

Perhaps you too have wondered if you would be 
“good enough” to receive God’s 
gift of salvation. Many Christians 
do worry that they will not 
measure up and lose out. But that 
is a needless concern.

We do fall short
We are not alone in recognising 
that our spiritual lives are flawed. 
The Apostle Paul confronted his 
own faults and commented on 
his personal struggle to overcome them. He expressed 
it this way, “For what I do is not the good I want to do; 
no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing.” 
“What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from 
this body of death?” But Paul also understood the 
answer when he wrote, “Thanks be to God—through 
Jesus Christ our Lord!” 2

Like Paul, we often do what we don’t want to do. We 
speak words and commit actions that are unkind and 
inappropriate. Then typically we become disappointed 
in ourselves. But our disappointment should not 
become a lingering guilt that hinders us from moving 
forward. Instead, we should let our slip-ups prompt us 
to strive to do better.

It is comforting to remember that God knows that we 
fall short. “As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him; 
for He knows how we are formed, He remembers that 
we are dust.” 3 Like Paul, we can be absolutely assured 
and grateful that our Lord has saved us from our own 
sinfulness.

But what about those troubling verses in Revelation 
that seem to say that we must “overcome” in order to 
receive everlasting life?

We overcome through Jesus
Through the Holy Spirit and our own feeble efforts 
we may topple some of our sinful nature. But Jesus is 
the only one who has overcome all that is sinful. After 
telling His disciples that He would shortly return to 
His Father in heaven He told them, “I have overcome 
the world.” 4 He was declaring that He overcame the 
cosmos—the earth and all things in the earth. Jesus 
overcame everything that is evil. He triumphed over sin 
when He lived a sinless life. He put Satan to shame by 
never yielding to his temptations. He conquered death 
when He died and three days later came out of the 
tomb radiantly alive. Jesus mastered and overcame sin 
and death for all humanity.

When we understand that Jesus is the Son of God and 
welcome Him as our Saviour, we unite with Him and 
share in His victory. Through Him we take part in His 
overcoming the world, Satan, and sin. We then become 
overcomers ourselves.5

We Christians obviously aren’t perfect, but our 
Saviour clothes us with His perfect righteousness. He 
simply doesn’t hold our sins against us.6 We can’t be 

“overcomers” by ourselves, but 
Jesus has obliterated the sin of 
the world, including yours and 
mine, and even the sins of those 
who don’t know it yet.

As His disciples we should 
strive to improve our character, 
but we have no reason to fret 
about being “good enough”. 
Jesus, the only One who has lived 
a perfect life, is our Overcomer. 

Through our faith in Jesus, we too are overcomers with 
Him.

Let’s allow that wonderful truth to sink deep within 
our thinking! When we do fully grasp our unity with 
Jesus as overcomers, we can feel unashamed to talk 
to God about our shortcomings. Then He lovingly 
removes those guilty feelings, freeing us to live with 
clear conscience and increased determination to be 
better.

Let’s remember that God is not through with any of 
us yet. In ways we seldom realise or understand, He 
removes some of those tarnishes in our character. In 
His time He will perfect us when He returns and will 
“transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like 
His glorious body.” 7 Then and only then will we be free 
from the sin that so easily enters our lives.

In the meantime let’s yield our lives to our 
Overcomer, and trust Him ultimately to give us 
everlasting life. Through Him we are overcomers, and 
we will be ready to meet Him no matter when He 
returns.

Thank you Lord, for being our Overcomer.  ❏

“...Where is the line between 

being good enough and 

not good enough?”
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Mirror,

by  
Dr. J. Michael 
Feazell

What do you see when you look in the mirror? 
Snow White’s evil stepmother, who turned 
out to be a witch on top of being an evil 

stepmother, saw herself as the most beautiful woman in 
the kingdom. Of course, she had to enchant the mirror 
to get it to tell her that. 

My mirror doesn’t talk to me, thank God, but it does 
render a remarkably high-definition rendering of my 
image, although a bit reversed. And that image, even 
if it weren’t reversed, is not the most beautiful person 
in the land. What I see is an aging, balding, fattening, 
half-sleepy lout. More than that, I see a selfish, greedy, 
rather vain screw-up who despite a lifetime of trying to 
“overcome sin”, still seems, from time to time, to lose 
his temper, act rudely, shade the truth, and behave in 
any number of negative ways that I despise. 

Not everyone would see my reflection that way. Some 
would probably see an average, generally pleasant 
sort of fellow one might not mind having dinner with 
or going to a ball game with. That’s because they don’t 
know me the way I know myself. I’m glad they don’t. 

But there is One who sees me radically differently 
from the way I see myself or the way others see me. 
The apostle Paul refers to that in 1 Corinthians 13:12, 
when he says, “Now we see but a poor reflection as in 
a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in 
part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.”

Paul is telling us that what we see in the mirror is 
not what we really are—we see only a poor reflection 
of the real us. But the day is coming when we will see 
ourselves as we really are. Now we know in part—we 
have only an inkling of what we really are, but the day 
is coming when we will know ourselves as God has 
made us to be in Jesus Christ. That is how God knows 
us already.

In Colossians 3:1–4, Paul is even more explicit. He 
says, “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 
your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, 
not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now 
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your 

life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in 
glory.”

Notice that Paul uses the past tense: “…you have been 
raised with Christ…” This is not something that is yet to 
happen in the future—it is already a reality. 

When I look in the mirror, I don’t see this new me 
that is seated with Christ at the right hand of the Father. 
I see the struggling sinner that I know I am. But Paul 
says that I have died and have been raised with Christ, 
past tense, and that this new life I have in Christ is, for 
now, hidden. That’s why I don’t see it, why much of the 
time I don’t even believe it. But, Paul says, when Christ 
appears, then I will appear with Him as I really am, the 
way He has already made me to be in Him. For the first 
time, I will see myself not as a poor reflection, but as I 
really am in Christ.

This means that it is not up to us to get salvation, 
or even to get righteous or moral or “better”. God has 
already done that for us in spite of us. Paul does not 
admonish us to “set our hearts on things above” in 
order to be raised with Christ. Quite the reverse. He tells 
us to set our hearts on things above because we have 
already been raised with Christ, because we already 
are a new person in Christ. 

We are to set our minds on things above, not earthly 
things, because our real life is already hidden with 
Christ in God. Christ is our life, Paul tells us, and 
only when He is revealed—what we call the Second 
Coming—will our real selves, made perfect in Him, be 
revealed also. No more poor reflections in the mirror. 
We will finally see ourselves face to face, as the new 
creation our Father has made us to be in Jesus Christ.

Throughout the New Testament, Paul admonishes 
us to behave righteously because we already are in 
Christ. He never tells us to behave righteously in order 
to get Christ to accept us. And yet, we seem to have a 
love affair with putting our spiritual carts before the 
proverbial horse. We can’t seem to get it out of our 
heads that we have to be good before God will save us. 

But we are told simply to believe what is already true. 
Jesus Christ died for us while we were still sinners, Paul 
says in Romans 5:6. We were reconciled to God while 
we were still His enemies, he adds in verse 10. 

The late Trinitarian theologian Thomas Torrance put 
it this way: “Jesus Christ died for you precisely because 
you are sinful and utterly unworthy of Him, and has 
thereby already made you His own before and apart 
from your ever believing in Him. He has bound you to 
Himself by His love in such a way that He will never let 
you go, for even if you refuse Him and damn yourself in 
hell His love will never cease.” 1

Such complete commitment to us, such indescribable 
love, such unconditional grace, cannot be earned. It 
cannot be changed, either by good behaviour or bad 
behaviour. It demands only one thing: faith. God has 
already given us everything—grace, righteousness, 
salvation—through Jesus Christ. We can add nothing to 
that. All we can do is trust Him to be our salvation, to 
be our life. “When Christ, who is your life, appears, then 
you also will appear with Him in glory.” 2

Yet we have the idea that the gospel is primarily 
about getting us to improve our behaviour, as in 
“straighten out your life and then God will love you”. 
But the gospel isn’t about us improving our behaviour. 
The gospel is about love—not that we loved God, but 
that He loves us.3

God loved you before you were born; He loves you 
even though you are a sinner; He will never stop loving 
you even though you fall short of His righteous and 
godly behaviour every day. That is good news—gospel 
truth.

Jesus Christ is our righteousness, our holiness and 
our redemption.4 We’re not. We bring nothing to the 



December–January 2010  9

1 Torrance, 
Thomas, The 
Mediation 
of Christ, 
Colorado 
Springs, CO: 
Helmers & 
Howard, 1992, 
p.94

2 Colossians 3:4
3 1 John 4:19
4 1 Corinthians 

1:30

 mirror

table. Instead, we trust Him to be for us everything we 
are powerless to be for ourselves. It is because He first 
loved us that we are freed from our selfish hearts to 
love Him and to love one another. 

Love cannot be coerced or forced or enforced by any 
law or contract. It can only be freely given and freely 
received. God freely gives it, and He wants us to freely 
receive it.

To this end, the Holy Spirit works in us, leading us, 
urging us, to participate in the new life of love God 
has given us in Christ—not to help us “measure up” or 
somehow “attain” salvation, but rather to help us learn 
how to be the new person God has already made us 
to be in Christ. We are a new creation—already seated 

with Christ at the right hand of the Father. That is the 
way God knows us, the way He sees us, even though it 
is still hard for us to see.

So the next time you look in the mirror, take heart. 
Regardless of all the rotten things you know about the 
wretch looking back at you, take a moment to think 
about how God sees you. Because what God sees is 
what’s real. And He sees you as His beloved child—
forgiven, clean, reconciled and made new in Jesus 
Christ. 

Let the mirror reflect what it reflects. But never forget 
that there is a new you already seated with Jesus at the 
right hand of the Father, beloved and safe, awaiting the 
day of Christ’s appearing.  ❏
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She made home happy
by  
Kenda Turner“Axsher. Now there’s a name for your baby,” I 

teased. Pausing before a prominent graveyard 
monument, my pregnant friend laughed and 

said, “I’ll have to think about that one.”
Although we were visiting the pioneer cemetery to 

study local history, we also found ourselves chuckling 
over unusual names. Standing in warm sunlight and 
touched by a light breeze, we continued to inspect the 
marker’s chiselled words:

Axsher, wife of David Bevis.
Died October 29, 1894.
Aged 78 years.

Then in a 
hushed moment 
of discovery, 
when even the 
breeze seemed 
to stand still, we 
were jolted by 
the epitaph:

She made 
home happy.

“She made 
home happy.” 
My heart 
skipped a 
beat. A recent 
memory of a 
time in which 
my home hadn’t 
been all that 
happy popped 
into my head. 
Who was this 
woman for 
whom such 
a testimony 
could be engraved in stone? Intrigued, I went home 
determined to learn about Axsher Bevis.

A bit of research revealed interesting facts. In 1816, 
Axsher Bevis was born Axsher Stout, the fourth of 12 
children. In 1836, she married David Bevis, himself the 
fourth of 12 children. Together they had 12 children of 
their own!

Further investigation showed that Axsher married 
into an active extended family that owned several 
businesses, including a hotel, general store, and 
sawmill. And by 1860, Axsher faced the turbulent Civil 
War years with army-aged sons, married daughters, and 
eight younger children, including an infant. Yet with all 
her responsibilities—mine pale in comparison—she 
was remembered for making home happy. What was 
her secret?

I stumbled upon a convincing possibility in a quiet 
obscure fact. In 1842, the Bevis family donated land for 
a church to be built. Axsher was one of the church’s 

original members. And in family historical notes, a 
grandson fondly remembered how the family was 
“accustomed to gather” in Axsher’s home on Sundays 
after church.

Axsher’s legacy was rooted in a Christian heritage. 
This discovery stirred my imagination. I began to 
picture her in her (few) quiet moments with an opened 
Bible before her. What verses, I wondered, inspired 
her most? Perhaps ones like Philippians 4:4: “Rejoice 
in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” Or 
maybe 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18: “Be joyful always; 
pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances.” I 

could almost 
hear the music: 
“Is anyone 
happy? Let him 
sing songs of 
praise.” 1 Verses 
on kindness, 
forgiveness and 
love would have 
influenced her 
as well. The 
key to Axsher’s 
happy home, 
I concluded, 
was her faith in 
God’s word.

Of course 
Axsher’s life 
would not have 
been all song 
and smiles. 
She’d have had 
her share of 
hurts and losses. 
But Axsher’s 
faith would have 

taken her beyond just inspiration. Her faith, coupled 
with hope, would have led her to Jesus, the “author and 
perfecter of our faith who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross.” 2 In Him Axsher would find true 
joy—the master key to a happy home.

Incidentally, conclusive evidence could not be found 
on the origin of Axsher’s name. But I learned that a 
close form, Asher, means “happy one” in Hebrew. What 
a coincidence!

Axsher. An unusual name and a curious inscription 
led from one woman’s inspirational legacy to a valuable 
personal reminder. A happy home comes from God’s 
word embedded in our hearts and lived out daily 
through His presence and promise. And though 
the epitaph “she made home happy” may never be 
chiselled on my stone—or yours—we can look forward 
to the day when we hear the most desired words of 
all: “Well done, good and faithful servant… come and 
share your master’s happiness.” 3  ❏



December–January 2010  11

A heavenly lesson glimpsed through my earthly father

by  
Stefanie Tai

I felt guilty for raising my voice to dad, who is now in 
his late 80s and in poor health. He was slow coming 
in for his breakfast, which had been prepared for him 

earlier. After he had eaten, I watched him sadly, thin and 
frail, limping away.

During our younger days, my siblings and I looked 
forward to going out with dad on Sundays. He would 
take us to a movie, followed by a scrumptious meal 
and washed down with quenching ice-cold chendol. 
Then he would buy us our favourite Marvel Superheros 
or Beano and Dandy comics, a movie magazine, two 
different Sunday newspapers—all of which slowly 
nurtured our love for reading. To this day, we are ever 
grateful to him.

Back then dad seemed to enjoy walking to and from 
town under the 
hot sun. We didn’t 
understand why 
since buses came 
regularly. But now, 
he is housebound 
with weak legs, 
hard of hearing, 
failing eyesight and 
fading memory. 
When asked by 
the family doctor, 
dad says he can’t 
remember his age 
but believes that he 
is in his 50s!

Dad occasionally 
laments, “Old 
already. Useless.” 
But for us, God says 
we are to honour 
our parents. It’s not 
easy, especially 
when dad has 
become less 
mobile and more 
dependent on us for almost everything. And he is a 
human being with faults and quirks like us. 

As he becomes progressively weaker with situations 
arising beyond his control, dad slowly loses interest in 
his personal hygiene. He has to be repeatedly reminded 
to clean up after going to the toilet, change when his 
clothes get soiled, wash his hands and mouth after 
eating and even to take bath, though all these were 
once normal routines for him.  One day I was taken 
aback when he said to me, “May God bless you” after 
I had struggled to deal with his waste and gave him a 
good warm bath thereafter. It must have been equally 
hard for dad who is no longer master of his own 
destiny, stripped of his independence and sense of self-
worth. 

While caring for dad gets more challenging, I try 

to remember and appreciate the good he has done 
for me in the past. It makes the going today more 
bearable and manageable as opportunity avails for me 
to return his love.  It also gives me a glimpse of how I 
should worship our Heavenly Father in response to the 
wonderful things He has done for me (even though He 
will never need me to ‘take care of Him’).

Psalm 139 conveys that long before I was born, God 
the Father already knew me. Ephesians 1:4–12 further 
states that long before the creation of the world, God 
had already planned to have a personal relationship 
with me. He wants me as His own, part of His extended 
family. He cleanses me from all my sins, adopts me as 
His child and even prepares a place for me with Him, 
eternally in heaven. In brief, He invites me to share 

and participate in 
His life and love. 
All these are for 
‘free’—because His 
Son, Jesus Christ 
has already paid 
for everything in 
full, through His 
shed blood on the 
cross, through His 
resurrection and 
ascension. Jesus 
came to open 
the door to that 
relationship.

There are also 
benefits in my life 
right now. God 
gave me His Holy 
Spirit to guide me 
in right living. Of 
course, He did not 
promise that my life 
would be filled with 
constant blessings. 
He did assure me, 

however, that He would carry me through the difficult 
times, such as caring for my dad. He gives me peace 
and strength, while He teaches me to trust and obey 
Him during trying times.

In short, life with all its difficulties would be worth 
living, problems would be worth enduring, and the 
sacrificial risks would be worth taking because God 
our Father provides hope that there is more to life than  
I can see right now.

When the journey to the Kingdom gets bumpy, let us 
remember the good that our Heavenly Father has done 
for us, in Christ. Being grateful will help us soldier on 
with unshakeable hope, whatever the circumstances. 
Thank you for fathers, in sickness and in health.  ❏
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Jesus is still human

by  
Dr. P. 
Sellappan

Jesus Christ came to this earth as a human being 
some 2,000 years ago. Before that He was a spirit 
being. He lived on earth for 33 years, died for our 

sin, rose from the grave and ascended to heaven where 
He is now seated at the right hand of God in power and 
glory.

What form does Jesus take now—human or spirit? 
Does it really matter whether He is human or spirit? 
What are the implications? This article gives you the 
answers.

Pre-incarnate Jesus
God is spirit. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are 
spirit—uncreated, eternal, glorious, almighty, all-wise, 
all-knowing. They exist in a love relationship that is 
pure, good, wholesome, intimate and joyful. These are 
relational attributes that exist within the Triune God.

The Son, the pre-incarnate Jesus, the second person 
in the Godhead, also called the Word, created all 
things—both visible and invisible.1 He created the 
angels and the laws of gravity as well as the vast 
universe made up of countless planets, human beings, 
flora and fauna, atoms and molecules. He not only 
created them but also upholds and sustains them.

Incarnate Jesus
The Son (Word), without ceasing to be God, came 
as a human being to save humanity from sin and 
death. This is when He took the name Jesus Christ. 
He came as God incarnate, which means God in the 
flesh. The Word which was spirit before became flesh2 
with material substance. He came as the God-Man—
fully God and fully human, both divine and human 
at the same time. Became does not mean that Jesus 
gave up His divinity. No, He took on human nature 
in addition to His divine nature. He had both natures 
within Himself—divine and human. Flesh refers to the 
entirety of what makes up a human being—body, mind, 
emotions, and will. To save humanity, Jesus had to 
become like us in every respect except our sin.3

Jesus lived as a human, rose from the dead as a 
human, is now in heaven as a human, will appear as a 
human, and will always be a human.

Jesus lived as a human
He was born with a human body; grew, got thirsty and 
hungry; became tired and weak; and died. He was a 
true human being.

He had human emotions; He marvelled at the 
centurion’s faith; He was greatly troubled and was 
very sorrowful, even to death. He wept and offered up 
prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears.

He had a human mind. He grew in wisdom and 
in stature and in favour with God and man. When 
His disciples asked Him when He would return, He 
answered, “Concerning that day or that hour, no one 
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 



December–January 2010  13

Jesus is still human
but only the Father.” Jesus said this as a human being 
with a limited mind, not as a divine being with an all-
knowing mind. As a human being, He didn’t know all 
things, but as a divine being He knew all things.

He had human will. He said, “I have come down from 
heaven, not to do my own will but the will of Him who 
sent me,” and “Not as I will, but as You will.” He had a 
human will and a divine will. He had a divine will that 
He shared with His Father and a human will that was 
perfectly in sync with and submissive to the divine will.

Jesus was utterly unique. As God, He knew all things 
and could do all things. But as Man, He didn’t know all 
things and couldn’t do all things. He had two complete 
natures—one fully divine, one fully human. These two 
natures were united in one person, the God-Man Jesus.

Jesus was resurrected as a human 
When He rose from the grave on the third day, what 
form did He take—human or spirit? Scripture tells us 
that He took bodily form. 1 Corinthians 15:3–8 tells us 
that He appeared (visibly) to His disciples on many 
different occasions, and at one time to over 500 people.

Jesus is in heaven as a human being
He is now in heaven as a human. 1 Corinthians 15:47–
49 informs us that “…the second Man is the Lord from 
heaven…is the heavenly Man…we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly Man.” 1 Timothy 2:5 says “…
there is…one Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Christ Jesus.” 1 John 4:2–3 records that “…Every spirit 
that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is not of God.” Hebrews 
10:12 states that “…this Man, after He had offered one 
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of 
God.” 

Jesus will appear as a human
He said He will come again and everyone will notice 
Him. Matthew 24:5 says “…the Son of Man will appear 
in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth…will see 
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.” Acts 1:11 tells us “This same 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven (in 
bodily form), will so come in like manner as you saw 
Him go into heaven.”

Jesus will always be human
Hebrews, chapter 7, verses 3 and 17 tells us that Jesus 
will always be our High Priest making intercessions for 
us.

The risen Jesus is still a human being, but with one 
important difference. Philippians 3:21 says that He now 
has a glorified body—an immortal body that is not 
subject to such limitations as hunger, thirst, fatigue 
or sickness. Jesus can appear and disappear at will, 
appear to different people in different places at the 
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same time, navigate distant galaxies in lightning speed, 
appear before God face-to-face. 1 John 3:2 tells us 
that this is the kind of body we will have after we are 
resurrected.

Implications of Jesus’ continuing incarnation
Why did Jesus take on human form when He could 
do the same in spirit? He became human for our sake 
and for our salvation. He came to save us from sin and 
death and give us eternal life in and through His unique 
union of divinity and humanity.

Jesus is fully human. He didn’t take part of our 
humanity, but all of it. He became man in full so He 
might save us in full. He took a human body to save 
our bodies; a human mind, to save our minds; human 
emotions, to save our emotions; and human will, to save 
our will. In short, He took our entire fallen humanity 
and re-created it.

Jesus has a perfected 
human body, representing 
the re-created, transformed 
humanity. God has 
re-created humanity in 
and through Jesus—that 
is, through His vicarious 
humanity. Salvation is 
re-creation, not merely 
a transaction to pay the 
penalty of our sin. Jesus 
is our representative 
and substitute humanity. 
Through His birth, life, 
death, resurrection and 
ascension, God has 
re-created the entire 
humanity—past, present 
and future.

Jesus entered into 
heaven as a perfect human 
being in our place and on 
our behalf. He took our 
humanity into Himself 4 
and re-created it. He is 
our Heavenly Man—our 
High Priest, Intercessor 
and Mediator. His coming 
as a human being was not 
a temporary exercise. He 
became human in order 
to be our High Priest—so 
we will always have a Man 
praying for us at the right hand of God. He is our eternal 
High Priest.5 He will always pray and intercede for us 
so that our fellowship with God is always holy, perfect 
and righteous.

You might ask: “Why do we still need a High Priest 
if we are already saved”? The answer is, as created 
beings, we can never be as perfect as God. Our best 
prayers and sacrifices, our best attitudes, our heartfelt 
compassion for people, and our forgiveness of others 
(including our enemies) are all imperfect. No matter 
how hard or how long we try, we will never reach God’s 
infinite goodness and perfection. The relationship that 
exists within the Triune God is of infinite goodness 
and perfection. And to enter into that relationship, 
we too must have that perfection which we certainly 
don’t have. That is why we always need a High Priest 

who intercedes and makes everything perfect for us. 
He takes our imperfect prayers, transforms them, and 
offers them to God as perfect prayers. He takes our 
imperfect sacrifices, transforms them, and offers them 
to God as perfect sacrifices. He takes our imperfect 
forgiveness, transforms them, and offers them to God 
as perfect forgiveness. As redeemed beings, while we 
will continue to grow and become more and more 
like Jesus, we will never reach God’s infinite perfection 
and goodness. That is why we need a High Priest 
who continually intercedes for us.6 His intercession is 
what makes us holy, perfect and righteous. It is in and 
through Him we are perfectly united to God.

Without Jesus’ continuing humanity, there would 
be no humanity in the Godhead to which we may 
be joined for all eternity. If Jesus had not assumed 
humanity, God would not be able to fulfil His purpose 

for us—that is, to 
participate in God’s life of 
love as His own beloved 
children—and we would 
be left on earth without 
any hope of redemption 
and fellowship with God.

A call to participate
When God created 
humanity, He put eternity 
into our heart such that 
we will never be content 
unless we realise God’s 
eternal purpose for us. 
Only Jesus can satisfy the 
deepest longings of our 
heart. An un-incarnate 
deity cannot connect with 
us in the same way as the 
God who had become 
human. A god who never 
became human cannot 
satisfy our soul like 
the God who did. This 
distinguishes Christianity 
from all other religions.

God loves us 
immeasurably. He 
demonstrated His love by 
sending His beloved Son 
Jesus to the earth as one 
of us. In Jesus, God has 
provided us a wonderful 

Saviour. Jesus became human for our sake so we might 
participate in His divine life7 as His beloved children.

God is calling you to participate in His glorious, 
exciting, never-ending life. This article has explained 
how all this is possible. Have we interested you—are 
you now interested? Then let us know.  ❏
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humanity, but all 
of it. He became 
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might save us 
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Lessons learnt in hardship

Another angle

by  
Devaraj 
Ramoo

Many biblical principles are wonderful to read 
and provide us with profound wisdom in 
handling our daily affairs. However, how many 

people really put them into practice? Many people talk 
of kindness but few people are like the Good Samaritan 
that Jesus spoke about in His parable to demonstrate 
what kindness and compassion really mean.1 In fact 
many a time we see the ‘politically correct’ kindness 
that leaders demonstrate by making a public show of 
their acts of kindness or charity to others.

I understood what kindness really meant when it 
was shown to me when I was hardest hit. I had such 
an experience early in my career and it is a lesson that 

has stayed with me ever since. Thirty years ago I was 
among the youngest group of trained teachers sent out 
to one of the remotest areas in the Malaysian peninsula. 
I had always been under the care of my family and 
all my needs were taken care of by my father. Though 
I had ideas about trying my hand at various fields, 
financial circumstances that arose when my father 
retired required me to get into the teaching profession. 
In those days teachers had no choice but to follow 
orders and go wherever the authorities required us to 
be.

In May 1979 I received a letter requesting me to report 
to one of the newest land development schemes in the 

state of Pahang, called Jengka 16. I travelled for more 
than four hours by bus before I reached the last major 
town called Temerloh from where I made my way by 
taxi until I reached the road leading to Jengka 16. This 
road leading to my destination was an awfully dusty 
pathway that kept going for kilometres on end. The taxi 
driver wasn’t too pleased having to use that dusty road 
and I knew that I would be paying him quite a sum. I 
had no other choice as there was no bus service there.

Finally, I arrived at the site. It was a new oil palm 
plantation scheme and the housing for the pioneers 
of this area consisted of small wooden houses in an 
almost desert-like landscape. My heart sank. I had 

never been to a place like this and to think that I had to 
work in this remote place was most depressing. I asked 
a man on a passing motorcycle where the Headmaster 
of the school that I was to teach lived. He smiled and 
asked me to hop on his bike and took me to a small 
coffee shop a short distance away. When I reached 
there I again enquired where the headmaster of the 
school lived. There was a group of men sitting around 
an old wooden table playing cards. One of them who 
wore a singlet with holes stood up and introduced 
himself as the headmaster. I tried not to look surprised 

continued on page 18
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The lady wi
by
Dr. Bernie 
SchnippertFlorence gained the nickname “the lady with the 

lamp” as a result of her loving service to the British 
soldiers wounded in the Crimean war. She was 

said to be seen in the dark of night, when all others 
were asleep, moving from wounded soldier to wounded 
soldier to give them aid and comfort, carrying a lamp so 
she could see them and they could see her. 

Choosing service over the comforts of inherited status 
and wealth, Florence felt a calling from God: “God 
called me in the morning and asked me if I would do 
good for Him—for Him alone without the reputation.” 
Ironically, her willingness to do good “without the 
reputation” resulted in her attainment of the highest of 
reputations.

I should know. I was visited personally by “the 
lady with the lamp”. That’s right. I have met Florence 
Nightingale. 

“What?” you say. “You could not possibly have met 
Florence Nightingale. She died in 1910, almost 100 
years ago.”

“Ah,” I respond, 
“but wait until 
you hear my 
story. Once you 
hear my story, 
which I shall 
now relate, you 
can decide for 
yourself the 
truth of my 
testimony. You 
may just find that 
not only have 
I met Florence 
Nightingale, but 
you have as well.”

I met Florence Nightingale about two years ago. 
The place of our meeting was a hospital in Portland, 
Oregon, called Oregon Health and Science University 
Hospital, where I was a patient. I had undergone 
surgery a day or two before to remove a cancerous 
tumour in my small intestine, along with my gall 
bladder. Although I knew at the time that I had, 
and have, other tumours in my liver that cannot be 
removed, the mission of this particular surgery was 
only to remove the small intestine tumour, and it was a 
success. Therefore I was in a hospital room recovering 
my strength.

At the time of Florence’s visit, I was only a few days 
into my recuperation. I was hooked up to numerous 
intravenous fluid delivery devices, including one which 
kept me hydrated and another that delivered a strong 
pain medicine that was needed because of the 12-inch-
long abdominal incision that could be quite painful 
if I moved. I was very weak, was not allowed to eat, 
and worse, I was allergic to the pain medicine and so 
did not use it unless the pain was unbearable, which 

sometimes it was.
Part of the regimen of recovery, among other things, 

is to have a nurse—more accurately, a “CNA”, which 
stands for “certified nursing assistant”—to come 
by your bed from time to time, day and night, take 
your blood pressure, take your temperature, and 
perform a few other duties associated with collection 
and analysis of a certain unnamed body fluid. (The 
patients, including me, find this humbling. The nurses, 
strangely, think nothing of it.) 

It was somewhat unpleasant to be visited by these 
nurses, because they would disrupt you if you were 
reading or sleeping, force a thermometer into your 
mouth and a pressure cuff onto your arm, proceed to 
take the readings, and usually not bother very much 
with small talk. They just interrupted you, did their 
job, and walked away. It was especially bad at night 
because sometimes—although not often—I actually 
fell asleep, and I resented being awakened by them for 

this seemingly 
meaningless 
routine.

Furthermore, 
it was especially 
unpleasant to 
be visited by 
one particular 
nurse’s assistant 
for a couple of 
reasons. First, 
she obviously 
smoked a lot, 
and she always 
smelled very 
strongly of 
tobacco smoke, 

an odour that I did not like when I was feeling well and 
especially found downright repellent when I was weak, 
hadn’t eaten, had a sensitive stomach, and was in pain. 

Second, she was unusually rough about her chores. 
She would grab my arm violently and tug it to the 
side of the bed, jam on the pressure cuff, push the 
thermometer into my mouth, pump the cuff so hard I 
thought my arm would fall off, take the reading, pull 
off the cuff and pull out the thermometer, and then 
basically throw my arm back onto the bed not caring 
where it landed. 

As I said, I especially dreaded the visits of this nurse’s 
assistant, until that is, one night I will never forget. This 
particular night I was wide awake and very cold. I was 
having “goose bumps” from being so cold, and I was 
shivering. I was extremely fatigued, in pain, and had a 
great deal of anxiety from being so cold, but also being 
hot at the same time. I had a fever! Then, in the middle 
of my suffering, the dreaded nurse’s assistant appeared 
and went through her usual ritual—roughly, seemingly 
uncaringly, smelling of tobacco, and not speaking a 

“They called her ‘The lady with the lamp’. Her real name 

was Florence Nightingale (1820-1910), perhaps history’s 

most famous and beloved nurse. Born to wealth and privilege 

as a daughter to an upper-class British family, she forsook 

the comforts of her pedigree to become a humble nurse who 

served the ill with such skill and devotion that her very name 

is a synonym for these virtues.”
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single word.
In spite of my dislike 

of her, my suffering 
spurred me to tell her 
that I was cold and to ask 
meekly if she would get 
me an extra blanket or 
so. She left my bedside 
without comment of 
any kind, without even 
acknowledging my 
request. I thought I had 
been ignored, only to 
find her appearing back 
beside me in a few 
minutes with a couple of 
blankets fresh from being 
cleaned, and piping 
warm, either from being 
just taken freshly from 
a dryer, or from some 
heater they might use 
just for the purpose of 
warming the blankets. 

She proceeded, again, 
without comment or 
fanfare of any kind, 
to carefully place a 
blanket over my feet 
and up towards my neck 
with almost military 
precision. I say “towards 
my neck”, instead of 
“to my neck” because 
I am very tall and the 
blankets are short, so 
they did not reach all 
the way to my neck — a 
phenomenon that might 
seem humorous to some 
people but that bothered 
me greatly, since a person 
with cancer who is ill and 
has a fever has no sense 
of humor. At least, I don’t. 
No matter. She noticed 
this and took a second 
blanket and placed it 
at my neck “towards 
my feet” so that the two 
blankets together reached 
from neck to toe and 
overlapped in the middle. 

The warmth of the two 
blankets began to chase 
away my coldness, but 
they were not enough. 

th the lamp
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continued from page 15

and told him why I was there. We shook hands and he 
led me along the dusty road and pointed to a wooden 
house overgrown with weeds. 

“That house is empty. That’s where you can stay,” 
he said. He went back to his game of cards while I 
made my way to my ‘new’ house. Soon another young 
male teacher arrived just as shocked. We made our 
way through the weeds and discovered that the place 
neither had electricity nor water. The water supply was 
from a common stand pipe shared by four houses. We 
needed to get our own hoses to fix to the pipe. For the 
first week we bathed in a river two kilometres away. 
By the time we walked back, we were covered with 
dust again. At night when I slept I remember rats would 
crawl up and nibble at my hair. But there was one 
other major problem. There were no restaurants to get 
a meal.

My friend and I would manage to get some food at 
the small school canteen where we taught. But at night 
there was just no place to find food. We were too far 
away to get any supplies. And for the first two weeks 
we had no transport to go to the nearest town to get 
supplies for cooking. For the first time in my life I faced 
hunger. I was hungry all the time. And then, for the first 
time also I experienced the kindness of total strangers. 
There were no street lights there and it was pitch black 
at night save for the dim oil lamps and lights run on 
power from diesel generators in the houses nearby. 
But in the darkness complete strangers would come on 

their motorbikes and stop at our house. 
“Have you guys had anything to eat?” they would 

ask. We swallowed our pride and admitted that we 
had nothing to eat. Then these individuals whom I had 
never seen before would ask us to get on their bikes 
with them and in the pitch darkness of the night would 
take us to their homes to join their families for dinner. 
Without any reservation they would invite us into their 
homes and give us a meal. In fact they would apologise 
for not being able to provide a better meal for us. These 
simple folks had a quality that few others have, that is, 
the ability to show kindness to total strangers. When we 
thanked them they only told us how happy they were 
that we were ‘willing’ to be there to stay and teach in 
their place. Gradually we learnt to adjust to the living 
conditions there but during those crucial first two 
weeks when we were all alone help came through the 
kindness of strangers who expected nothing in return. 
Through these people I learnt a little more about the 
human capacity to help others.

A scribe once asked Jesus which is the great 
commandment in the law? Jesus answered that to 
love God with all our heart and soul is the first great 
commandment. The second He said is “You shall love 
your neighbour as yourself.” Today, thirty years later I 
still have not forgotten the kindness demonstrated by 
those people who showed me what Christ meant by 
loving your neighbour.  ❏

So, she again left silently and returned with more 
blankets, also steaming warm, which she again silently, 
neatly, and I dare say lovingly layered one upon 
another and back again—tucking the sides carefully 
under me—so that, in the end, I lay cocooned snugly, 
warmly and peacefully beneath a layer of hot, freshly 
laundered blankets, looking like a living mummy with 
only my head poking out of the pile so I could breathe. 
Underneath this pile of loving kindness I found warmth, 
peace and sleep. The nurse’s assistant left without a 
word and silently resumed her rounds. 

In the morning, I awoke without a fever, but bathed in 
a puddle of my own perspiration so heavy that all the 
blankets, bed coverings, and my hospital gown were 
soaked with sweat and had to be replaced. The night 
had been a turning point in my recovery, and I longed 
to tell her how much she had helped me in my time of 
need, but she had finished her scheduled hours for the 
week, and I never saw her again.

I also could not and cannot remember her name. 
Since I cannot remember her name, I feared that I 
could never find her to thank her. Then it hit me. I 
realised that I knew her after all. 

I realised that, whatever her real name, for about 
20 minutes two years ago, in a hospital room, in the 
middle of the night, I was visited by “the lady with the 
lamp”. The lamp that lit her way, and mine, was not one 
of wax, or oil, but rather the light that lights any person 
who serves the needy, the sick, the lame, the blind and 
the poor anytime they perform such an act.

Whether she was a Christian, I do not know. This 
I do know, however, that all acts of kindness come 
ultimately from God, no matter who delivers them at 

any particular moment, be they a monk, or a madman. 
James says, “Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows.” 1 The light she brought in her person shone 
brightly on me for a moment. It enlightened me, 
refreshed me, comforted me, and like a true lamp, it 
warmed me when I needed it most.

I decided that, whatever this nurse’s assistant’s real 
name was at that time, for about 20 minutes she was 
Florence Nightingale. At least she was to me. 

Jesus said, “Whatever you did [i.e., some good deed] 
for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did 
it for me.” 2 It is good to hear Jesus speak on behalf of 
people, like me, who have been helped. 

But those who have been helped sometimes want to 
personally thank the Florence Nightingales who serve 
them. Perhaps they do not know the helper’s real name. 
Perhaps they forget, or maybe never see them again. 
Perhaps when they are helped they cannot speak, or 
communicate, for they are ill or even unconscious. 

It has dawned on me that I might, by telling my story, 
not only give thanks to my Florence Nightingale, but 
represent, humbly, everyone who has had a Florence 
Nightingale of their own. So, for myself and all others 
who have felt the love and kindness of another person 
whom they have never been able to thank, I say, 
“Thank you Florence Nightingale, wherever—and 
whoever—you are.”  ❏
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Those who have never heard

Speaking of life...

Some Christians suffer untold grief over the fate 
of their loved ones who died before making a 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ. Even brave 

heroes, such as the firefighters and police officers who 
died trying to rescue others in the collapse of the World 
Trade Center on 11 September, 2001, are thought by 
some to have gone straight to hell unless they happened 
to be believing Christians at the moment they died.

It is as though we think God is helpless to reach 
people at any other time or in any other way than that 
of which we’re aware.

There is much we don’t know about how and when 
God moves in the hearts of people to bring them to 
faith. But there is also much we do know, and what we 
do know gives us plenty of reason not to fear for our 
loved ones who might not have professed faith before 
they died. 

First and foremost, we know the heart of God toward 
them. “He is patient with you,” Peter wrote in 2 Peter 
3:9, “not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.” 

God is not limited by human death. Jesus conquered 
death. And Jesus paid for all human sin long before any 
of us were born. In 1 John 2:2, John wrote, speaking of 
Jesus, “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 
only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”

We might not know how or when God moves in 
everyone’s hearts, but we do know that Jesus said in 
John 12:32, “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men to myself.” 

And we know that in John 3:17, Jesus said, “For God 
did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through Him.” 

God is in the business of saving sinners, not 
condemning them, so much so that the Son, who is the 
perfect revelation of the Father, became one of us and 
took all human sin on Himself in order to save us. 

We can trust such a God to love our loved ones 
infinitely more than we can, and to reach them for 
repentance and salvation in ways we are not aware and 
may not be able to imagine.

God is love, the Bible tells us, and as Paul said in 1 
Corinthians 13, the love chapter, “Love works no ill.”

Paul tells us in Colossians 1:19–20, “For God was 
pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, and 
through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through His blood, shed on the cross.”

Hell is not for sinners, or we’d all be there. Hell is 
the preferred choice of incorrigible sinners, those 
who wilfully, deliberately and permanently refuse the 
unrelenting love of God that forgives and reconciles 
sinners.

Never forget that God is on our side. He is for us, not 
against us, and He takes no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked. Trust your loved ones to Him. They’re in good 
hands.  ❏

by  
Dr. Joseph 
Tkach



20  The Plain Truth 

Bystander

by  
Joyce 
Catherwood

The synagogue ruler’s wife
Matthew 9:18–19; 23–26; Mark 5:22–24; 35–43; 

Luke 8:41–42; 49–56

I will never, ever forget the day I met Jesus. Our home 
was filled with family, friends and public mourners 
crying and wailing because my 12-year-old daughter 

had died in my arms. All throughout her lingering 
illness, I felt so helpless, with nowhere to turn. 

You see, I had heard about Jesus and how He healed 
people, even raising a woman’s son from the dead. I 
wanted to find Him. But it would have been impossible 
for me, as the wife of our town’s chief synagogue 
officer, to seek out Jesus on my own. I wasn’t even 
permitted to walk the streets alone, much less search 
for a maverick teacher. This would have brought the 
ultimate embarrassment to my husband, Jairus. 

And because Jairus was prominent in the synagogue, 
he had reason to think twice about going to Jesus as 
well. Pharisees, priests and teachers of the law from all 
around had labelled Jesus as a blasphemous trouble-
maker. They wanted a reason to arrest Him and stop 
His growing popularity. They even drove Him out of 
the synagogue in Nazareth. So how could Jairus, a 
synagogue ruler, dare ask Jesus for help? 

But on that horrible day, as he listened to our 
daughter’s shallow, noisy breathing, Jairus could no 
longer restrain himself. Synagogue ruler or not, he had 
to find the Healer. It was our last hope. When Jairus 
found Jesus, he fell at His feet pleading for the life of 
our only child. 

Waiting for Jairus to return felt like an eternity. I 
wondered if Rabbi Jesus would really come to help a 
little girl. Most rabbis had no time for females, young 
or old, and viewed us as a distraction from the more 
important things in life. 

As she drew her last breath, I held my precious 
daughter in my arms, stroking her hair, her clothes 
soaked with my tears. I screamed her name, begging 
her to come back to me. But she was beyond the reach 
of my voice. I carefully laid her on the bed and stared 
at her face for a long time. A servant left immediately to 
tell Jairus. 

It wasn’t long before I heard men talking in the 
common room. A Man asked the crowd why there 
was such a noisy commotion and wailing. He said my 
daughter was just sleeping. Everyone laughed at Him. 
Then He told them to leave the house. I welcomed the 
quiet that followed. 

We stood by with three of Jesus’ disciples as the 
Healer leaned over the bed and gently took my 
daughter’s small hand in His. Then, with endearing 
affection, He said to her: “My little one, I say to you, rise 
up!” She began to stir. Her eyes opened and Jesus, still 
holding her hand, lifted her to a sitting position. She 
immediately jumped off the bed and walked toward us. 
I grabbed her and held onto her, tears of joy streaming 
down my face. Jairus wrapped his arms tightly around 
us both. 

Not missing a single detail, Jesus then smiled and 
said, “Well, give her something to eat!” 

Elated at this startling turn of events, we hurried to 
find her something to eat. Jairus and I were humbled 
by the impartial goodness of Jesus. With just one 
gracious touch of His hand, Jesus brought jubilant life 
into our home, the home of a synagogue president, 
showing mercy we did not deserve.  ❏

Mako ndi mako

by  
Kalengule 
KaomaMaliko came from a poor family, but he was able 

to attend a boarding high school. One day his 
mother visited him, but when two of his fellow 

students saw the scruffy looking woman, Maliko was 
embarrassed by her appearance and protested, “That is 
not my mother! How dare you insult me? I do not have a 
mad woman for a mother!” And he trotted away.

But Maliko’s mother persisted. She asked one of the 
students to call him back. Maliko still insisted she was 
not his mother. “If she is not your mother, how does she 
know your name?” Maliko’s friend asked. Maliko did 
not answer. Instead, he threatened his friend.

“Well,” said the lady sadly, “then you take this sugar 
cane and money that I brought for Maliko. Please have 
them.” She went away feeling very sad.

During that school term, Maliko fractured his leg 
while playing football. As he recuperated in the 
hospital, he longed for his mother every day, but 
honouring his wish that she should not embarrass him, 
she did not come to see him.

The Chewa people of Malawi have this saying: Mako 
ndi mako; usamuone ku chepa mwendo. “Your mother 
is still your mother even if one of her legs is shorter 
than the other.” 

Maliko learned a hard lesson. Those who despise 
their origins cut themselves off from those who love 
them most.  ❏
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When we are reading, we often find something that 
attracts our interest. It’s not earth-shattering, or life-
changing. But it’s worth cutting out and keeping, or 
sticking on the refrigerator door; or maybe sending 
to us for this page!
    We invite all our readers to contribute news items, 
quotes, or poems, that make you say ‘Hmm’. It could 
be in today’s paper, or in a book hundreds of years 
old. Try to send the original clipping, or a copy of the 
page to:

Hmm... The Plain Truth,  
Locked Bag 2002,
41990 Klang,
Selangor,
Malaysia.

Hmm...
There is nothing you 
could do to make God 
love you less or more. 
Your sins don’t make 
God love you less and 
your good works don’t 

make Him love you 
more. He loves you no 
matter what you do 
or don’t. God is love 

and His love for you is 
unconditional.
Anonymous

Your sins don’t cause 
God to love you less, 

but they sure make you 
miserable. Your good 
deeds don’t cause God 
to love you more, but 
they sure make you 
happy and joyful.

Anonymous

The great thing to 
remember is that, 

though our feelings 
come and go, God’s love 

for us does not.
C.S.Lewis

The Christmas message 
is that there is hope for 

a ruined humanity—
hope of pardon, hope 
of peace with God, 

hope of glory—because 
at the Father’s will 

Jesus Christ became 
poor, and was born in 
a stable so that thirty 
years later He might 

hang on a cross.
J.I.Packer

They lose nothing who 
gain Christ.

Samuel Rutherford
 

Prayer opens the heart 
to God, and it is the 
means by which the 

soul, though empty, is 
filled by God.
John Bunyan

The cross is laid 
on every Christian. 
It begins with the 

call to abandon the 
attachments of this 

world. It is that dying 
of the old man which 
is the result of his 

encounter with Christ.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Man, made in the image 
of God, has a purpose—
to be in relationship to 
God. Man forgets his 
purpose and thus he 
forgets who he is and 

what life means.
Francis Schaeffer

We do not segment 
our lives, giving some 

time to God, 
some to our business or 
schooling, while keeping 
parts to ourselves. The 

idea is to live 
all of our lives in the 

presence of God, 
under the authority 
of God, and for the 
honour and glory of 

God. That is what the 
Christian life is all 

about.
R.C.Sproul

If we do not die to 
ourselves, we cannot 
live to God, and he 
that does not live 
to God, is dead.

George MacDonald

Temporal blessings are 
not definite marks of 

divine favour, 
since God gives them to 

the unworthy, 
and to the wicked, 
as well as to the 

righteous.
C.H.Spurgeon

Repentance is a 
change of the mind, 

and regeneration is a 
change of the man.

Thomas Adams

The great of this world 
are those who simply 
loved God more than 

others did.
A.W.Tozer

Heroes are the people 
who do what has 

to be done when it 
needs to be done, 
regardless of the 

consequences. 
Anonymous

When our faith fails, 
Christ’s faithfulness 

doesn’t fail.
Elmer Colyer

Jesus Christ died for 
you precisely because 

you are sinful and 
utterly unworthy of 

Him, and has thereby 
already made you 

His own before and 
apart from your ever 

believing in Him. 
He has bound you to 
Himself by His love 
in such a way that 

He will never let you go, 
for even if you refuse 

Him and damn yourself 
in hell His love will 

never cease. 
Thomas F. Torrance 

The greatest danger 
for most of us is 

not that our aim is 
too high and we miss it, 

but that our aim is 
too low and we reach it. 

Michelangelo

The only way to solve 
the problem of evil is 

for God to do what 
in fact He did: to take 
it out of the world by 

taking it into Himself…
and to close the books 

on it forever. 
That way, the kingdom 

of heaven is for 
everybody; hell is 

reserved only for the 
idiots who insist on 
keeping nonexistent 

records in their heads.
Robert F. Capon

The mystery of the 
humanity of Christ, 

that He sunk Himself 
into our flesh, is 
beyond all human 
understanding.
Martin Luther

We are consecrated 
and dedicated to God; 
therefore, we may not 
hereafter think, speak, 
meditate or do anything 

but with a view to 
His glory. We are God’s; 
to Him, therefore, let us 

live and die.
John Calvin

Jesus Christ is God in 
the form of man; 
as completely God 

as if He were not man; 
as completely man 

as if He were not God.
A.J.F.Behrends

Christ uncrowned 
Himself to crown us, 
and put off His robes 

to put on our rags, and 
came down from heaven 

to keep us out of hell. 
He fasted forty days 

that He might feast us 
to all eternity; 

He came from heaven to 
earth that He 

might send us from 
earth to heaven.

W. Dyer

The God of the 
Christians is a God of 
love and consolation, 

a God who fills the soul 
and hearts of His own.

Blaise Pascal

It is in relation to God 
that sin assumes its 

essential significance; 
sin is not a mere defect 
or weakness in man, or 
an unsociable action, 
but rather an offence 

against God.
Eryl Davies

“Resisting the devil” 
does not mean 

“rebuking” him by 
shouting at him. 

It refers to a godly 
lifestyle of submission 

to God, a break with the 
friendship of the world, 
and a spirit of personal 

humility.
Frank Retief

Christ is like a river. 
A river is constantly 

flowing, there are fresh 
supplies of water coming 
from the fountain-head 

continually so that 
man may live by it, and 
be supplied with water 
all his life. So Christ is 

an ever-flowing fountain; 
He is continually 

supplying His people 
and the fountain is not 

spent. They who live 
upon Christ may have 

fresh supplies from Him 
to all eternity; they 

may have an increase of 
blessedness that is new, 

and which never will 
come to an end.

Jonathan Edwards

To my fellow men 
a heart of love; 
to my friends 

a heart of loyalty; 
to my God a heart of 

flame; to myself 
a heart of steel.

Augustine of Hippo

The point of the cross 
isn’t forgiveness. 

Forgiveness leads to 
something much bigger: 
restoration. God isn’t 
just interested in the 
covering over of our 

sins; God wants to make 
us into the people we 

were originally created 
to be. It is not just the 
removal of what’s being 
held against us; it is God 
pulling us into the people 
he originally had in mind 

when he made us. 
Rob Bell 
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Lightening up when tightening up

by  
Jonathan 
Buck“I don’t know you that well,” my doctor said, “but 

there’s one thing you need to do, and that’s 
lighten up.”

Lighten up, I thought? Are you crazy? The silly man 
obviously had no idea what was going on in my life. 
He did know, however, that I’d been to Emergency 
with chest pains and high blood pressure, so, yes all 
right, I needed to do something, but lighten up, how 
can anyone lighten up nowadays when there’s so much 
to worry about? The news on TV is always horrible, 
global warming and greed are wrecking the planet, 
friends and family have never-ending lists of woes, junk 
food’s killing us and we’re stuck with ever-rising prices, 
worsening traffic, weather scares, poisonous plastic, 
cyber-bullies and peanut allergies.

We’re pinned in a world of unceasing and growing 
stress. And our ways of easing stress aren’t helping 
much either, like comfort 
foods saturated in fat, sugar 
and salt, and TV that leaves 
you empty.

Vacations provide a brief 
escape, perhaps, as do 
drinking binges and parties 
for many people, but it’s 
back to work on Monday, 
back to the bills and the 
neighbour’s cat digging up 
your flowerbeds, and more 
trips to the doctor and dentist 
to reveal yet more bits of you 
falling apart. And I’m in the 
same boat too, I knew I was 
under stress but I admit it 
surprised me when it brought 
me to a standstill. There I 
sat in Emergency, hoping 
someone could tell me what 
was happening to me, and to stop it before it got any 
worse. After a battery of tests spanning several days, 
scary lectures from doctors and worrying myself awake 
for many nights, I was now being told to lighten up!

The only help
Despite how ridiculously shallow that sounded at the 
time, it was the only help I’d been offered that didn’t 
involve extracting blood and taking pills. But what does 
one do nowadays to lighten up? Well, I got all kinds 
of advice on that front: go for an early morning walk 
to hear the birds sing, listen to soothing music, watch 
comedies on TV, take up a hobby, breathe deeply, think 
positively, eat better, take a nap when tired and above 
all, stop worrying.

Can’t stop worrying
But I can’t stop worrying, that’s my trouble. I’m a gifted 
worry-wart. I live in a body that won’t let me rest. I 

understand all too well why Paul cried out: “What a 
wretched man I am! Who will deliver me from this 
body of death?” 1 Because I live in a body that’s trying 
to kill me, too. And it’s not just with worry, either, it’s 
with anger and frustrations too. I can’t stop being 
furious at the damage being done by nutty world 
leaders and religious fanatics. I get apoplectic at the 
waste of money and resources. What do I do?

But, hang on, didn’t Jesus experience stress? Yes, He 
did. “During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, He offered 
up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to 
the One who could save Him from death.” 2 Oh, so Jesus 
needed constant saving from His body of death as well. 
He too had a head full of raging thoughts and a culture 
full of temptations trying to kill Him that He couldn’t 
deal with, either.

He cried out to God
So, how did He lighten up? 
Well, in that same verse it 
says He cried out to God 
for the power to calm 
His thoughts and resist 
temptation, and “He was 
heard.” It was as simple as 
that! But does that work for 
me, too? Apparently, yes, 
because the next couple of 
verses explain that Jesus 
went through that process 
for our sakes, so He could 
then become the source of 
our salvation. In other words, 
Jesus will do for me what 
God did for Him. When Paul 
asked the question, then, 
“Who will deliver me from 
my body of death?” he knew 

the answer, having experienced Jesus delivering him so 
many times he could eventually say, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.” 3 

A constant miracle cure
You mean, I can stop the raging worries in my head 
and resist the temptations of the culture that are killing 
me? Yes, because those were the same things that Jesus 
sought salvation from during His time as a human, and 
now He’s there for me when stress and temptation are 
pulling me under. In this ridiculous world, Jesus offers 
a constant miracle cure, or as Paul called it, a “peace 
that passes all understanding.” 4

So, my doctor thinks I should lighten up, eh? Well, 
maybe I’ve just discovered how to. Next time I’m in his 
office, then, I hope I’m considerably lightened. And if 
he happens to ask what have changed, I could always 
hand him this article. He helped me; I’d like to return a 
favour.  ❏
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1 Matthew 18:15
2 1 John 1:9
3 Luke 23:46
4 Romans 5:6,8,10
5 Romans 8:29
6 Ephesians 1:4–6

It’s not fair!
by
Mak Chew 
YengOf course, it’s not fair. “I’m the wronged party 

here. I’m the one who is wounded and 
betrayed—and you ask me to forgive him? Why 

should I? He is wrong and he knows it! If he repents and 
apologises first, then, maybe I’ll forgive him.”

Yes, there are many layers of emotions (and issues) to 
work through in a relationship blow-up, and it is a great 
loss to the relationship if we neglect to attend to them; 
but the one critical requirement for restoration is taking 
the initiative.1 This in turn leads us to ask questions 
such as:

•  Is this a healthy relationship or is it a toxic and 
abusive one?

•  Is this relationship worth restoring?
•  Is this relationship worth more than my dignity?
•  Do I value this relationship more than my sense of 

justice and pride?
•  What does God say about relationships?

Then, perhaps, 
some inconvenient 
reminders of Biblical 
injunctions come to 
mind: “die to the self”, 
“see the others as 
higher than yourself” 
and “submit to each 
other”. Do these 
really apply in such 
situations? And how 
about “love others as 
you love yourself”? We 
really need to examine 
some scriptural 
principles to guide us.

•  God forgives 
us when we sin 
against Him.2

•  He paid the price higher than wounded pride or 
dented dignity—He actually died for us.3

•  He asks us to follow Him to live a life of grace. And 
grace, by definition, isn’t about fairness and justice.4

In the end, for a Christian, what can be more prized 
than fairness and justice? Fellowship with God. 
Intimacy with Him. Becoming more like Him (which, 
incidentally, is God’s ultimate goal for us).5

All these priceless results hinge on whether we 
will take the initiative to extend grace (in the form 
of forgiveness) to those who wrong us, isn’t it? And 
we don’t have to do it alone, either. In fact, we can’t 
do it alone—drawing from our own reservoir of self-
discipline, obedience and “big-heartedness”. God, in 
Christ, through the Spirit, actually will do it—with us 
being the channel of His grace.

This works when, to begin with, we give up insisting 
on taking care of the situation our way. When we 

surrender our outraged sense for justice and instead 
choose to let God have His way, when God says to us 
“Go to him,” we agree to approach him; when God 
says, “Forgive him,” we agree, and we agree not to hold 
what he did to us against him in the future. When God 
says, “See him as a weakened partner/fellow or journey 
mate, with needs,” we respond by asking him: “Can I 
do something to help you?” Then God says to us, “See 
this as an exercise for Me to mould the core of you so 
that you can become just a bit more like Me,” then we 
say, “All right, Father. I see. Please help me.”

Yes, on our part, we come to desire God’s purpose 
to work out unhindered in our lives. But what about 
him, this man who has wronged us? Won’t he take 
advantage of us? He may; he may not. That is why we 
focus on God for the ultimate all-sustaining, life-giving 
relationship with us—a relationship that enlivens, 
protects, umpires, guides and enriches all other 

relationships as well. 
In fact, the good news 
of the gospel is: we 
are invited into this 
relationship where 
unconditional love, 
acceptance, sharing 
and harmony prevail. 
God models out this 
totally unreserved 
self-giving-and-
accepting among the 
Father, Son and Spirit, 
in that there are not 
three but one God. It 
means that enjoining 
ourselves to this love-
life relationship gives 
us the foundational 
security, affirmation 

and identity that we crave; just as there are security, 
affirmation and identity within the Godhead. At the 
same time, we begin acting as channels of this love-life 
relationship to others as well. When we participate and 
live from this love-life plane, we bring heaven to earth!

The lyrics of a popular spiritual song say that 
“Everything was done so you would come…” He took 
the initiative before we had the faintest idea what was 
going on, before we were born, even before there 
was anything around!6 Against this backdrop, when 
God tells us “…go to your brother…”, He is extending 
His grace not just to you, but also to the one who 
has injured you. When we finally realise this, it takes 
“taking the initiative” on to an entirely different level, 
doesn’t it? And so it becomes no more a matter of 
fairness or justice, but a matter of grace.  ❏
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