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Editorial

When will we solve the really big problems?

ost readers of this magazine live in countries
M where we take road, water and electricity,

police and fire protection and other valuable
services, along with a measure of freedom and peace
for granted. We sometimes forget that these services
are the result of many different people—planners,
engineers, architects, attorneys, politicians, and
businessmen working together.

We can accomplish so much when we work
together. In the last few decades, some countries
have performed miracles in transforming themselves
from colonial backwaters to successful developed
nations. But the world faces challenges that are much
larger and more complex, and have much larger
consequences than providing for our local and national
well being.

Recently world leaders from APEC (Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation) convened to discuss economic
integration and trade
policies of the member
nations. APEC’s long-
term goal is to sustain
economic growth in
order to “ensure a
durable recovery that
will create jobs and
benefit our people.”

In another part of the
world, similar economic
concerns were discussed
in Trinidad by leaders

of the Commonwealth

of Caribbean countries.
More recently, world
leaders gathered in
Copenhagen to discuss
global warming. These
all are significant issues,
and world leaders do
need to get together to
seek solutions. We wish them well and pray for positive
results. But don’t expect miracles.

Most of the men and women who lead nations
today are well intentioned. They don’t wake up in the
morning and say ‘What can [ do to mess up the world
today?” But they are only human beings, and they
represent the needs and priorities of other human
beings. And the Bible shows us that human priorities
are first and foremost selfish. Greed gets in the way
of generosity and compromise. Leaders must live in
the ‘real world’, where the needs of the weak and
powerless get lost in the struggle to get and maintain
power. The Victorian British Prime Minister Lord
Palmerstone noted that “Nations have no permanent
friends and no permanent enemies. Only permanent
interests. And those permanent interests are inevitably
selfish.”
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11 John 4:18
2 Mark 7:21-22
3 Luke 2:30-32

Deep down, we all recognise the truth in the simple
statement “You must love your neighbour as yourself.”
And yet the basic emotion that underlines our
relationships, at a personal, national and international
level is fear. And if, as the Bible says, “perfect love
drives out fear,”! the opposite also seems to be true.
We can't help it, for as Jesus said, “For from within, out
of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality,
theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness,
envy, slander, arrogance and folly.”2 That is true,
whether it is an individual or a superpower.

There is a Chinese saying that says, “If there is
righteousness in the heart there will be beauty in the
character. If there be beauty in the character, there is
harmony in the home. If there is harmony in the home,
there will be order in the nation. When there is order in
the nation, there will be peace in the world.” How true!

Fighting and quarrelling among individuals and
nations will not
cease until there is
righteousness in the
human heart. Only
God can change the
human heart. Unless
and until we look to him
for guidance, even the
most well-intentioned
human attempts to solve
our problems will be
doomed to frustration,
delay, compromise and
ultimately failure. We
quite literally do not
have it in us to succeed.
We need someone to
show us the way.

Shortly after Jesus was
born, his parents took
him to the Temple in
Jerusalem. There they
met a very old man, who had waited all his life to see
the Messiah, who would deliver his nation from their
troubles. Seeing Jesus, he proclaimed, “My eyes have
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
sight of all people, a light of revelation to the Gentiles
and the glory to your people Israel.”? He realised that
in Jesus there was the solution to not just one nation’s
problems. He was a beacon of hope for the entire
world.

Christians believe that one day Jesus Christ will
return, and show us all, rich and poor, small and great,
powerful and powerless, how to live together in peace.
Only then will we have a world where perfect loves
casts out fear. Until then, let us pray for world and
national leaders, that more of them will indeed see ‘the
Light. O
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What our readers say:

The Dec-Jan2010 issue is an excellent one.
The cover is attractive and all the articles
are well written. The Christmas cover story
by Rick Shallenberger is brilliant—it tells
how Jesus has taken our fallen humanity
and recreated it into a perfect humanity
presentable to God through His vicarious
humanity. It really gives us—flawed human
beings—hope. That tells how much God
loves us. The article “A heavenly lesson
glimpsed through my earthly father” by
Stefanie Tai is very touching. May God
grant her the strength to continue caring
for her dad. The article “Those who have
never heard” gives us hope that our loved
ones who had died without knowing Jesus
are not lost forever. The article “Jesus is
still human” has given me new insight.
The “Hmm...” section, as always, contains
pearls of wisdom. All the other articles are
good. Keep up the good work and may
God bless you all!

Reader

Petaling Jaya

A big thank to you and glory to God

for initiating a magazine of Christian
understanding. THE PLAIN TRUTH serves all
spectrums of people. Its simplicity and
truth transforms people to a better living.
It lights up and brightens our path. [ have
gained much from reading it. While it is
given free, readers should contribute in
order to sustain its circulation. I strongly
believe it is better to give than to receive.
Enclosed please find a cheque for this vital
ministry and may the God Almighty bless
you richly.

Low Cheng Chye

Penang

Ed: Thanks for supporting THE PLAIN TRUTH
ministry. You never know how many lives
your contribution will bless. God always
blesses those who give willingly and
cheerfully, usually in unexpected ways.

THE PLAIN TRUTH is topical, refreshing and
makes me think.

G W Smith

Singapore

It strengthens family bonds and gives us

a better understanding of each other. It
helps us to understand God better and

the articles have touched us. We would
read them aloud to our children. A million
thanks to THE PLAIN TRUTH.
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Rene A Colond
Singapore

It is very informative and easy to read and
understand. I find the articles very useful
in my Christian walk. I share the magazine
with my colleagues and relatives. [ have
been reading THE PLAIN TRUTH since |
became a Christian many years ago.
Please send me the magazine for another
year. Thank you.

Philip Dodwell

Singapore

It gives information about spiritual life
and [ learn a lot from it. [ read from page
1 to the last page because the articles are
interesting and meaningful. Thank you for
sending me copies of THE PLAIN TRUTH.
Anthonyamah Joseph

Batu Gajah

THE PLAIN TRUTH is very informative, the
articles are very interesting, a joy to read,
simple and straight forward. It exposes the
truth from fiction.

Michael Ovinis

Johor Bahru

THE PLAIN TRUTH articles help me to
understand the bible better and I can learn
from the experiences of others. It also
helps me to better interpret the bible.

Lim Yiam Sui

Kuching

I am very impressed with the magazine
which [ used to read from my friend’s
copy. [ wish to have these copies for myself
too. Please send the magazine to me. The
topics discussed are very relevant to day-
to-day issues and it strengthens our faith.
Mary Vincent

Taiping

THE PLAIN TRUTH articles help me to
understand the word of God better and
their relevance to our daily living.
Kathryn Ooi Choo Lian

Singapore

THE PLAIN TRUTH articles are well written
and based on biblical principles, God’s
word. It really helps me in my spiritual
life. Knowing God and having an intimate
relationship with him is my spiritual goal.
THE PLAIN TRUTH has been one of the many

ways that has helped me in this area.
Bernard Phua
Singapore

THE PLAIN TRUTH provides different
perspectives of biblical principles, through
the many interesting articles written by
different writers.

Erwin Teo

Singapore

[ was a regular subscriber of this
magazine, but somehow it got terminated
abruptly—may be due to technical
reasons. | happened to find your address
somewhere and [ hope you will send

me this good educational and religious
magazine without any obligation. Let me
convey my best wishes for the success of
your esteemed magazine.

Loo Boon Seang

Sungai Dua

Although THE PLAIN TRuTH is sent free of
charge, it is not without cost. Each copy
is made possible by the generosity of
others. So we are very grateful for those
readers who send a donation, and make
it possible for us to continue to publish
the good news of the Gospel. Donations
should be sent to the addresses listed on
page 2 or sent electronically to the bank
account:

The Plain Truth

A/C No: 1203-0386318-05-6
CIMB BANK BHD

Jalan Dato Hamzah (Branch)
12-14 Jalan Dato Hamzah
41700 Klang,

Selangor, MALAYSIA.

We welcome your comments. Letters for
this section should be addressed to:
“Letters to the Editor”, The Plain Truth,
Locked Bag 2002, 41990 Klang, Selangor,
Malaysia.

or sent via electronic mail to:
ptasia@myjaring.net

The editor reserves the right to use letters
so addressed in whole or in part, and to
include your name and edit the letter for
clarity and space.



Cover story

Some thoughts on growing

old gracefully

worst lecture | have ever heard. It was advertised in

the Conference brochure as a workshop on ‘writing
press releases that editor’s can’t resist’. Well, | have been
a writer and editor for years, but you are never too old
to learn something new. So I signed up.

Big mistake. You might never be too old to learn,
but this lecturer is living proof that you can be too
old to teach. He rambles. He stumbles. His material is
ludicrously out-of-date. He tries to use a LCD projector
to reinforce his points, but in his hands it has become
a weapon of mass confusion. One by one his audience
drifted away.

Before he began, the lecturer told us that he would
be asking us to fill out an evaluation form on his
presentation. ‘The organising committee needs to know
how I did for future planning purposes, he explained.

Oh dear! What should I do? He obviously wants
praise and a positive endorsement. An honest
evaluation would surely hurt his feelings, and probably
lose paid further lecturing opportunities.

[ really don’'t want to do that. Especially as he is really
not so much older than I am, and listening to his well
intentioned ramblings, | recognise that in a few years,

I could be there too. But listening to this old fellow is
clarifying some thoughts about changing focus and
reorganising priorities as we get older.

I felt sorry for him, but this had to be just about the

Facing facts

In the Western world, we look upon getting older as
something to be put off as long as possible. Delaying
or suppressing the symptoms is a multi-billion dollar
industry. We may have been able to push back the
frontiers of old age by a couple of decades, but we
can't stop the clock. As we age we change, and those
changes can be depressing. The two extra decades we
have added to our lifespan may prove to be the most
miserable of our lives.

The human frame was not designed to go on forever.
Professional athletes are the first to face this. Their
obsolescence happens much earlier in life, as most are
well past their prime by their mid-thirties. You'd think
they were prepared for this, but a surprising number
of ‘veteran’ sportsmen and women in early middle age
need counselling for depression.

No laughing matter

We make wry jokes about aging—usually before the
full impact hits us. But the reality—creaking bones,
memory loss, and a lack of energy, being outclassed
by younger people—is not funny. It can be painful and
humiliating. No wonder we deny it.

We Christians can be especially hard on ourselves,
particularly if we have been used to a life of dedicated
service, where going ‘above and beyond’ is standard
operating procedure. | recently visited a church
congregation, comprised, as is so often the case these

by
John Halford

days, mainly of elderly people. At the prompting of the
organ they hauled themselves to their feet and began to
sing the first hymn of the day:

Give of your best to the Master;

Give of the strength of your youth;

Throw your soul’s fresh, glowing ardour;

Into the battle for truth.

Yeah, right. There was not much ‘strength of youth’
among them. There was obviously devotion, sincerity
and loyalty, but not an abundance of ‘fresh glowing
ardour’. And I don't think God was expecting there to
be.

Older Christian people often feel guilty when they
can no longer do what they used to be able to do.
They therefore tend—Ilike this old lecturer droning
on in the background—to hang on to positions and
opportunities and defend ‘traditions’ longer than they
should. This can be frustrating for those coming along
behind, who see opportunity blocked. No wonder so
many look elsewhere.

Our modern lifestyle, with its increased life
expectancy, and the plethora of products persuading
us that we can stay young forever, does not allow
us to accept aging gracefully. The inevitable signs of
advancing years are looked upon as a threat. We are
reluctant to give ourselves permission to get old.

But God isn't.

Ancient words—ever true

From time to time, I take my turn with a Bible Study

at one of the local retirement homes. Some of the
residents are well into their eighties and nineties. Their
bodies have become frail, but their minds are still
sharp.

One evening, a lady who would soon be 100, asked
me, “Why has God let me live this long? What’s the
point?”

How do you answer that?

[ told her [ would need to think about it. A week later
[ was still thinking.

When we met together again I said, “I don’t have an
answer to your question. But let me show you some
things in the Bible that I bet you didn’t know were
there.”

[ asked the group to turn to the Book of Ecclesiastes.
Unlike the Proverbs, which are aimed at young people,
Ecclesiastes is a book that seems to be directed
more at older folk. The author—it was probably King
Solomon—TIooks back on a long and eventful life. He
had ‘been there, done that’ and got just about every
tee shirt. He contemplates not only his considerable
achievements, but also the futility of it all. It makes for
a surprising book. I like to read it in Eugene Peterson’s
The Message version, which makes the frank, almost
cynical observations even more down to earth.

It begins, “Smoke, nothing but smoke... There’s
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nothing to anything—it’s all smoke. What'’s there to
show for a lifetime of work, a lifetime of working your
fingers to the bone? One generation goes its way, the
next one arrives, but nothing changes—it’s business as
usual for old planet earth.”!

It continues in this vein through 12 chapters of what
seems like glum world-weariness.

“Everything’s boring, utterly boring—no one can find
any meaning in it... Boring to the eye, boring to the ear.
What was will be again, what happened will happen
again.”?

“I tried my level best to penetrate the absurdity of life.
T wanted to get a handle on anything useful we mortals
might do during the years we spend on this earth.”>

“But when I looked, I saw nothing but smoke. Smoke

and spitting into the wind. There was nothing to any of
it. Nothing.”*

“Search as hard as you like, you're not going to make
sense of it. No matter how smart you are, you won't get
to the bottom of it.”>

As we read these words, everyone murmured in
agreement. “Yep, that’s how it is. He got that right. Yes
sir. | feel like that too sometimes.”

“But, what are things like that doing in the
Bible?” someone asked. “I always read the Bible for
encouragement. This seems so pessimistic.”

“But it is how you feel sometimes, isn't it?” I asked.
They agreed. Whoever wrote this book certainly
understood what it was like to get old:

“In old age, your body no longer serves you so well.
Muscles slacken, grip weakens, joints stiffen... The

6 The Plain Truth

shades are pulled down on the world. You can’t come
and go at will. Things grind to a halt... you're well on
your way to eternal rest, while your friends make plans
for your funeral.”®

They laughed at that. It was so true.

“Well,” I said. “That’s the best I can do. I haven't
answered the question, but this book shows that it is
not wrong for you to ask it.” Although the Ancient of
Days never experiences senility or the other effects of
old age, he has anticipated the kind of things we worry
about in the later years. Ecclesiastes is a reminder that
you are 100 percent alive until you are 100 per cent
dead. So, “Even if you live a long time, don’t take a
single day for granted, take delight in each light-filled
hour, remembering that there will also be many dark

days and that most of what comes your way is smoke.”"

You, like those elderly folk in the retirement home,
may never have read the Book of Ecclesiastes. Or
maybe it has been many years. Read it again—it will
mean so much more now you are older. Through the
late in life reminiscences of a weary old king, God
seem to be giving us permission to get old.

A new perspective
Understanding this can give you a new perspective,
if you allow it to. One of the problems of denying
your aging is that you shortchange not just a younger
generation by blocking off their opportunities. You also
shortchange yourself.

When [ was in my fiftieth year, my eldest daughter
informed me that she was pregnant. My reaction to this



surprised me. [ should
have been delighted. She
was married and healthy.
She was ready to become
a mother. But [ found the
news unsettling. Why?

Eventually I figured
it out. My daughter
was ready to become
a mother, but [ was
not ready to become a
grandfather. Grandfathers
were old, and [ was not
ready to be old. [ wanted
my daughter to have
children, but I did not
want to be thought of as a
grandfather.

[ was wrong, of
course. Becoming a
grandparent was one of
the most rewarding, and
transcending experiences
of my life. “Old people
are distinguished by
grandchildren” the Book
of Proverbs reminds us.®?
Amen to that. Becoming
a grandfather changed
my perspective about so
many things. Especially
the way [ thought about
the future, and my
responsibility to it.

Let’s talk about that for
a moment. (The lecturer
came to the end of his
material long ago, but he
is not out of steam yet.)
[ have six grandchildren
now—the youngest is
four. Statistically there
is a very good chance
that she could live to be
a hundred. That means
that in the early years of
the next century there
will be people alive who
remember us.

How will they remember o
us? The world is in a mess -
at the moment, and looks
like getting worse. It is
tempting for older folk to say “I'm glad [ won't be there
to see it.” But knowing there will be people alive who
[ love, and who love me, growing up in the decades
to come motivates me to do what [ can to make their
journey easier.

-

The conclusion of the matter

Old age happens, and we need to accept it gratefully
and gracefully. It is not a reason to give up or to opt

out of life. Or to live stubbornly in denial. But it is
important to know when to step aside and let a younger
generation ‘play through’, as they say on the golf
course. Don't deny them their opportunity to learn—or
yourself. Don’t begrudge them the opportunity to serve
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you, even if you don’t think you need serving. And act
your age—you don’t have to be trendy to be relevant.
This is where our Christian faith, with its promise of
resurrection and eternal life really can be reassuring.
Old age is not an end—just the end of the beginning.
This life is only the opening notes of a symphony God
intends to share with us for eternity. “The last and final
word is this: Fear God. Do what he tells you. And that’s
it. Eventually God will bring everything that we do out
into the open and judge it according to its hidden intent,
whether it’s good or evil.”®
[ wish the lecturer believed that. How do I fill out that
evaluation form? Maybe I should just give him these
notes.
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Worth more than birds and ants

ne summer afternoon shortly after church
Oservices, I noticed three young girls from our

congregation huddled together on the lawn.
They asked me to join them. They were grieving over a
dead baby bird, and asked me if it would go to be with
God. I said I didn’t know, but assured them that God is
aware of every bird in the sky and not one falls to the
ground without Him knowing it.

We scooped out a tiny grave, put the bird in it,
and said a prayer, thanking God for all the beautiful
creatures He has made. The girls felt better. [ felt better
too. [ was reminded of what Jesus told His disciples,
“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of
them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your
Father.” Jesus went on to tell them that God cares even
more for us human beings. “And even the very hairs of
your head are all
numbered. So don't
be afraid; you are
worth more than
many sparrows.” !

You, like
me, probably
consider yourself
an ordinary
person—not
wealthy, famous
or highly talented.
As normal people
with a history of
having done some
worthy deeds and
some not-so-good
or even shameful
deeds, we may ask
ourselves, “Why
would God, the
Creator of all that
exists, care about
me?”

I'm reminded of
a fable about ants.
It goes something
like this: “Once upon a time a red ant and a black ant
peered over the edge of a cliff, fascinated by what they
saw below—cavemen beating each other with clubs.
One ant said to the other ‘They will probably kill each
other off and we ants will rule the world!” The other ant
angrily retorted, ‘Red ants, or black ants?’”

It seems that we human beings are just as contentious
as ants. Jesus foretold that unless He returned, all
humanity would destroy itself. So unless He does
return, maybe the ants will rule the world. Or maybe
they too would kill each other off. But, thankfully, Jesus
will return, rescue the world from annihilation, and
establish the government of righteousness, peace and
harmony that we so desperately need.
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by
Paul Hailey

Fortunately for us, human beings—not ants—will
receive everlasting life. That is why God cares about
you and me. He is preparing us to live with Him
forever.?

God is remaking us

We human beings, with all of our flaws, are the centre
of God’s plan, the focus of His unending attention.
When God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) said, “Let us
make man(kind) in our image, in our likeness...”3,
they meant it. God’s goal and purpose for all of us is
to transform us through life’s experiences into beings
with flawless character, and expanded abilities, with
everlasting life inherent in our perfected bodies.

Yet each one of us uniquely is being individually
crafted through God’s workmanship.? The Greek word
translated as
“workmanship” is
often translated
“creative works
of art”. God is still
creating, shaping
and moulding us,
instilling in each
of us the qualities
that He wishes us
to have.

In the light of
our many failings
as individuals, we
may feel totally
unworthy of God’s
love, especially
when we compare
ourselves against
the perfection
of Jesus. But our
feelings don't
compare with the
unchangeable
promises of God.
His word stands
true. Some day He
will give us a new, flawless and glorious existence.

We will be like Jesus

Listen! God has a design for everyone, including you.
He lovingly views you and me as potential “sons of
God”, who will share His creation with Him forever.
He is the potter and we are the clay from which He is
preparing us for an eternal existence of joy.

If you, like me, wonder why birds fall, why people
suffer, let's remember that Jesus suffered too, and
remind ourselves that everything that happens to us,
including the unpleasant experiences, is under God’s
control and that He will bring it all to a perfect climax
when He ushers in His eternal Kingdom.



Just as that little bird, you and I may fall and be
buried. But our spirit will remain alive and some time
in the future He will call us out of our graves and we
will be changed to a new life, eternally joyful, sinless
and remade into His image. “Dear friends, now we are
children of God, and what we will be has not yet been
made known. But we know that when He appears, we
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”5

We have a glorious future in God’s eternal Kingdom.
Through Jesus’ perfect life and sacrifice of Himself God
freely promises us a marvellous destiny. Fascinating
adventures await us when we believe His promises,
acknowledge Jesus as Lord and Saviour, and yield our
lives to His masterful care. We can be assured that
Jesus is preparing special places for you and me. And
what a marvellous place that will be! “No eye has seen,
no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has
prepared for those who love Him.” ¢

What is Jesus preparing for you? U

I Matthew 10:
29-31

2 1 Thessalonians
4:17

3 Genesis 1:26

4 Ephesians 2:10

51 John 3:2

61 Corinthians
2:9

Rain to rainbows

bring herself to be happy for her niece, Fanny Price.
When Cousin Edward suggested giving Fanny
a horse, Aunt Norris objected that it would be too
extravagant a gift. When Fanny was invited to a ball,
Aunt Norris didn'’t think it appropriate for her to go. After
all, Fanny wasn’t from the noble part of the family and
didn’t deserve the same perks her cousins enjoyed.

Have you ever known someone like that? Someone
who can't seem to endure seeing others blessed and
who always rains on everyone’s parade? Perhaps you're
like that. I have been from time to time. Instead of
rejoicing with others, either out of jealousy, self-pity or
just plain meanness, we sometimes say or do things to
bring happy people down.

Many Christians, unable to accept the magnitude of
God’s grace, add conditions to everything from church
membership to teaching children’s classes—and even
to salvation. Being accepted by God can't be as easy
as simply believing! Surely people need to be made
aware of just how horrific sin is to God and how angry
he is at it. No one can get away with anything less than
repenting on bloody knees, going through a gauntlet
of misery and emotional suffering to prove their
understanding of sin, followed by years of doing good
works. Being saved is the easy part; actually getting to
heaven requires much effort.

Or does it?

Do you still wonder how God can let everyone in on
the fun of grace, regardless of how serious their sins?
How he can pay the latecomers to the vineyard the
same as those who started work at dawn? How he can
welcome the prodigal son, who hadn’t even taken the
time to have a bath?

I n Jane Austen’s Mansfield Park, Aunt Norris couldn’t

by
Tammy Tkach

The beautiful thing about understanding God as a
Trinitarian being is a simple concept called inclusion.
Father, Son and Spirit include each other in everything.
Each does nothing without the others. The love
enjoyed by Father, Son and Spirit overflows to the
whole of creation and includes all of us, every living
thing from beginning to end. No one is left out. No one
must feel the sting of rejection or abandonment—not
with God.

The import of this truth is enormous. Every single person
you see (and those you don’t see—everyone who ever
lived) is included in Gods life.There are no exceptions.
Some will choose to exclude themselves, but that’s
between them and God. Our business is to love and
include everyone to the best of our ability and leave the
judging to God.

What a difference this understanding would make to
churches everywhere! | can’t imagine how many tracts
would have to be reprinted if this truth were embraced.
The sinner’s prayer would become the beloved’s prayer
or the believer’s prayer.That little bridge used to illustrate
the gulf between God and humanity? Gone! Instead you
might see a picture of the loving arms of God, holding
someone who may still be in need of a bath, clean
clothes and a meal, but grateful,happy and loved.

If Aunt Norris had understood this,she could have
contributed not only to her niece’s happiness but also
to her own.She could have changed the rain that ruined
the parade into a rainbow, with blessings for everyone,
just as God intends.
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Grace: a licence to sin?

true faith can become so adept at gumming up the

greatest news in the universe. We hold in trust the
Good News of all good news—God gives free grace to
sinners for Christ’s sake—and then we break our necks
to hide it behind a great wall of rules, regulations and
laws.

“You must not take grace too far or you will turn
it into licence to sin!” we admonish one another, as
though lack of licence has ever stopped anybody from
sinning.

Hasn'’t anyone noticed? We are all sinners, for crying
out loud, even all we religious, God-fearing, church-
going Christians. Always have been, always will be, in
this life. It is only by God’s pure and unfettered grace,
as demonstrated once for all through Jesus Christ, that
we are made something else—righteous—
and not by avoiding sin, but by trusting
him.

It seems that our vigilant efforts to
prevent anyone from “turning grace into
licence to sin” have resulted, ironically, in
our managing to turn sin into a barrier to
accepting grace.

The church promises grace, then
delivers condemnation. The church
headlines the gospel, then preaches
hellfire. The church disguises its moralistic
hook with gospel bait, reels in the unwary
catch and plops him or her into the hot
greasy frying pan of salvation by works.

Consider how the gospel is ploughed
under by the relentless glacier of
denominational “rightness,” doctrinal
“‘exactness” and behavioural “standards.”
Christian church against Christian church,
warring over phraseology, terminology,
dress codes, political stands, seating
arrangements, music styles, architecture...
the list seems endless.

We all seem to have at least a mild case of the “our-
way-is-God’s-way-die-you-heretic” virus.

Certainly, right doctrine is important. But surely
we need look no farther than the Nicene Creed or
the Apostles Creed for those doctrinal “issues” that
really matter. Yet, many Christian churches still refuse
Communion to fellow believers who don’t belong to the
“right” denominational brand name or haven’t jumped
through all the required theological hoops.

The underlying message of religious behaviourism,
“Behave right (according to our particular standards),
or go straight to hell,” buries the gospel under layer
after layer of religious hair-splitting, nit-picking and
measurement-taking.

That isn’'t the gospel. It’s religion. It holds out salvation
like some phantom carrot-and-stick reached only
through a lifetime of unquantifiable good deeds. It is a

It is a constant wonder how we guardians of the
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1 Romans 4:5
2 Titus 2:11-14

soul-sapping lie against the truth of God.

Jesus did not bring some “new and better” brand of
religion. He brought the gospel, which is good news for
sinners, which we all are.

For the sake of Christ, God has thrown away all the
report cards, homework records and detention notes in
the world and given everybody a 4.0 GPA and a gold-
plated invitation to eternal life.

Only some of us, it seems, “don’t want no charity.”
We'd rather feel like we have been—or through
discipline and devotion have become—the right
and proper sort of person upon whom God could
appropriately bestow eternal life.

We have been good Christians, and we don’t want
to be lumped in with a bunch of immoral losers who
do nothing more than put their trust in the Christ we
have worked so hard for so long to imitate
and obey. (We thank you, O God, that we
are not like the rest of people—greedy,
dishonest, adulterous or, for that matter,
like this embezzler.)

Suppose we take up a challenge: give
up the charade. Drop the legalism and the
fear tactics. Quit pretending to be worthy
and righteous, admit we are hopeless
sinners without anything to our credit, and
put our trust in Jesus Christ, for whose
sake God justifies the ungodly.!

And drop the nonsense about how
that would mean we could “just go out
and sin all we want since we're already
forgiven.” Nobody who trusts God wants
to sin. When you trust God to love you and
forgive you, you want to be like Jesus; you
don’t want to sin. But when we do sin, in
spite of the fact that we don’t want to, we
! have an advocate with the Father, 1 John
§ 2:1-2 tells us (and he tells us that so we
won'’t sin, not so that we will, verse 1 says).

It’s as Paul told Titus: “For the grace of
God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.

It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and
godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the
blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great
God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for
us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for
Himself a people that are His very own, eager to do
what is good”.?

It's grace that teaches us to say no to ungodliness. It's
grace that makes us eager to do what is good. Knowing
we're already forgiven and accepted does not lead us
into the devil’s workshop, but into deeper fellowship
with our Lord and Saviour.

The gospel really is that simple. It really is good
news.



Blessed are the includers

y son, Johnathan, had a bad day at preschool
M the other day. [ didn’t realise how bad, however,

until I tried to drop him off the next morning
and he panicked. [ leaned in to see what was wrong,
and he gripped my neck with a death hug, buried his
head in my shoulder, and refused to let go.

This wasn’t like him. He had never complained before
when [ dropped him off, and he had never seemed
to care when [ left. In
fact, he loves school.
Just a couple of weeks
earlier, when we were
touring the place, he
nearly cried when his
mother and | made
him leave.Yet, here he
was, clinging to my neck
for dear life, terrified I
would go without him.

So why was he scared?
The day before, a couple
of kids had refused to
play with him. That’s it.
They hadn’t threatened
him, laughed at him,
or bullied him. They’d
simply excluded him.

[ hadn’t thought much
of it when he told me
the previous night.
After all, that’'s what
kids do, right? It didn’t
seem like a big deal.
Yet, here [ was late

for work, hugging my
boy for dear life, and
terrified because | knew
I had to leave him.

I'm not sure why |
was surprised by his
reaction. Our need to be
included is fundamental
to our humanity. It isn’t
secondary or nice to
have. It'’s hard core—
right up there with our
need for oxygen, food,
and morning coffee.
Okay, the last one might
just be me. But the rest are common to all people.

It reminded me of the incident between Taylor Swift
and Kanye West at the MTV VMA awards this year.
Taylor, a 17-year-old country music star, was accepting
an award for best female video. She had just started to
explain how much it meant to her to be accepted by
“mainstream” music, when rap star Kanye West took
the microphone from her. He then explained that she

by
Brent
Meranda

really didn’t belong there after all. Actually, he said
that Beyonce deserved the award, but 'm sure Taylor
and the rest of America heard, “You're not in the same
league as Beyonce. You don’t belong.” Understandably,
Taylor broke down and was seen crying with her
mother backstage.

Fortunately, the story didn’t end there. Beyonce
received another award later in the evening, and she
took the opportunity to
tell everyone how much
she related to Taylor.
Beyonce explained
+= that she’d been a teen
when she received
her first VMA, and she
remembered what it was
like. She then invited
Taylor back onstage to
have her moment. Her
message to Taylor was
clear: “You do belong.
You're one of us. You're
included.”

My son, Johnathan,
had a similar moment.
Before [ could figure
out how to escape his
grip, another little boy
saw him clinging to
my neck and asked, “Is
his name Johnathan?”

I Surprised that he knew
_ my son’s name, | said,
“Yes, what’s yours?” He
told me. Then he started
telling Johnathan all
about the stuffed animal
he was carrying. Slowly
and gently, Johnathan
released his grip. Then
he faced the boy and
started telling him about
his toys. A few moments
later, as the new friends
were playing, I slipped
away without my son
ever noticing.

Never forget the
importance of inclusion.

I'm not going to end this article with a lecture on
ways you can and should make others feel included.
You're smart enough to figure that out on your own. All
I'm going to say is, blessed are the peacemakers.

Now, I think I'll go and buy a Beyonce album. U
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Scandal! Biggest cove

e have heard about many cover-up jobs in
history. But one beats them all—it involves an
astronomical amount and implicates three top

guns and millions of others. It is a scandalous story and
you surely don’t want to miss it!

The story

There was a rich man (master) who had an accountant
(manager) to take care of all his properties (assets).
An accusation was brought against him that he was
tampering with the accounts and wasting his master’s
assets. The master summoned him to give an account
of what he had done and then fired him from his job.
Surprisingly, the accountant didn’t plead for mercy, nor
did he appeal to be reinstated. He simply accepted the
sack.

Being the shrewd accountant that he was, he quickly
hatched up a plan. The plan was: he would meet his
master’s customers one by one and offer to slash the
amounts they owed their master before handing over
the books. It was an attractive offer because they could
not pay their debts. The accountant saw their plight,
so he took pity on them because they were heavily
in debt. He called them one by one and slashed their
debts, risking his own life and job. He also had an
ulterior motive. He reasoned: “If I slash their debts, they
will remember my kindness, and take me into their
homes when [ am sacked from my job.”

Surprisingly, his master didn’t get angry or condemn
him for what he had done. In fact, he praised him
for acting shrewdly. You can read this fascinating
parable—story—in Luke 16:1-13.

The interpretation

Let’s start by identifying the characters in the story. The
rich man is the Father-figure; the shrewd accountant

is His Son Jesus; we, the entire human race, are the
debtors; and those who brought the accusation are the
religious authorities—the olden-day and modern-day
Pharisees, Sadducees and scribes.

Adam and Eve and the entire human race fell—
sinned—and earned the death penalty which they
could never pay even in a million years (or in an
endless cycle of rebirths). God the Father sent His Son
Jesus to settle their sins—debts. Jesus came secretly,
taking the form of a human being and went around
forgiving people—tax collectors, publicans, prostitutes
and all sinners. The religious authorities who were strict
law-keepers were upset with Jesus because He was
forgiving people indiscriminately. They accused Him
of undermining their efforts to uphold and promote
the law. After all, they were the custodians of the law.
They believed that law-breakers should be punished
and not allowed to go scot-free. Jesus’ actions provoked
them because He was forgiving sinners freely instead
of meeting out judgments. The authorities questioned
Jesus as to who had given Him the authority to forgive
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people. Jesus claimed that He was the Son of God

and therefore had authority to forgive people.! They
were infuriated and accused Him of playing God and
misappropriating God’s name and power (assets). They
wanted Him dead, so they brought all sorts of false
accusations against Him which finally led to His death
on the cross. He was fired—crucified—to pay the
penalty of their (and all
of humanity’s) sins.

Jesus was Kkilled
but He rose from the
grave and ascended to
heaven. Since then He
has been busy knocking
on the doors of peoples’
hearts hoping they
would receive Him
into their lives (homes)
for the kindness that
He had shown them
(slashing their debts).?

All the master’s
customers were
hardcore debtors®—
spiritually dead—who
could never, in a million
years, settle their bills.
They dare not face their
creditor (God) because
of fear of punishment.
And they certainly
didn’t want to be
labelled ‘bankrupts’ and g
‘debtors’.

Isn’t this how we
sometimes feel about
our sinful condition?
We dare not approach
God because of fear
of punishment even
though God is extremely §
gracious and merciful.
He personally took the
initiative to send His
Son Jesus to settle all
our debts—irrespective
of the amount. Jesus
was fired—crucified—
on the cross to take
away our sin, our shame and our guilt. He became
‘unjust’ so we might be justified. He has come to set us
free from the clutches of sin and death so that we can
approach God’s throne of grace boldly and confidently.
He has wiped out all our sins (debts) once and for
all in and through His death and resurrection. Not
only has He obliterated our debts, He has also filled
our accounts with huge credits. He became sin for




r-up unveiled at last

us—wiping our spiritual slate clean. And He became
righteousness for us—filling our spiritual accounts to
the brim. All we need to do is to put our trust in Jesus.
In God’s eyes, we are debt-free. He doesn’t see our
debts because they have been wiped clean. So we
don’t have to be terrified or hide from God. We can
start sharing our lives with Him and get to know Him
personally. He wants us
to enter into an intimate
relationship with Him.
There is one more
4 thing to take note of.
The parable should
M not be taken literally in
totality. For example,
it might give the
impression that Jesus
has only forgiven some
of our sins. But that is
not true since other
scriptures make it clear
that He has forgiven all
our sins.* This includes
our past, present and
future sins.

A% The books
i The Chief Accountant
" Jesus has already died
to all record-keeping.
= He has thrown away
=@ the accounts books and
& closed His accounting
M business for good.®
You don’t have to keep
track of your debits
and credits. You don’t
have to keep track of
4 your bad deeds and
k good deeds (which
are suspect anyway).
Nor should you
d keep track of other
peoples’ failures and
shortcomings. God has
declared forever that
He will not use the law
& books to judge us. Why?
Because all that the law
books do is to pronounce us guilty and send us to hell.
Grace is the only game in town—the Grace that enters
everyone’s name in the Book of Life. This is the only
book God will look at—and, thankfully, He has written
all our names in that precious book.5
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You can participate
The rest of the verses in the parable, Luke 16:9-13, is

I Matthew 9:1-8

2 Revelation 3:20

3 Romans 3:10

4 Psalm 103:3,
11-12;
Colossians
2:13; 1 John 1:9

5 Hebrews 7:11-18

6 Revelation
20:12-15

71 Peter 4:8

8 Ephesians 2:1-10

a call to action. Jesus is calling us to participate in

His glorious “cover-up” ministry. St. Paul writes “Love
covers a multitude of sins.” 7 Jesus became poor so that
we might become rich, He became sin so that we might
become righteous, He died and rose from the grave so
that we might die and rise with Him.

Jesus has already settled all our sins with His
precious blood. We have been given a spiritual bailout.
Now He is asking us to go and tell others so that they
too can get bailouts. God wants us to proclaim the
Good News—telling people that their sins have all been
forgiven forever. He wants us to use our resources—
money, time, gifts and talents, and knowledge of
salvation—to go and tell people everywhere that God
in Christ has already forgiven their sins, accepted
and reconciled them, and raised and seated them
in the heavenly realm as His own beloved children.®
He has done all this in and through Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Everyone who trusts Jesus has already
passed from darkness to light and from death to life.
This is what the “cover-up” ministry is all about.

Is there a reward for participating in Jesus' “cover-up”
ministry? You bet! The money you spend to share the
Gospel will come back to you manifold. How? Many—
perhaps thousands—may come to know God through
your kind generosity. They too will know who Jesus is
and accept Him as their personal Saviour. And you will
have many more friends—brothers and sisters—in your
eternal home with God.

While the people of this world are shrewd in
accumulating wealth for themselves, God is asking us
to be shrewd by sharing our wealth to make friends
who will be with us for all eternity. Make no mistake.
We live in an uncertain world. Our money may leave
us when financial tsunamis strike us, or we may leave
our money when death calls us to the ‘other world’.
There is no security whatsoever in our money or in our
life. Our only security is Jesus. So God asks us to be
wise stewards—even unjust stewards—so we can have
many brothers and sisters in our eternal home just as
Jesus did in this scandalous story.

The Triune God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—the
three top guns have been planning this cover-up job for
a long time. They have been working relentlessly and
secretly to cover the entire humanity’s sin (which could
pile up to the third heaven) and include them in His
glorious life as His own beloved children. This is the
biggest scandal of all time—and this is precisely what
God’s grace is all about.

Now that your debts have been totally wiped out,
would you like to help in covering up other peoples’
debts by participating in Jesus’ “cover-up” ministry? 1

Reference

Robert F. Capon, Kingdom, Grace, Judgment, William
Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, 2002
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Love expressed and spurned

hat makes us come alive? If you haven't given
Wit much thought, here’s a clue: What do you

do the most often to express your love and
affection for another person? Is it done through words
or actions, through touch, gifts or spending time with
him or her?! These ways of expressing and perceiving
love is similar to the language of our emotions. (Here’s
a suggestion: go through 1 Corinthians 13 and make a
personal inventory of the love language list for yourself
and your loved ones. It should be an interesting
exercise!) Any one or a combination of these ways
speaks of your love, and if the other person shares
your love language, then both of you will connect
emotionally; you will feel loved, understood and
accepted. But if either of you has a different preferred
language, it’s important that you know what it is. This
will avoid the sad feeling: “l know my parents/spouse
loves me. How come I don't feel loved?”

A step further
Having noted the
importance of the love
language, let’s go a step
further. Consider this
scenario: A couple shares
the same primary love
language—Ilove expressed
through action. The wife
has just enjoyed some fruits
in the kitchen. Thinking of
her husband, she naturally
proceeds to wash, peel and
cut some for him too. She
finds him reading in the
living room. Each reminder
of her love-offering is met
with a grunt. By the fourth
time,

Wife: I've reminded you so many times, and you still
haven'’t eaten it.

Husband: I've just had my tea. | don’t want to eat it
now.

Wife: I went through all the trouble and you don'’t
even acknowledge it!

Husband: I didn’t ask you to do it!

War! Perhaps, even tears. (It's good that both of
them are open with what’s on their minds; and with
any relationship skirmish, there are layers of emotions
and issues to work through.) But how can something
so good go wrong? Surely all of us have given love-
offerings from our hearts and they have been rejected,
sometimes we may even have been reprimanded for it.
Our love is spurned. What do we do next? What would
Jesus do next? Actually, what He has been doing all
this while!
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The fundamental issue

No doubt, knowing and speaking the correct love
language at the right place and the right time go a long
way. And if he or she were to decline gently, it would
help tremendously to take out the sting of rejection
too. But there is still a fundamental issue involved.

It explains the world of difference between Jesus’
response and ours towards rejection, and towards
expressing love in the first place.

The fundamental issue is Jesus Christ. Jesus is God,
whose essence is God’s love. One definition of this love
is: an outgoing concern with no ulterior motive, no
strings attached. Jesus is this love. And because He is
eternal He keeps on loving—whether He is rejected or
spurned, acknowledged or appreciated. Whatever we
say or do in response to His love will not change what
He does or who He is. Being love, He keeps on loving.

Handicap
In our natural state, you
and I have a big handicap.
Every thought, action
and desire of our heart is
tainted towards the self,
self-ishness—we want to
look good, we want to feel
good—especially when
we're expressing love. Yes,
even more so when we're
using the correct love
language at the right place
and the right time! That’s
why when our expressions
of love for another person
fail to make us feel good or
look good, we get so upset!
That being so, shouldn'’t this
trigger a warning for us? Something is not quite right
here—and cause us to pause before we make things
worse.

When human nature is the only source of our love,
then our love will have ulterior motives. That’s why
the writer of the book of Hebrews counsels us to “...
enter into the rest from our own (self-ish) works (that
is, stop producing works from the selfish source—us) ...
(have) the living Word discern the thoughts, attitudes
and intents of our heart...”? and to have Him substitute
these with His own. Paul instructs us to put on God’s
nature, to make that the source of our love, to make it
the only source of our lives.® Then, and only then, our
expressions of love through the love language will be
pure. This will take time—our whole life time in fact,
but that’s all right. We are God’s work in progress! It is
wonderful to learn to employ the correct love language
to enrich our relationships. It's even more wonderful
when this happens with the fundamental issue properly
in place!



Another angle

Why are we losing our teenagers
and youths?

[ was a teenager. In those days only the youngsters
from rich families drove cars or rode expensive
motorbikes to school. They were the elite. Yet they had
a certain dignity about them. They were still regular
guys who showed respect to teachers and elders.
In fact everyone in school was polite to those who
were in charge or in authority, be it parents, teachers,
policemen or even the workers who cleaned our
classrooms and school toilets.
Today, most teenagers seem to have a motorbike
or car at their disposal even at secondary school.
But the dignity and politeness that was evident with
the privileged young of yesteryear is missing today.

Society today has changed so much since the time

Arrogance has crept in and now many youths act as
though everyone else is beneath them. A few days
ago, [ was on my way to the shopping mall with my
wife. As I reached the premises I noticed a car parked
right in the middle of the road even though there were
ample parking bays available. | had to move into the
next lane and squeeze my way through when another
car approached. The driver of the other car managed
to pass through but lowered his car window and
apologised for getting so close. Then he told me that
the owner of the car parked in the middle of the road
was a youth. But he dared not confront him or advise
him to move his car as he knew that if he confronted

by
Devaraj
Ramoo

the culprit he would get punched. It was a wise
decision.

Today, I see youngsters getting drunk and behaving
unruly in public places. [ see them using filthy
language without a care about who’s around. I've seen
the elderly literally begging youngsters to give way in a
crowded place. Worst of all [ saw an elderly homeless
man verbally abused and threatened by a pair of
youths who found his grovelling in fear very amusing.
They moved away only because [ happened to walk
past the place.

[ must say that not all youths are like that, but the
arrogance and coldness of so many young people
is appalling. People dare not confront or even try to

correct their behaviour, afraid that it would be met with
a violent response. How did it get this way? Material
progress and prosperity seems to be the main culprit.
But above all, many parents have failed to inculcate
the sense of humility, responsibility, and respect that
should go together with the prosperity of the times.
The Bible has given us a profound piece of advice.
In the book of Proverbs it is stated, ‘“Train up a child
in the way he should go, and when he is old he will
not depart from it. ! Another verse states ‘Correct
your son, and he will give you rest; yes he will give

continued on page 19
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Spiritual

hen a person responds to God’s grace of
Wsalvation, God will grant the person the

spirit of repentance to accept Christ as his
or her personal saviour. The Holy Spirit will dwell in
the person and the process of transformation of the
Christian can begin. The Christian’s attitudes and values
in life should change over time to become more and
more in line with God’s. The Bible likens this to the
replacement of the old stony heart with a new fleshly
one.!

The unconverted life
is represented by the
cold hard heart while life
in Christ is symbolised
by the soft and tender
heart. Just as a physical
heart can suffer from a
heart attack, so too can
a spiritual heart. There
are many scriptural
references where
Christians are warned
against hardening their
spiritual hearts.2 Even
Christ once directly
asked His disciples
whether their hearts were
hardened!® A hardened
spiritual heart is a prime
candidate for a spiritual
heart attack.

Most doctors agree that
three common factors
among others that can
determine whether a
person will get a heart
attack or not are diet,
physical activity and
stress or lifestyle. If
we continuously eat
unhealthy food, do not
exercise and lead a
stressful life, our chances
of having a ‘myocardial
infarction’ eventually is
very real. Similarly, the
analogy can also be
applied to the spiritual
life.

Our spiritual food must be centred on the word of
God. Personal Bible study ought to be a staple diet.
Reading inspiring writings and listening to sound
sermons should be part of our spiritual calorie intake.
All these will ensure that we are spiritually nourished.
On the other hand to replace the Bible as our ‘main
course’ in our spiritual meals is a dangerous step
down the slippery slope. For some Christians, the
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only spiritual food they have is outside of the Bible—
materials sourced from humans that may be false or
doctrinally incorrect. This is akin to taking spiritual
junk food.

The moment we lose our focus on Christ, we become
receptive to all sorts of ideas that Satan or the world
can throw at us. We lose our stability because we
have lost our anchor. We become easily swayed and
influenced,! prime candidates for a spiritual heart
attack.

A sedentary lifestyle
with no exercise
significantly increases
the risk of a cardiac
arrest. Due to the nature
of our careers, there is
little physical activity
in most jobs and most
occupations are desk-
bound. This lack of
manual work in the
workplace is one of the
contributory causes in
the rise of heart attacks
in modern societies.

In the spiritual realm,
we too need to do our
spiritual exercises. God
has given each one of
us spiritual gifts which
we must make use of.

If not, we are like the
lazy servant who hid

his talent. Christians

are to be doers, not just
hearers.® The apostle
James even said that
faith without deeds is
useless. Remember we
have a commission to
carry out and to be about
our Father’s business.
The point is that to avoid
a spiritual heart attack,
we cannot be armchair
Christians.

A life full of stress
or a lifestyle that is
stress inducing greatly
increases the chances of vascular diseases. Work
pressure, financial stress, lack of sleep and rest, job
insecurity, unhappy marriages, broken homes—all
these factors and many others can take their toll on
our lives. Life in the 215t century, especially city life, is
not always very pleasant. Due to economic realities not
many of us can break away from such conditions. If we
do not know how to handle stress, we may not be able



to handle our hearts!

What type of spiritual lifestyle do we live? Are we
stressed up over what other Christians think of us? Do
we worry over our salvation? Have doubts about God?
Do we live transparently enough that non-Christians
can see God in us? Most importantly, are our lifestyles
in line with what God says in the Bible? Or are our
primary cares and concerns still on worldly matters like
most people? The answers to the above questions will
determine the condition of our spiritual heart.

What actually causes a heart attack? Technically a
heart attack occurs when there is not enough oxygen
being carried to the heart to do its work. The lack of
oxygen may be due to insufficient blood reaching the
heart organ. Usually the reason for the inadequate
blood flow is because of blockages in the coronary
arteries that narrow the amount of blood that can be
pumped to the heart. The main culprit of this blockage
is plaques which build up over time in the blood
vessels.

In our spiritual lives, plaques are like our hidden and
unrepented sins. The presence of plaques does not
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immediately cause a heart attack. It is its accumulation
over time to a certain extent that triggers a heart
attack. Similarly, to sin unknowingly or to stumble due
to human weakness or momentary misjudgement is
understandable. However, to continue sinning by doing
something that we know is wrong may well be setting
the stage for a spiritual heart attack. To purposely
refuse to repent when shown that we are wrong, to
continuously harbour bitterness towards others, to
dwell on evil thoughts and schemes and to nurture
wrong attitudes all the time—these are some of the
spiritual plaques we must avoid. To help avoid some of
these we should always ask God to help us search our
hearts like King David did to get rid of all his plaques—
sins hidden from his understanding.”

In conclusion, what is the best way to prevent a
spiritual heart attack? The answer is given by the very
own words of Jesus: “ “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind, and ‘your neighbour
asyourself’ " 0

mall things

Jerusalem was renowned. Skilled craftsmen used

only the finest materials in construction. Cedar
beams, cypress planks, hewn stone, olive wood doors,
gold chains, intricate carvings and enough gold overlay
to rival Fort Knox adorned every inch. For more than
400 years it served as the focal point for Israel’s religious
ceremony and pilgrimage.

Then Babylon invaded, destroyed the Temple and
took Jerusalem’s inhabitants captive. About 50 years
later, the Persians conquered Babylon and Jerusalem’s
exiles were allowed to return home. Under the
leadership of a Jewish governor named Zerubbabel,
they proceeded to rebuild their city and Temple.

Rebuilding the Temple was a slow process with many
setbacks. Resources were few. Funds were low. Years
passed and little more than a foundation was laid.
Discouragement set in. Old-timers lamented that the
size and grandeur of this second Temple would never
equal the first.!

One can almost hear elderly Yiddish men whining,
“Oy vey! You call this a Temple? You should have seen
Solomon’s Temple. Full of cypress, cedar, gold, and
carvings! Now that was a temple!” People thought,
“What’s the use?” What they were doing seemed pitiful
and small compared with this.

God had a different perspective. He encouraged them
to take heart and assured them that the Temple would
be completed under Zerubbabel’s guidance. He also
asked a rhetorical question containing a life lesson
for all of us. “For who has despised the day of small
things?”? In the eyes of the people, this work may have
seemed pitiful and small, yet it was God’s work all the
same.

The splendour of King Solomon’s Temple in
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In a world that measures success by size, it’s easy to
think bigger is better. As Christians, we can fall into the
same trap, thinking megachurches do more to further
the gospel than small gatherings of people. But small
does not mean weak and powerless—especially where
God is involved.

God said, “Fear not, little flock”3 and “For where two
or three are gathered together in my name, there am [
in the midst of them”*. He didn't say, “For where two or
three thousand are gathered....” Of course God can be
in the midst of a multitude as well as two or three, but
having the latest technology and best acoustics does
not guarantee making a greater impact for God.

In fact, God is rather adept at using small things for
his glory. He sent deliverance through a baby named
Moses found among the bullrushes, not through a
mighty army. David defeated Goliath with a slingshot,
not a cannon. Thousands were fed with two fish and
five loaves of bread, not coupons for Hometown Buffet.
Jesus entered the world as a newborn infant in a stable,
not in a spectacular array descending from heaven.

Satan whispers in your ear, “You are worthless, puny
and unimportant. What you do doesn’t matter. Why
continue on? What’s the use?”

God whispers, “Take heart, my child. Believe me.
Trust me. You are very valuable to me. | love you and
will never leave or forsake you.”

In the eyes of the world, who you are and what you
do may seem small and insignificant. But in the eyes of
God, little things mean a lot. 1
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Two peas, same pod

uman beings have a natural proclivity for
I—I creating a routine. Once we find something that
works, we tend to do it over and over again.

This concept applies to parenting. Regardless of how
many children are in the family, it is easier to adopt a
one-size-fits-all strategy to parenting. We may think, “I
tried this approach with my firstborn and it worked, so
now I'll try that with every other child in the family.”

The trouble with that approach is that our children
are different. Often completely different. My wife and
[ have three children and we are not sure how much
more different all three could be from each other. As
we have mused about their differences, we've also
wondered how much we might have contributed to
those differences.

When our children have made mistakes, we've
reflected over what we've done in our parenting that
may have led to
those mistakes.
And when our
children have been
responsive and
responsible, it has
been somewhat
natural to think
that our parenting
has been largely
responsible for their
success.

I've known
parents who could
have won an award
for bringing up a
precious, responsive [
Christian child. But
in the very same
family, another child
is unresponsive and
rebellious.

The fact is, God
is the creator of
our children. And, as in everything else that God has
created, he has chosen diversity.

[ think a lot can be learned about how God chose to
create the differences in our children by reading the
biblical passages about the first two children born of a
man and a woman. We don’t know a great deal about
these two children, but in Genesis 4:2, we learn that
“Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil.” These two
boys were remarkably different, yet evidently they grew
up with virtually no outside influences. No television.
No public schools. No peer pressure. Initially, it was just
them and their parents. But one was a shepherd and
the other a farmer. How could these vast differences in
vocational choices occur?

Furthermore, the two sons chose different
approaches with respect to what they gave God. Verse
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3 says that Cain brought some of the fruit of the soil
as an offering, whereas Abel brought “fat portions
from some of the firstborn of his flock.” This passage
implies that Cain gave what was convenient, while Abel
gave what was best. Two boys. Same parents. Great
differences.

The point is, our children are created by God and
made in his image. We are the stewards of our children,
but they are made in God’s, not our, image. They
are free to make their own choices. They have their
own personalities. We have the profound and sacred
responsibility to “bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord”!, but as parents, we cannot
determine the personality of our children.

We can force them to make career choices, but our
children may later resent whatever pressure we apply.
And we cannot make them have a relationship with
God. Those are all
God’s work. What
we can and should
do is love them,
provide guidance
and direction,
and lead them
intentionally toward
8 | Jesus. We can and
. should spend time
| talking to them
| about Jesus and
reading to them
from the Bible. We
4 can and should pray
with and for them.
{ We can consistently
lead them into a
community where
others are seeking
God’s will.

But whether they
choose at this time
to respond to our
instruction is not something we have control over. If
you have several children, one may be responsive and
the other may not. How that works is a mystery to me,
but not to God. There is no formula for ensuring that
our children grow up as we would hope for them to.

The lesson in all this is that we cannot react in
pride when it appears our children have developed
a healthy love for and responsiveness to Jesus. Nor
should we despair when our children do not seem to
be responding to Jesus. What we can consistently do
is thank God for the gift of stewardship of his children,
and pray for wisdom and courage as we engage in the
incredible adventure called parenting.



Holy Spirit as something we can call down from
heaven to help us become bold, wise, healthy and
wealthy. But we need to remember that the Holy Spirit is

God, not a genie in a bottle to grant our every wish.

“But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will
remind you of everything I have said to you,” Jesus said
in John 14:26.

And in chapter 16, verses 13-14, Jesus added,

“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide
you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; He will
speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is
yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from
what is mine and making it known to you.”

The Spirit does not have His own agenda, only the
agenda of the Father and the Son, who sent Him. That
is, human redemption and salvation—the gospel
agenda.

The Holy Spirit is not a scene-stealer or a circus act.
The Spirit is God, and He is God with the Father and the
Son, not on His own, somehow acting apart from the
Father and the Son.

Our heavenly Father is the Father of Jesus Christ, the
Father who loved the world so much that He sent His
Son to save the world and who, with the Son, sent the
Holy Spirit so that He and the Son would always be
with us and in us.

Jesus said in John 14:16-19:

“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you
another Counsellor to be with you forever—the Spirit of

Itmight be tempting to think of the “power” of the
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Speaking of life...

truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither
sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He
lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as
orphans; [ will come to you. Before long, the world will
not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because [
live, you also will live.”

The Holy Spirit empowers us, not for selfish, personal
means and ends, but for God’s means and ends, which
have to do with conforming us to the image of Christ,
not with granting us the life-style of the rich and
famous.

To be baptised with the Holy Spirit is to be baptised
into the baptism of Jesus Christ. It is to enter into new
life in Christ—the life of the kingdom of God.

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received
to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in
its various forms” we're told in 1 Peter 4:10.

The gifts of the Spirit, then, whether tongues or
healing or administration or teaching or whatever they
might be, are for the benefit of the body of Christ, and
not for personal acclaim or gain.

The Holy Spirit lives in us, unites us with the Father
and the Son and transforms us into the image of Christ.
He stands beside us, bringing us hope and courage,
endurance and peace. He leads us toward Jesus,
nudges our conscience, and reminds of the Father’s
love and mercy. And he does it without drawing
attention to himself.

When we truly listen to the Spirit, what we're going to
hear is, “Listen to Jesus.” [

continued from page 15

delight to your soul.? It is very strange that the immense
technological advancement and material prosperity
that has made life so much easier has also created

a situation where values and common decency are
eroded. The young cannot be entrusted with material
privileges without the moral maturity to go with it.
Recently a teenager who was caught and fined for
smoking in a non smoking zone rudely yelled at the
municipal officer,” Who are you to correct me when my
father allows me to smoke as I please?” The teenager
could not even realise that he was breaking the law let
alone behaving rudely.

Many parents today are also insanely preoccupied
with academic excellence in their children’s education.
A child’s intelligence quotient seems to be the main
emphasis. Many parents idolize ‘Straight A’s’ in
examinations. Anything lower is looked upon as failure.
But parents seem to think that emotional intelligence
will develop automatically if their children become
well educated.

Worse still the spiritual quotient is rarely developed.
Ritualistic religious practices do not build spiritual

1 Proverbs 22:6
2 Proverbs 29:17

maturity to go with the times we live in. Whatever
religion people belong to, unless the values of that
faith are taught and practiced, the young will grow up
lacking in maturity and values to complement the vast
material resources available in society today. I always
take time to talk to the teenagers [ teach in school.
Many times I see that youths who are problematic
seldom have their parents spending time with them.
Some are beaten rather than advised. How can the
young be expected to show respect, maturity and
kindness when no one spends quality time with them?
Parents need to pause between their busy schedules
and take time to talk to their teenage children. It needs
to be done urgently before it gets too late.

A teenage student of mine recently took me aside and
handed me a gift he had got for me. I had relentlessly
tried to straighten him out as he was troubled and
constantly skipping classes. In the end it was my
willingness to devote time for him that mattered to him
and had brought about the change.

We do not have to lose our teenagers and youths? But
we must be willing to care. 1
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Bystander

Salome, always a mum

es, Jesus had said He was going to die, but we
! assumed His work had just begun. My husband,
Zebedee, and [ and both of our sons, James
and John, were swept up in the contagious energy of
His ministry. Everywhere the Messiah went He was
touching lives, healing the sick and He had even raised
the dead. We thought His influence would just grow
and grow, finally leading to His messianic rule from
Jerusalem.

[ was overjoyed to follow Jesus and care for His
needs as though He were my own son. He nicknamed
my boys ‘Sons of Thunder’ because of their enthusiastic
support. He and John had become best of friends. So
as we travelled to Jerusalem one day, it seemed natural
to me to ask Jesus for a favour. With James and John
by my side, | kneeled before Jesus and asked Him if my
sons could have prominent positions in His kingdom.

His response confused me. He said He didn’t think
we really understood what we were asking. He asked
James and John if they were able to drink of the cup
He was to drink.

They said, ‘Yes, of course!’ They could drink of the
cup. We were not sure exactly what He meant by that.
[ did recall that He had recently told us He would be
mocked and flogged and crucified. But His influence
and miracles were so impressive, it didn’t seem
possible that could ever happen.

[ should never have made my request, even though
Jesus’ response had been patient and considerate.

The other disciples overheard and before long a huge
argument broke out about who should be the greatest.
The ten indignantly turned on James and John. Jesus
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had to step in to straighten everyone out, explaining the
greatest must first become a servant.

Our hopes and spirits soared after Jesus' triumphant
entry into Jerusalem. But our dreams were quickly
dashed to pieces when Jesus was arrested. The trial
was such a mockery. Jesus was slapped and spat on,
and the crowds turned vicious.

This strong, tender-hearted young man had done
nothing but good to others. Yet He was brutally beaten.
Even the execution soldiers were shocked at the extent
of His wounds. [ watched with unbelieving eyes,
determining not to leave Him even though the other
disciples had fled for their lives.

The grim process dragged through the afternoon. My
son John had also stayed by Him and comforted Mary
as she knelt in unspeakable sorrow before the cross. As
He struggled for breath, Jesus asked John to care for
His mother. My brave son took Mary’s hand and gently
led her back to us.

Then Jesus died. Three days later, He was raised
from the dead, and we were overjoyed beyond words.
But it was at the foot of the cross I finally began to
understand what it meant to follow Him. How foolish
of us to ask for prominence. Jesus did not come to be
served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for
many.

Reference
Matthew 20:20-28

Saying

saying that emerges from the salt trade along the

Volta River. The saying is Dze kotoku deka medea
Kratsi o. It can be translated as “You don’t go to Krachi
with only one bag of salt.”

Kete-Krachi, shortened to Krachi in the proverb, is
about 200 miles (320 km) north of Ghana’s capital,
Accra. It isn't easy for salt merchants to get there, but
if they undertake the journey, they will be able to sell
all the salt they bring. Naturally, it would be foolish to
bring only one bag of salt when you could sell far more
than that.

The Ewe language of southeastern Ghana has a
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from Ghana:
Dze Rotoku deka medea Rratsi o
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In Christ, everything we do makes a positive
difference for the kingdom of God. As 1 Corinthians
15:58 tells us, “Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.
Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully
to the work of the Lord, because you know that your
labour in the Lord is not in vain.”

Why take only one bag of salt to Krachi when you
could sell 100? In the same way, the more we do in the
name of Christ, the more his love flows through us and
permeates the world. 1



A genuine Christian
should be a walking
mystery because he
is surely a walking
miracle. Through the
leading and the power
of the Holy Spirit, the
Christian is involved
in a daily life and
habit that cannot be
explained.
Tozer, A. W.

Not only do we not
know God except
through Jesus Christ;
we do not even know
ourselves except
through Jesus Christ.
Pascal, Blaise

The Word of the Lord
is a light to guide you,
a counsellor to counsel

you, a comforter to
comfort you, a staff to
support you, a sword

to defend you, and a
physician to cure you.

The Word is a mine
to enrich you, a robe
to clothe you, and a
crown to crown you.
Brooks, Thomas

Our plight was
hopeless. No amount of
New Year’s resolutions,

pious good intentions
or attempts to drag our
moral and spiritual
lives Godward was
ever going to amount
to anything. When we
were complete, abject
and utter failures,
God moved. God in
Christ entered the
direst pit of corruptible
humanity. Christ laid
hold of lost humankind
in order to offer us
“holy and blameless
before him in love.”
Andrew Purves

This is the way in
which we are surely
to interpret the
Incarnation, in which
God has drawn so near
to man and drawn man
so near to himselfin
Jesus that they are
perfectly at one.
Thomas Torrance

In Jesus Christ, God
himself has become
the “neighbor” to
Adam through his
own humanity. The
incarnation is the
embodiment of God
as the true form of
humanity.

Ray Anderson

There is no blessed way
of living, than the life of
faith upon a covenant-
keeping God—to know
that we have no care,
for he cares for us; that
we need have no fear,
except to fear him;
that we need have no
troubles, because we
have cast our burdens
upon the Lord, and are
conscious that he will
sustain us.
Spurgeon, C. H.

Let us therefore yield
ourselves and bow to
the authority of the
Holy Scriptures, which
can neither err nor
deceive.
Augustine of Hippo

Jesus Christ did not
say, “Go into the world
and tell the world that

it is quite right.”
Lewis, C. S.

It was great
condescension that He
who was God should be
made in the likeness of
flesh; but much greater

that He who was holy
should be made in the
likeness of sinful flesh.
Henry, Matthew

Take a saint, and put
him into any condition,
and he knows how to
rejoice in the Lord.
Cradock, Walter

If you really love Jesus,
you won’t be flirting
with the Devil.
Anonymous

God does not ask your
ability or your inability.
He asks only your
availability.
Mary Kay Ash

Your life is short, your
duties many, your
assistance great, and
your reward sure;
therefore faint not,
hold on and hold up,
in ways of well-doing,
and heaven shall make
amends for all.
Brooks, Thomas

God’s love for us is
not a love that always
exempts us from trials,
but rather, a love that
always sees us through
trials.
Anonymous

We look upon prayer
simply as a means
of getting things for
ourselves, but the
Biblical purpose of
prayer is that we
may get to know God
Himself.
Oswald Chambers

No one is hopeless who
hopes in God.
Prayer is talking to
God. Meditation is
listening to God.
The only limits to God’s
grace are the limits we
put on it.

Our hearts are restless
until they find rest
in God.
Reading the Bible
without meditating on
it is like trying to eat
without swallowing.
He came to pay a debt
He didn’t owe because
we owed a debt we
couldn’t pay.
Anonymous

Only through
experience of trial and
suffering can the soul
be strengthened, vision
cleared, ambition
inspired, and success
achieved.
Helen Keller

Nails could not have
kept Jesus on the cross
had love not held
Him there.

It rains on the just and
the unjust.
We've never really
given anything to the

Hmm...

Lord until we've given
Him our all.

I know not what the
future holds, but I know
Who holds the future!
Grace—God’s
redemption at Christ’s
expense.
Anonymous

I have held many
things in my hands,
and I have lost them

all; but whatever I have
placed in God’s hands,
that I still possess.

Corrie Ten Boom

Confession of sin is
not an admission of
weakness, but a sign of
strength.

The Bible is not meant
merely to inform, but to
transform.

If you keep in step with
God, you'll be out of
step with the world.
The reason we don’t
talk to our friends
about God is because we
don’t talk to God about
our friends.
Anonymous

A closed mind is like a
closed book; just a block
of wood.
Chinese proverb

A clever person turns
great troubles into little
ones and little ones into

none at all.
Chinese proverb

Some people do the best

they can and then leave

the rest up to God when
they should be giving
it all to God, and then

doing the best they can.
Bronwyn Ashcroft

The greatest message
ever heard came from an
empty tomb.
Anonymous

Faith makes all things
possible, NOT easy.
Anonymous

All that is needed for evil
to triumph is for good
men to do nothing.
Edmund Burke

The most powerful
position on earth is
kneeling before the Lord
of the universe.
Anonymous

Let us then ascribe the
whole work of grace to
the pleasure of God’s will.
God did not choose us
because we were worthy,
but by choosing us He
makes us worthy.
Watson, Thomas

The whole life of a
Christian should be
nothing but praises and
thanks to God; we should
neither eat nor sleep, but
eat to God and sleep to
God and work to God and
talk to God, do all to His
glory and praise.
Sibbes, Richard

Christian contentment is
that sweet, inward, quiet,
gracious frame of spirit,
which freely submits to
and delights in God’s wise
and fatherly disposal in
every condition.
Burroughs, Jeremiah

When we are reading, we often find something that
attracts our interest. It's not earth-shattering, or life-
changing. But it’s worth cutting out and keeping, or
sticking on the refrigerator door; or maybe sending

to us for this page!

We invite all our readers to contribute news items,

guotes, or poems, that make you say ‘Hmm’. It could
e in today’s paper, or in a book hundreds of years

old. Try to send the original clipping, or a copy of the

page to:

Hmm... The Plain Truth,
P. O. Box 2043,

41990 Klang,

Selangor,

Malaysia.
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Paul’s farewell letter:

was placed on “death row” in a Roman prison.

Although he had been released from prison
several times before, Paul now senses that death will
be his only escape. He writes his last letter to the man
who had worked with him the longest. He encourages
Timothy to continue his work.

Paul begins by explaining who he is: Paul, an apostle
of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus.

Timothy already knows this, so why does Paul
include it? He probably wants Timothy to see himself
in similar terms: appointed by the will of God and

D uring the reign of Emperor Nero, the apostle Paul

promised life in Christ. Timothy should not view his
work as optional, and even if officials threaten to kill
him, he needs to remember that life is guaranteed in
Christ, not in the Empire.

To Timothy, my dear son: Grace, mercy and peace
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. By
calling Timothy his “dear son,” Paul sets a tone of
affectionate advice.

Be bold with the gospel (verses 3-7)

Paul begins with indirect praise: I thank God, whom I
serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience,
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as night and day I constantly remember you in my
prayers. Paul gives God the credit for all the good that
he sees in Timothy, and he assures Timothy that he is
praying for him. He mentions his “clear conscience™—
something he wants Timothy to have, too.

Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that [ may
be filled with joy. We do not know what the tears were
about—perhaps Timothy’s sorrow at leaving Paul,
thinking that it might be the last time they would see
each other.

Paul reminds Timothy of his roots: [ have been
reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, [ am

persuaded, now lives in you also. Paul wants Timothy
to continue in this same path.

For this reason [ remind you to fan into flame the gift
of God, which is in you through the laying on of my
hands. Since you have faith, Paul says, put it to use.

1 Timothy 4:13-14 implies that Timothy’s “gift” was
preaching the gospel. And as we continue reading this
letter, we see that this is what Paul wants him to do.

For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit
of power, of love and of self-discipline. Don’t shrink
back, Paul says—be bold. God gives us what we need:
strength, love for others, and self-discipline. When



a study of & Timothy 1

it comes to the gospel, many people have a spirit of
timidity, but timidity is not from God. So we might need
to pray for strength, or love, or self-discipline. All of
these come from God.

Was Timothy timid? Paul’s words might simply be
a rhetorical strategy. He had sent Timothy on several
difficult missions; it seems that Paul was confident
in Timothy’s ability and willingness. He wanted to
encourage him to continue the good work he was
already doing.

believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard
what I have entrusted to him for that day.

Timothy has also been appointed as someone who
should testify about Christ and the immortality Christ
has revealed. Timothy need not be ashamed, nor afraid
of prison and death, because he knows that Christ is
faithful—we can trust our lives to Him, and He'll keep
every promise He has made.

Keep the treasure safe (verses 13-18)
After explaining his own commission and commitment,
Paul then addresses Timothy more directly: What you
heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching,
with faith and love in Christ Jesus. I did it—now you do
it. Don’'t change the message—repeat it.

Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—
guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

Don’t be ashamed of suffering (verses 8-12)

Since God gives us what we need, do not be ashamed
to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his
prisoner. Most people would be ashamed: Paul was on
death row for telling people that Jesus, not Nero, was
Lord and King. Jesus had been executed as an enemy

of the Empire, and Paul seemed
headed for that, too. Timothy had
helped Paul spread his message.

But join with me in suffering for
the gospel, by the power of God...
You will suffer for doing it, but God
will give you the help you need.

And then Paul reminds Timothy
of what the gospel is, and why he
should preach it: God has saved us
and called us to a holy life—not
because of anything we have done
but because of his own purpose and
grace. The word holy means “set
apart for God.” God not only gives
us eternal life, he tells us that our life
has purpose—we are set apart for
God’s use.

This grace was given us in Christ
Jesus before the beginning of
time, but it has now been revealed
through the appearing of our
Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has
destroyed death and has brought

life and immortality to light through the gospel. Even
before God created us, He knew that we would need a
Saviour, and He forgave us ahead of time.

Although the plan for salvation was in place all along,
people didn't know about it until Christ came. He
defeated our worst enemy, death, and gave us the good
news of eternal life. And of this gospel | was appointed
a herald and an apostle and a teacher. Timothy already
knows Paul’s commission, but Paul says it here because
it applies to Timothy, too. He is passing the baton to
someone who will continue the work. The job is larger
than anyone can do, so part of the job is recruiting,
training, and passing it along to others.

The message is good news, and yet it is not always
accepted as good. That is why [ am suffering as I am.
Yet I am not ashamed, because | know whom [ have

‘Taking it personally
Is there someone for whom 1
[frequently thank God?
JHas God given me a gift that 1
should fan into flame?

Am I embarrassed by the gospel?
Am 1 willing to be embarrassed by
the gospel?

JHow does the [loly Spirit help me

guard the gospel:

4:21).

The “good deposit” is the message
of salvation, and it is preserved with
the help of God’s Spirit. Paul is not
explaining doctrine—he is creating
a motivational message, mixing
commands, personal testimony, and
assurance to help Timothy carry on
without him.

Paul then refers to his own
situation in Rome: You know that
everyone in the province of Asia has
deserted me, including Phygelus
and Hermogenes. These men didn’t
necessarily desert Christ, but they
were afraid to help Paul in his most
recent troubles.

In contrast to them, Paul praises
someone who was not afraid:
May the Lord show mercy to the
household of Onesiphorus, because
he often refreshed me and was not
ashamed of my chains. Onesiphorus
had helped Paul in prison, and now
Paul asks God to help his family.

Was he still alive? We do not know.

On the contrary, when he was in Rome, he searched
hard for me until he found me. This is an example that
Timothy might need to copy when he comes to Paul

May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the
Lord on that day! Did Paul think that he needed to
ask God to show mercy to a loyal worker? No; Paul is
playing on words: Just as Onesiphorus found Paul, Paul
wants him to find mercy. Paul knows that the Lord will
give him mercy, because the Lord is full of mercy, and
it has already been granted, even before time began.
Nothing can change that. 4
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