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editorial

Viewing the food and fuel crises from another perspective

ecent hikes in food and
Rfuel prices have brought

much suffering to millions
around the world because demand
is outstripping supply. In some
countries corn and sugar crops are
being converted to fuel, causing
even more acute shortages. Modern
economies depend on fuel, so high
costs have led to sharp increases in
prices

To ease people’s pain and misery,
some nations are subsidising fuel
and food bills. Even so millions are
finding it hard to cope.

In some countries these crises have
sparked street protests,
strikes and higher
crime rates. People
are being forced to
change lifestyles—for
some, only two meals
a day, for others,
simple meals replacing
gourmet meals. Many
are switching to public
transport, smaller cars
or to motorbikes. Many
are being forced to
take second or even
third jobs resulting
in increased stress. It
can also put strains on
human relationships.

As much as we don'’t
like it, these crises are
here to stay, so we must
learn to cope. Yes, we
must work hard and
manage our finances
wisely, but most important of all if
we are going to survive long-term,
is that we must not lose sight of the
importance of God in our lives.

Life-giving bread

We need physical food to sustain our
physical lives. Our physical lives are
temporary; God offers us eternal life.
His Son told His followers “I am the
bread of life... the bread that comes
down from heaven, which a man
may eat and not die. I am the living
bread that came down from heaven.
If anyone eats of this bread, he will
live forever.”! Again Jesus said “I

tell you the truth, unless you eat the
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flesh of the Son of Man and drink
his blood, you have no life in you.
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks
My blood has eternal life, and I will
raise him up at the last day. For My
flesh is real food and My blood is
real drink... This is the bread that
came down from heaven... he
who feeds on this bread will live
forever.”?

Life-generating spirit

We are spiritually dead because of
our sin.? But if we accept Jesus as
our personal Saviour, God forgives
our sin and gives us eternal life

through the Holy Spirit’. The Spirit
gives us real life.> We can ‘drink’

it and be renewed constantly. It
will never run out like fossil fuel.

It satisfies our deepest human
needs and produces spiritual fruit.
It empowers and equips us to do
things that we cannot otherwise
do. It gives courage, boldness,
wisdom, understanding and zeal.
Life can never be dull with the
Spirit working in our lives.® St. Paul
writes “...if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living
in you, he who raised Christ from
the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through his Spirit,

who lives in you.””

While some governments
partially subsidise food and fuel
bills, God fully subsidises the
life-giving bread and the life-
generating spirit—absolutely free!
All you have to do is to ask! God
paid a tremendous price—the life
of His dear Son Jesus—to make
this fantastic subsidy possible.
Through the Prophet Isaiah God
says “Come, all you who are thirsty,
come to the waters; and you who
have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without
money and without cost. Why
spend money on what
is not bread, and your
labour on what does
not satisfy? Listen,
listen to me, and eat
what is good, and your
soul will delight in the
richest of fare.”®

Abundant life

The surge in food
and fuel prices

has led to much
grumbling and street
protests as people
are forced to alter
their lifestyles. Some
of Jesus’ disciples
also grumbled when
He declared that He
was the life-giving
bread from heaven.’
He preached the
message of salvation
and received different responses.
Some said the message was hard
to understand, so they stopped
listening. By rejecting they chose
to live the mediocre life that their
world offered. Others wanted to
know more, so they followed Jesus
and understood the message of
salvation. They accepted Jesus as
personal Saviour and later received
that gift of eternal life through the
Holy Spirit. Instead of the mediocre
life, they sought the abundant life.
What about you? What choice will
you make?
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What our readers say:

THE PLAIN TRUTH provides me with the
understanding of the meaning and
purpose of life. [ hope the Lord will
bless you and your staff for the good
work. Hope the readership will grow
too.

Roland Foo Fai Teck

Singapore

[ find some of the articles
enlightening and interesting. [ would
like to suggest that THE PLAIN TRUTH
also includes a column on world
current issues and happenings and
how they relate to Bible prophecies.
Yang Chor Chaw

Ipoh

[ find THE PLAIN TRUTH helpful
because of its inspiring stories. Keep
up the good work.

Rosalind Chia

Singapore

Some of THE PLAIN TRUTH articles
interest me a lot.

Poon Tien Sheu

Singapore

THE PLAIN TRUTH is enlightening and
provides deep-driven knowledge in
our faith, and deepens our thoughts
and mindset in cohesiveness
between individuals of us, sinners, so
that we are brought together as one
whole body in Jesus Christ, Himself
a leading model for us to learn and
follow

Martin Eric

Singapore

[ find THE PLAIN TRUTH helpful
because I can know God better.
Lim San San

Singapore

THE PLAIN TRUTH teaches me about
Christian living.

Diana Ho

Singapore

THE PLAIN TRUTH leads me to the right
path.

Daring Selutan

Sipitang

4 The Plain Truth

The articles are well written and
based on bliblical principles,
God’s word. It really helps me in
my spiritual life. Knowing God and

¥ having an intimate relationship

with him is my spiritual goal. THE
PLAIN TRUTH has been one of the
many ways that has helped me in
constant growth in this area.
Bernard Phua

Singapore

[ just read your article “Living a
short-changed life” in THE PLAIN
TrRuTH, April-June 2007 issue and

[ am writing you to express my
gratitude first to God and to you
for writing the article. [ hope many
people will read it and learn the
reasons why we live short-changed
lives. The Gospel clearly tells us
that God loves us and have great
and wonderful plans for us. For this
reason, he sent His Son, who said
that He came that we may have

life and have it more abundantly.
But it is our sins that separate us
from Him so that we cannot know
and experience His love and His
plans for us. Consequently, we reap
what we sow—a short-changed
life. Thanks be to God, He made

a provision by sending His Son

to die for us and pay for our sins.
This is the greatest Good News
that the deceived people of the
world should know. THE PLAIN TRUTH
magazine brings people to Christ.
May God give you more wisdom
and knowledge so that through
your writings many lives will be
changed. God bless you.

Pastor Carlos M. Castro

Senior Pastor

WCG Pampanga Congregation
Philippines

THE PLAIN TRUTH is the best Christian
magazine | ever read and it makes
me and others (Christian or non-
Christian) who read it a better
Christian or better persons and
evangelize a non-Christian reader.
Thank be to God the Mighty.
Robert Seow

Singapore

THE PLAIN TRUTH helps us strengthen
family bonds and develop a better
understanding of each other. It
helps us to understand God better
and those articles that we feel has
touched us, we would read them
aloud to our children. A million
thanks to THE PLAIN TRUTH.

Rene A Colond

Singapore

THE PLAIN TRUTH is a well balanced
Christian magazine which carries
articles about basic Christian
beliefs, doctrines and Christian
lifestyles. It carries also sound
articles which explain scientific
matters in an easily understandable
form. It deals with controversial
issues such as abortion, teen
culture, political realities, in a clear
and forthright manner. May God
bless THE PLAIN TRUTH and keep it
going.

Ambika Dharan

Singapore

THE PLAIN TRUTH provides valuable
reading material.

A Christopher Peter
Seremban

THE PLAIN TRUTH addresses many
common spiritual issues and
topics which we come across and
gives us in depth insight to the
various problems we face in our
daily Christian life. Keep up the
good work and may God bless you
always.

Alfred Chin

Penampang

Although THE PLAIN TRUTH is sent
free of charge, it is not without
cost. Each copy is made possible
by the generosity of others. So we
are very grateful for those readers
who send a donation, and make
it possible for us to continue to
publish the good news of the
Gospel.



Carrying any prayer baggage?

reviously [ talked about
Pfeeling [ had weights on my

ankles as I splashed around
in the pool of prayer. ['ve thrown
off most of them, but some are still
there and others merely weigh less.
The writer of Hebrews said strip off
every weight that slows us down
and hinders our
progress'.

As with so
many biblical
admonitions,
this is more
easily said than
done. Oh yes,
we can “pray
about it.” These
words easily trip
off the tongue.
Saying is one
thing, doing is
another. I've
noticed no
part of spiritual
transformation
is easy.

Some liken
these weights
to baggage.

If you've ever
travelled,
especially with
children, you
know what

it’s like to

drag baggage
through an
airport. As
you're coping
with wheels
that won't stay
straight and
bags falling off
your shoulder,
while your kids
are wanting
the toilet and
food, you say
to yourself, [
should have packed less.

[ don’'t remember packing prayer
baggage, but somehow I have
it. Are you carrying any of these
bags? One might contain, “You
should pray for a certain amount
of time to be effective.” Another

holds, “You must pray in the right
position;” or, “You should use the
right words and ask in the right
way.” Yet another bag is filled with,
“You have to pray according to
God’s will because He does what
He wants anyway.” Even though we
may feel the load is lighter, a little

stubbornly remains at the bottom
of each bag.

Does God have a set of rules
and regulations for prayer—a
list of shoulds? The only real
guidelines in Scripture are the
Lord’s Prayer and a few verses,

by
Tammy Tkach

I Hebrews 12:1

such as Philippians 4:6: “Don’t worry
about anything, instead pray about
everything. Tell God what you need
and thank Him for all He has done”.
Sounds pretty simple. If we are
praying about everything, we won'’t
have time to worry about all the
shoulds we've added to our bags over
the years.

Have you ever
thought, perhaps
we're missing the
point of prayer?
Maybe He just
wants us to enjoy
the pleasure of
His company.

The Westminster
Shorter Catechism
says our purpose
in life is “to glorify
God and enjoy
Him forever.”

One of my
favourite activities
is having tea,
especially when
[ can have it
British style,
with cucumber
sandwiches and
those wonderful
little cream puffs,
profiteroles. I like
to imagine myself
sitting down to
tea with God,
talking about life
and enjoying His
company. When
[ think of prayer
in this way, [ can
leave the baggage
at the door—
there’s no room
for it at the table
anyway—and
simply talk to
Him.

Let’s not make
prayer too complicated. It’s a simple
choice really, to spend time with the
One we love and leave the baggage at
the door. Just remember not to pick it
back up when you finish.
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[s the Holy Sp

s human beings, one of the the Holy Spirit to dwell with the This caused the people around
Aworst forms of suffering that person who chose His ways. Jesus | them to hear utterances spoken in
we can experience is to be promised that the Father would their own languages. This account

left alone. Prisoners in jail who send a Helper, that is, the Spirit of makes it clear that the Helper that
are uncontrollable are often kept truth to dwell with us and also in Jesus was referring to is indeed
in solitary confinement in order to us.! the Holy Spirit. However, receiving
‘break’ them so that they will adhere But wait a minute! Does this the Holy Spirit in such a majestic
to prescribed rules or simply behave mean that we are going to be way as recorded in the Book of
themselves. Children can never possessed and lose our freedom? Acts does not occur today. But that
be alone. They need their parents. by Are we going to lose control of doesn’t make the promise given by
Even orphans need someone to be Devaraj our thoughts and be subject to Jesus regarding the granting of the
with them. Husbands and wives Ramoo God against our will? Not at all! Holy Spirit of any less significance
need each other; friends need each Jesus described the Holy Spirit for us today.
other for support. In fact only a dead as the Helper. In other words, the What would be the immediate
person doesn’t need anyone! In the Holy Spirit of God would act as a consequence of God’s Spirit
same manner one who has sought Comforter, Advocate or Counsellor. | dwelling with us and also in us?
God cannot walk a Godly life alone. Simply put, the Holy Spirit would The Bible tells us that the body in

Jesus knew that His followers help us to do that which is right in which the Spirit dwells becomes
would face insurmountable odds in the sight of God. a temple of the Holy Spirit.? God
a world that does not walk with God. Also, He would be instrumental considers His temple to be Holy.

..God’s, Holy Spirit would cause us to
want to get rid of sinful practices. ‘The Spirit
will act as the Counsellor who advises us to

get rid of evil thoughts and intentions.”

He knew that those who accepted to bring others to an understanding | Nothing unclean or sinful should
Him as their Saviour would have and commitment to God. Does dwell there. No demon has any
to face ridicule, persecution and the Bible have records of anyone place where God’s Spirit dwells.
suffering caused by people and receiving this Holy Spirit? In the Jesus demonstrated physically how
circumstances opposed to the ways book of Acts in the Bible we read highly He regarded the temple of
of God. The Apostles whom He of an event that would be as God in Jerusalem when He drove
chose to preach the gospel after He dramatic as any special effects out all those who were selling
was to be crucified would not be Hollywood movie of today. On the oxen, sheep and doves there. He
able to do anything by their own Day of Pentecost, the followers also scattered the tables of the
strength because the natural mind of Christ were gathered together money changers and angrily told
of man seeks to go its own way. in one place. Suddenly, with them not to make the temple of
Discouragement and a feeling of the sound like a rushing mighty God a place of business.? In the
inadequacy would eventually set in wind, the Holy Spirit descended same manner Jesus expects the
and people who commit their lives to upon each one present there like spiritual temple of God, that is, the
God would come to the conclusion divided tongues of fire. It was to person in whom the Holy Spirit
that following God is too difficult, be a miraculous first outpouring dwells, to be holy. In other words,
impractical and impossible. of the Holy Spirit.? The people God’s Holy Spirit would cause us to
Jesus knew that this would be who received the Spirit began to want to get rid of sinful practices.
the outcome. Therefore, God in His speak with other tongues, that The Spirit will act as the Counsellor
infinite wisdom, decided to send is, languages unfamiliar to them. who advises us to get rid of evil
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irit with you?

thoughts and intentions. The Spirit
will also lead us to repentance,
that is, make us realise the habits
and doings in our lives that are
contrary to God’s ways. We will
want to change ourselves to follow
God. Also in times of trouble we

would receive comfort, courage
and faith that we of ourselves
could never produce. God does
not stay far away from us and
watch us suffer. He stays with us
literally through the Holy Spirit
and takes us through life by giving

us the help we need to overcome
all circumstances. How does one
receive the Holy Spirit today?

The Bible makes it plain that
we need to repent of our sins and
be baptised in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins and

then we will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.” Does this mean that
we will all at once become perfect
like God? Not quite. The change
towards Godliness is a lifelong
process. We still have our own free
will. The Holy Spirit only convicts

us and points us towards change. The
more yielded we are to the guidance
of the Spirit, the closer we are to
God. Our human spiritual condition
can be compared with that of a
cripple. There are places where we
can in no way overcome or manage

by ourselves. Many are plagued by
bad habits, addictions and other
behaviours that are displeasing to
God. In some areas we wouldn’t want
to change even though we know it is
wrong. It is here that the Spirit helps
us and guides us out of captivity

September-November 2008 7



to freedom in God. The challenge
now is whether we are allowing

ourselves to be led by the Holy Spirit.

If we are honest with ourselves, we
will find that there are areas of our
lives where we are resisting God.
Therefore, how can we be led by the
Holy Spirit?

Firstly, let us ask ourselves a simple
question. How would we treat our
spouses or children who live with
us? Do we ignore them, never speak
to them or communicate with them?
Would our children walk past us as
though we did not exist? Would we
not carry out constant conversations
with our family members as they
are with us? Why should it be any
different when God dwells with us
through the Holy Spirit? Therefore
to be led by the Holy Spirit we need
to stay in contact with the Spirit and
that is done by regular and constant
prayer to God.% As we put this into
practice and make it a regular part
of our lives we will realise how
wonderfully the Holy Spirit draws us
to desire talking to God in prayer.
The Holy Spirit links with our own
human spirit to give us an awareness
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of a relationship with the Almighty
such as we would never have
experienced before.

Secondly, to be led by the Holy
Spirit we need to listen to the Spirit.
Believe it or not there is a real two-
way communication between the
Holy Spirit and the human spirit.
Accounts of such communication
can be found throughout the Bible.
The apostle Philip, for example,
was specifically told by the Spirit
to preach the gospel to a eunuch
from Ethiopia who was sitting in his
chariot and trying to understand
the writings of the prophet Isaiah.”
In another instance the Spirit
informed the apostle Peter that
three men were seeking him to
learn about the gospel.® Accounts
such as these, show that the Spirit
is very deeply involved in the lives
of those who seek God. In the same
way the Holy Spirit will tell you
deep within your hearts what you
need to do in your walk with God.
Unfortunately, some misinterpret
every notion and feeling as coming
from the Holy Spirit and come
to wrong conclusions thereby

opening up an avenue for others to
ridicule them.

One sure way of knowing that
the Holy Spirit is leading us is the
noticeable change that occurs in
our behaviour and thinking. As
we listen to the Spirit, we begin
to bear the fruit of the Spirit, that
is, become more filled with love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control.? If these qualities
are not growing in us, we may very
well not be listening to the Spirit.

It is in fact very difficult to explain
about the Holy Spirit through mere
words, He must be experienced!
This wonderful opportunity to
invite God to dwell with us is open
to all human beings through Jesus
Christ the Saviour of mankind. The
gift of the Holy Spirit is far greater
than any physical gift that we may
receive on Earth. It is available to
all who accept Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Saviour. Why should you
be left out?



Eternal blessings

ow thankful we can be for
H what God has given us! We
have physical blessings,
of course, but our most important
blessings are spiritual and eternal.
A few are listed below. It would
take pages to describe them in
detail, but just consider what a
great blessing each of them is:
- Jesus Christ—our Saviour and
Lord
- Jesus’ teachings—the words of
eternal life
- His example of love and
compassion and suffering
- His sacrifice that paid the debt
our sinfulness has incurred
- Jesus’ victory over the power of
sin and Satan, which frees us
from their bondage
- Faith that we are justified in
Jesus and declared righteous
by God
+ The loving God who has
imputed Christ’s righteousness
to us
- The Holy Spirit and the gift of
eternal life
- Assurance of our resurrection
and our reward
+ Our merciful High Priest who
intercedes for us
+ A Judge who is both righteous
and merciful
- God’s love that is greater than
we can imagine

The value of these blessings is
further magnified by the fact that
we experience them throughout
our Christian lives. God never fails
us; He is always near to us, able
and willing to help.

What God has given us is beyond
our ability fully to comprehend!
We do not deserve such blessings,
even for a moment. All we can do
is fall humbly before our generous
God and give Him thanks, such as
Paul did in Ephesians 1:3: “Praise
be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in the heavenly realms with
every spiritual blessing in Christ.”

God chose us in Christ before we
had done any works, either good
or bad. He assigned our destiny

in advance, that we would be His
children, doing His will, praising
Him and His grace (verses 4-6).

It is in Christ Jesus alone that we
have these blessings: redemption,
forgiveness and the knowledge that
it is God’s will to subject all things
to Christ (verses 7-10).

How can we respond to such
grace? What can we give in
response to what God has done
for us? His generosity overwhelms
our ability adequately to respond,
doesn'’t it? All our money, all our
time, all our life, could never even
begin to pay for such grace!

But our prayers are like pleasant
incense to our Father. He enjoys

by
Joseph Tkach

“What can we give in

response to what God

has done for us?

JHis generosity

overwhelms our ability

adequately to respond,
doesn’t it?”

our prayers—that’s something we
can give Him—perhaps a bit like a
thank-you card. What we return to
Him is of far less value than what
He’s given us, but because Christ
lives in us through faith, we love to
do it. Each day, we dedicate time
to give Him some sweet-smelling
praise and thanks, as well as
intercessions for others.

Our prayers should never cease.
Throughout the day, we can
converse with God, to be thankful
for what He has given us; thankful
for the wonderful destiny He has
invited us to, thankful for the sure

hope of salvation that He has given
us in Jesus Christ. Throughout the
day, our lives are dedicated to Him.
We put to death the deeds of the
flesh, live in holiness in the presence
of God, in His service—whether

on our jobs or in our families or in
recreation.

The Gospel of John tells us that the
Father has given us to Jesus Christ.
We belong to Christ; our allegiance
is given to the one who gave Himself
for us. We give Him all that we are.
It's not much, but it is a token of our
love for Him and our thankfulness for
the cleansing, forgiveness, imputed
righteousness, and eternity He has
given us through His Son. Our lives
become a thank-you card. The Holy
Spirit helps us in our hearts, in our
actions and in our words to glorify
God in every way we can.

All our time, all our thoughts—our
whole beings—God has given to
Jesus Christ, but all too often we
try to take some of ourselves back.
How thoroughly are we given to our
Saviour? Are we devoted to Him? We
all fall short, I know, so we can all
improve. We should ask ourselves
some hard questions: Am [ striving
to please Christ or myself? At the end
of each day we should ask: Has this
day been a living sacrifice for the
One who sacrificed Himself for me?
Am [ doing His will, or my own? Am
[ serving His brothers and sisters, or
only myself?

The church is another blessing
that God has given us. He has put
us here where it pleases Him—and
He is pleased to put us where it
is best for us. We are to edify one
another, pray for one another, help
with one another’s burdens. We
are to grow with one another and
learn with one another. And we are
all called to help; we are all fellow-
labourers. We are thankful for your
help and support of the church
and for your generosity in financial
contributions—for helping us preach
and live the gospel of Jesus Christ
so that many more people will
yet experience the unsurpassable
blessings God gives us in Jesus
Christ! 1
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ric Ng is an average man in
Esome ways. He was born in

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and
is the elder of two boys. He is 32
years old, single, works as a front
desk officer, enjoys singing and plays
the piano. Talking with Eric you
soon forget that he has a disability.
He talks naturally and is eloquent.
Only when he gets up to walk with a
cane do we realise that he is blind.
Eric has overcome what could have
been a devastating disability. He
has risen beyond his limitation to
reach out and embrace people less
fortunate than himself and to touch
sighted people with his infectious
enthusiasm, joy and courage. [ had
the privilege of doing an interview
with him recently.

ST: What was the reaction of your
parents when you were born?
[ was born prematurely

and had to be placed in an
incubator for almost 21 days.
My vision was impaired from
breathing in too much of the
incubator oxygen. My parents
were very angry with the
doctor for not acknowledging
his mistake and for lying that
[ was born blind. Somehow
they moved on with their lives.
They kept their sorrows and
sufferings to themselves and
did their best to care for me.

Eric:

ST: How was your primary and
secondary schooling?

[ did my primary 1 in a special
school where [ also learned
Braille. I did well in my studies
and the teacher recommended
me to a special school in Johor
Bahru, where | completed my
primary 2 to 6. It was there
that [ learned independence
and mobility. | obtained good
results for my Primary School
Assessment Exam (also
known as UPSR). I attended
mainstream schooling from
Secondary 1 to 3 in Kuala
Lumpur and continued to
excel in my studies. For my
Secondary 4 and 5, [ went to a

Eric:

10 The Plain Truth
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by
Stefanie Tai

ST:

Eric:

ST:
Eric:

special school. During those
two years, [ was the top
student.

How did you come to know
and accept the Lord?

My parents later embraced
the Christian faith. I followed
them to Church but did not
make any commitment.

The turning point came
when my mother contracted
leukemia. Shortly before

she died, she would quote
several Scriptures to
me—namely, John 3:16 “For
God so loved the world that
He gave His one and only
Son, that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish but
have eternal life”; John 10:
10 “The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy;

[ have come that they may
have life, and have it to the
full”; John 8:12 “I am the
light of the world. Whoever
follows Me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the
light of life”; John 12:46 “I
have come into the world as
a light, so that no one who
believes in Me should stay in
darkness”; and Philippians
4:19 “And my God shall
supply all your needs
according to His glorious
riches in Christ Jesus”. My
parents discovered that |
had talent in music. My mum
encouraged me by saying,
“If God is real to you, you
should serve Him through
music.”

What happened then?

[ went to a music school. The
teacher was also a Christian.
She said she would teach
me on the condition that |
become a Christian. Events
one after another seem to
lead me closer to God. |
believe | was about 16 years
old when [ finally accepted
the Lord and His gift of
salvation.

ST:

Eric:

ST:

Eric:

ST:

Eric:

What did you learn about
yourself and God after
embracing Christianity?

[ learned that God loves me
just as [ am, without sight
and with all my physical
limitations. That God

looked beyond my physical
disability and saw the person
inside me. God showed me
that He loves me for what

[ am and not for what [ am
not—that | may have no sight
but [ do have a brain, plus a
gift and talent in music and
singing.

Encountering God was your
major landmark? What are
other spiritual landmarks in
your life?

Answered prayers. |
authored a prayer to the
Lord: “Lord God Almighty,

if you are true and alive,
answer my prayer. Lord.
want to be a musician for
your Kingdom, and to be the
best pianist and keyboardist
in town. Lord... [ know,

Lord, You are true and a
miracle-working God. It is
not too much for You, Lord
to answer my request”. Yes,
God answered my prayers. |
finally served Him by playing
the piano at the main church
service after my mum went
home to be with the Lord. |
am now a musician for Him.
Without boasting, in the
name of Lord Jesus Christ, |
have achieved my goal. My
mum’s hope and my own
dream became a reality. God
is good. I like to be a full-
time musician, God willing.

Was it difficult to learn to
play the piano? Is there
special software for the
visually impaired?

Yes, there is special software
for that, but it is hard to
follow. Furthermore, you
need money to get good
software. [ still go to music



th, not by sight

ST:

Eric:

ST:

Eric:

ST:

Eric:

school. I am still learning
and improving my skills.

[ am not stopping here
because life is about
learning. My principle in life
is as long we are still alive,
the process of learning will
not end.

How did you become a
front desk officer? Do you
encounter difficult clients?
The Malaysian Association
for the Blind recommended
jobs for me. | have been
working for the past

13 years, and in this
construction firm for three
years. | attend to clients
and answer incoming

and outgoing calls, and
write daily reports on the
messages. In the course

of my work, [ do meet
demanding and rude
clients. [ usually do not let
their behavior affect me.
give my best each day and
handle the clients with love
and patience in the Lord.
The main thing is to love
what you are doing in your
life—as how God loves us,
love yourself and others too.

Describe some of the
hardships you face being
visually impaired.

[ was once taken advantage
of by some one who
befriended me and
disappeared with my cell-
phone at a bus station. [
managed to call a friend
using the public phone and
he recommended me a
local pastor in that area. The
pastor came to fetch me and
even blessed me with a new
cell-phone and some cash to
tide over my hardships.

What advice do you have for
people less fortunate than
you?

[ would share my life
experiences with them and

ST:
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tell them that God always
provides. Sometimes [ get
invited to churches where |
give my personal testimonies
about God’s goodness to

me and how to overcome
problems.

What advice do you have
for sighted people and how
may sighted people make
life much easier for visually
impaired people?

20
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Eric: [ would appreciate it if

they would accept me the
way | am. Sometimes, |
get offended when people
make promises to catch up
with me. But when I call
them, they make excuses.
However, | do understand
that sometimes people

are genuinely busy and
are unable to ‘fit’ me into
their busy schedule. [ have
learned to have a positive
attitude about it and move

H OF |

-

on. But basically, | appreciate
honesty and sincerity, and
hope that my relationships with
sighted people are genuine and
lasting.

ST: Do you feel that being
‘deprived’ of one sense gives
you special ‘insight’ in other
ways?

My heart becomes more open
and sharper in imagining what
is happening and what other
people are encountering.

Eric:

It would be interesting to know
how you perceive concepts
that rely heavily on the sense
of sight. For instance, how do
you consider something to
be beautiful, like a flower or
scenery?

ELAK‘ Eric: By touching and smelling the
flower and imagining it. By
OD’S

listening to others describing
the scenery. Life is beautiful,
anyway.

ST: How would you describe your
outlook in life? Do you ever
feel angry, sad and frustrated
about your condition?

Now and then. Generally,

[ have adopted a positive
attitude towards my condition
because [ know God is in my
life. [ place my life and eyes in
God’s hands. God is good. He
has allowed many challenges
to happen in my life. And from
all the hurdles and challenges,
[ have learned not to give up
and continue to trust God and
walk by faith and not by sight.
As my faith is tested, I learn to
trust in His faithfulness. 1

Eric:
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cover story

Are all religions b

illions believe “it doesn’t love relationship. This is God’s (c) we call each other as
M matter which religion you will for us from the beginning of brothers and sisters.!?

follow” because they say “all time.* There is nothing like this as a
religions lead to the same god.” But concept in any other religion. Christianity is about developing a
Christians hold a different view. Who personal relationship with God as
is right? Calls people to a family well as with one another. Entering

relationship into such a relationship and calling

Christianity is unique In Christianity, God is calling usto | God with endearing terms like

Christianity is uniquely different

from other religions. Jesus Christ, by
the founder of Christianity, taught Dr. P.
doctrines that amazed many but Sellappan

also offended many. There are lots
of differences but here we will list a
few.

Reveals God as Triune God
Christianity reveals God as a

Triune God consisting of three
Persons—Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.! It reveals God as a community
of three Persons where each fully
receives and fully gives, withholding
nothing. They are equal in terms of
their divine being, but different in
terms of function. For example, the
Father is greater (different) than

the Son in terms of function but
equal to the Son in terms of His
being, just as the husband is greater
(different) than his wife in terms of
function but equal in terms of his
being as human. Similarly, the Holy
Spirit is different from the Father
because He proceeds from Him,
but is equal in terms of His being.
All three Persons in the Godhead
are interdependent and are bound
up in a love relationship that can
never be severed. This relationship
distinguishes the Christian God from
all other gods, whether polytheistic
or monotheistic.

Reveals God as love,
approachable and personal
Christianity declares that God is
love, approachable and personal.?
God expresses His love by sending

Jesus to us.? He invites us to come a family relationship where Abba, Friend and Counsellor is
to Him through His Son and develop (a) God calls us as His children;> | foreign to other religions because
a personal relationship with Him. (b) we call God as our Abba they don’t believe that human
His plan is to save us from sin and Father, Jesus as our Elder beings can draw so close to God.
death so that we might live with brother” and Friend,® the Similarly, calling fellow believers
him eternally as His children. He is Holy Spirit as our Helper, brothers and sisters is not very
opening up the window of heaven Comforter and Counsellor;’ common.

so we might enter into God’s own and,

12 The Plain Truth



sically the same?

Based on the living Jesus
Man’s religions are based on

their founder’s teachings, not
themselves as objects of worship.
So their teachings can continue
even after their death. Christianity,
on the other hand, is based

on a living person—the risen

Lord Jesus Christ—and what

He accomplished on the cross,
namely, our redemption from

sin and death.!" Jesus is present
today. He communicates with His
people and listens and answers
their prayers.”” He heals their
infirmities, transforms their lives,

and saves them from sin and death.

For Christians, Jesus is everything®
There is no Christianity if Jesus

is not raised from the dead. This

is clearly not the case in other
religions which are based on their
founders’ teaching, not on the
founders themselves.

Based on historical facts
Christianity is based on historical
facts. The 66 books of the Bible
were written by many different
people coming from many different
backgrounds, time periods and
cultures. But their accounts are

in complete harmony with one

other. This precludes any possibility
of collusion and proves that the
scripture is written under the
inspiration and direction of the Holy
Spirit." Archaeological discoveries
also confirm the accuracy of the
Bible. More than 500 eye-witnesses
confirm that the claims made by
Jesus are all true.”> Many have tried to
disprove the Bible but their attempts
have failed miserably. Thus there is
overwhelming evidence that the Bible
account is true. Hundreds of fulfilled
prophecies attest to the divine origin
of the Bible. There are no similar
claims made in other religions.

Sin is a serious matter
Christianity views sin as a serious
matter because of the curses it
brings. God therefore has decreed
the death penalty for all sin—small
or big!6 Other religions don’t view all
sins so serious as to deserve death
penalty. Some believe they can atone
or cancel their sin by performing acts
of penance or by doing charitable
deeds. Christianity declares that

all have sinned'” and all deserve to
die.!® But it also offers atonement
through Jesus who died for our sin.'?
God is ready to forgive our sins if we
confess them and accept Jesus as our
personal Saviour.2? Other religions
don’t have such teaching. They don’t
have any personal Saviour to atone
for their sins.

Promise of eternal life

Christianity promises eternal life to all
who believe in Jesus.? This promise
is based on God’s word? and does
not depend on the believers works of
righteousness or good behaviour. It
depends solely on Christ’s work—His
birth, death and resurrection. In
other religions, eternal life is not
guaranteed, but depends on how
well believers perform their religious
duties. Christians are promised
eternal life through a resurrection at
the second coming of Jesus.?? They
reject endless cycles of rebirth to
achieve the heavenly state as some
religions teach.
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Salvation is a free gift
Christians believe that salvation

is a free gift. They receive it by
grace (divine favour) through
faith in Christ.?* St. Paul tells “A
man is justified by faith apart from
the deeds of the law.”? In other
religions, believers must perform
various religious duties or do good
works to receive divine favour
from their deities; for example
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they have to work to receive divine
favours. Christians do good works
not to receive divine favours but

in response to favours they have
already received.? They know they
cannot earn salvation by their good
behaviour because no one is really
as good as is God. They cannot fulfil
the command “...be perfect just as
your Father in heaven is perfect.”?”
The Bible tells us that all have
sinned.?® That's why Jesus came and

14 The Plain Truth

died to pay our sins® and give us
His own righteousness® so we
might appear perfect before a holy
God.

God reaches out to us

In Christianity, God initiates

the salvation process.?! He first
reaches out to us and then we
respond to His calling. Scripture
tells us: “For the Son of Man has

come to seek and to save that
which was lost.”32 God’s love is the
reason why He chose to reveal
Himself to us through His Son
Jesus. In religions, believers are
expected to reach out to their gods
to receive blessings.

Exclusive through one Person
The God of the Bible claims that
He alone is God?? and Jesus came
to reveal God.?* Jesus claims that

I Matthew 28:19;
2 Corinthians
13:14

21 John 4:8,16;
Ephesians 2:
13,18;

John 14:21

3 Romans 5:8

4 Ephesians 1:
3-14

He is the only way to salvation.
St. John writes “I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through
Me.”% Similarly, St. Luke writes “It
is by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth... Salvation is found in
no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given to men
by which we must be saved.”¢
While this claim may be politically

incorrect, the Bible is not afraid to
speak the truth.

Inclusive of everyone

While salvation is only possible
through Jesus, all—rich and
poor, male and female, young
and old, black and white, servant
and boss—are invited to become
children of God. Everyone is
included as long as he (or she)
believes in Jesus and confesses



his sin and accepts Him as his
personal Saviour. God forgives
his sin and gives him eternal

life. He gives him the Holy Spirit
which puts him into the Body of
Christ—the Church—so that he
can grow spiritually and become
a mature Christian. Christianity
offers salvation to all who believe
in Christ. As a concept, that belief
is the basis on which salvation

is offered to all, this is unique to
the Christian religion. There is no
other religion which has anything
comparable.

God became Man

Only in Christianity, God
becomes a Man.?” Jesus was God
incarnate—God in the flesh. He
was fully God and fully Man. He
lived a sinless life.?® He shed his
blood on the cross to cover our sin
and has thus become our perfect
High Priest and Mediator to bring
us to God.* This concept—that
God became man in order to
bring man to God—is unique to
Christianity.

God lives within us

The idea of God coming and
dwelling in human beings is
foreign to other religions. In
Christianity, God promises to dwell
in His believers through the person
of the Holy Spirit.*° The Holy Spirit
comforts, encourages, motivates
and strengthens believers in all
their trials. It also helps them to
produce spiritual fruits such as
love, joy, peace, self-control and
contentment.!

No other god

The God of the Bible claims that
He alone is God and there is none
other.*? He declares that all others
are man-made gods—imaginations
of man. That’s why He tells us not
to worship them?? because they
have no power to help or bless us.
He tells that He alone is the source
of all blessings.

Created universe

The God of the Bible claims that
He created the physical universe
through Jesus Christ* as the
basis for human salvation. Other
religions take the view that the
universe came about by some
natural forces and has nothing to
do with human salvation.

Turning the other cheek
The Bible commands Christians

> Romans 8:16; 1

John 3:2
6 Romans 8:15
7 Hebrews 2:12,17
8 John 15:14
9 John 14:26
10 Luke 8:21;

1 Peter 2:17
1] Peter 1:18-21
1211 John 5:14-15;

John 14:14
13 Acts 17:28
14 2 Timothy 3:16
151 Corinthians

15:5-8
16 Genesis 3:3;

Romans 6:23
17 Romans 3:9,23
18 Romans 6:23
19 Ephesians 1:

7;: Hebrews 9:

26-28
20 Acts 3:38
21 John 3:16;

Romans 5:

8-10
222 Corinthians

1:20
231 Corinthians

15
24 Ephesians 2:

8-9
25 Romans 3:28
26 Ephesians 2:

8-10
27 Matthew 5:48
28 Romans 3:23
2 Titus 3:5
30 Romans 3:

21-22
31 Romans 5:8
32 Luke 19:10;

John 10:10
33 Jeremiah 10:

10; Jude 25
34 Revelation 1:

1-2
3 John 14:6;

John 3:16-17
36 Acts 4:12; John

3:36
37 John 1:14;

Philippians 2:7
38 Hebrews 4:15
39 Hebrews 7:

25-27: 9:11-28
40 Acts 3:38; 1

John 4:2
4 Galatians 5:

22-23
42 Isaiah 45:5,

46:9
43 Exodus 20:4-5
44 Colossians 1:16
45 Matthew 5:38
46 John 8:32

to love all people including their
enemies. It commands them to
forgive and pray and do kind
deeds to them. It forbids them

to retaliate or pursue “an eye for
eye and tooth for tooth” policy.*®
Instead, it commands them to turn
the other cheek and rise above the
society around them. It commands
them to become Christ-like. This

type of teaching is foreign to other
religions.

Calendar

Because Christ’s birth is significant,
it is reflected in the universal
Roman calendar which divides
time into B.C. (before Christ’s birth)
and A.D. (after Christ’s birth).

This division of time is significant
because salvation was generally
not available to people before

Christ’s birth but is freely available
after His life, death and resurrection.
This is not so in the case of founders
of other religions.

There are many more differences
between Christianity and other
religions. But the above list is
sufficient to establish that Christianity
is uniquely different.

Make a wise choice

As salvation and eternal life are very
precious, God tells us not to follow
blindly what people say or believe.
He asks us to study the Bible—God’s
revealed word—and discover the
truth. He asks us to believe and
walk in truth so that we could be
freed from sin’s bondage?® and live
a blessed life now and forever in His
kingdom. Now you know this, what
are you going to do about it? 1
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ex was God’s idea! And His

response after creating the

“sexiest” beings on the planet
was that it was very good! Most
men would agree, but not as many
women.

Female circumcision, sexual abuse,
rape and perpetual pregnancy have
not made sexual intimacy the most
desirable experience for millions of
women throughout history. God’s
purpose for sexual intimacy was that

it occur only within a relationship
where the man had committed
himself to leaving others, cleaving
to his wife and becoming one
flesh with her and her alone. God
intended that every woman and man
would agree with him that “sex is
very good!”

Yet, due to human selfishness
things have not worked out that way.
Even in our so-called “liberated”

16 The Plain Truth

Sex, men

and morally “progressive” society,
Oprah Winfrey was shocked to
discover how many tens of millions
of women in North America didn’t
desire or engage in sex after they
had become married or engaged
in a committed relationship. Lack
of energy was certainly partly to
blame in many cases—due to
women trying to maintain both
business and domestic careers.
Attitude of mind, however, remains

a potent reason for lack of libido
in so many women, both Christian
and non-Christian.

It seems that most men desire to
consummate their relationship far
more frequently than their female
partners. Part of the reason is
hormonal, which is God created
(men are not about to suddenly
change—unless some cosmic
crisis radiates male testosterone

by
Roy Page

production out of existence!). But a
far greater reason for the disparity
and resulting tension among so
many couples is relationships, as
Dr. Doug Weiss points out in a
couple of his books on the subject.

The fact is, many married
couples are engaged in an
unspoken “cat and mouse” game
of manipulation: the male desiring
more physical intimacy and trying
to manipulate the female into

granting him his desires, while the
female—feeling manipulated—is
put off by such approaches and
plays avoidance. Often this is done
without those involved facing up
to and discussing what is actually
happening. Eventually tension and
dissatisfaction begin to build which
leads to various other marital
problems that actually camouflage
the real problem.



and God

This seems to be the one area
that couples are not willing or
able to deal with in a mature
manner. There is a lack of open
communication about each other’s
desires to ensure that each other’s
real needs are met. The resulting
increase in pornographic addiction
among men is symptomatic of a
problem within the home. Men
feel sexually unsatisfied and
unfulfiled, women feel inadequate
and betrayed and everybody—
including the children—suffers.

But there are solutions. As Dr.
Weiss writes: “God’s gift to men is
our sexuality. It is a divine gift that
we have from birth to death. Yet,
as men, we are misunderstood
many times because of our God-
given desire to consummate our
marriage regularly... The ability to
connect with your spouse in three
God-given dimensions—spirit,
soul and body—can satisfy you so
profoundly that you do not even
desire sex the next day. Imagine
being that sexually satiated on
a regular basis; that is sexual
success!”!

What man doesn’t desire that
kind of success! Pornography
wouldn’t be a billion-dollar
industry if that were the case for
most married couples.

Women'’s sense of inadequacy
is cemented by the impossibly
beautiful, air-brushed-to-
perfection female images that
we are constantly bombarded
with daily in our multimedia,
Technicolor, consumer-driven
society. But if women understood
how God “put men together”
and men were faithful to God’s
instructions, women would not
have to feel sexually inadequate
or inferior in beauty in their
husband’s eyes whatever their
physical appearance or age:

“Isn’t it just like God to design
something that would make you
totally happy with the wife He
designed for you? This is the
original thought God had in mind
with this process—that as a man
you would obey His word and not

have sex until marriage. Then after
marriage you would start having
sexual releases, just with her. And
when you look at her during a
sexual experience (He advocates
‘lights-on sex!”), wham! You are
glued to her. Over a short period
of time she becomes your only
chemical reinforcement for your

“The ‘very good

sex’ that God wishes

all married couples

to enjoy throughout

their married lives

is the outcome or

product of a

growing intimate

relationship that

needs to be

built consistently

over the years.”

1 Weiss, D. Sex,
Men and God,
p.l

2 jbid, p.16

31 Peter 3:7

sexual experience, and you are
totally happy with her regardless of
her height, weight or proportions”.
[ have directed this article
towards men, although hopefully
women will also read it, because
of what we men are told by the
apostle Peter: “Husbands, in the
same way be considerate as you

live with your wives, and treat them
with respect as the weaker partner
and as heirs with you of the gracious
gift of life, so that nothing will hinder
your prayers”®. Part of the problem
with the scenarios I've described are
identified in this instruction from
Peter, namely lack of due respect
and consideration of male/female
differences, especially in the arena of
sexual intimacy.

[ have found two books by Dr.
Doug Weiss, Intimacy—A 100-day
guide to lasting relationships, and
Sex, Men and God. Dr. Weiss admits
being a previous sex addict who now
enjoys a successful, monogamous
marriage. He is the director of the
Heart to Heart Counselling Center in
Colorado Springs. If the only outcome
of reading this article is to go and
obtain those two books, and you and
your spouse sit down and read them
and begin to apply the principles
outlined, then the purpose for this
article has been fulfiled.

The “very good sex” that God
wishes all married couples to enjoy
throughout their married lives is the
outcome or product of a growing
intimate relationship that needs to be
built consistently over the years. In
Intimacy, Doug Weiss requires three
daily exercises he calls “The three
dailies,” which he believes should
be part of every married couple’s
relationship: praying together, feeling
together and nurturing together. It is
from these that the “very good sex”
that God intends for us to enjoy will
grow.

If you and your spouse are not
enjoying your relationship the way
that it was intended to be enjoyed,
my suggestion to you is to buy these
two books, beginning with the book
on intimacy. Then sit down and read
them together. As you begin to live
out the principles in your lives, may
God’s blessing enrich you, and then
you too can echo God’s sentiments
when He “came up” with the idea of
human sexual intimacy: “That’s very
good.” 1
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Turning despair

od turns despair into destiny.
GOver the last six months, God
has imprinted this on my heart

as an irrevocable truth. [ have just
returned from half a year in South
Africa where [ worked as a volunteer
caregiver in the Botshabelo Babies’
Home, taking care of orphaned and
abandoned babies with HIV.

Botshabelo is a Tswana
word that means “a place to
run to,” and the Covenant Life
Church in Midrand has made
a commitment to parent these
little ones. They have taken up
Christ’s mandate to feed and
tend the poor and orphans,
and to bring the children up in
the way of the Lord.

While at Botshabelo, |
acted as “‘mummy” to about
18 babies. Many people
have asked me if it was not
disheartening or depressing
to be working in such a
“hopeless” situation. “No, not
at all,” [ have been quick to
exclaim.

Yet how can [ make this
statement in light of the
situation? There is not much
hope that they will have the
opportunity to live in a family
with a mother and father. In
addition, many of them are
sentenced to imminently
shortened and less healthy
lives because they are infected
with HIV.

Yet, God is giving those
children hope where once
there was only poverty and
death. Each one of the babies
has horrifying stories of
parents dead through AIDS,
of mothers so poor that they
simply abandoned their baby
to the mercy of whoever
would find him, of parents
prostituting themselves to make a
living. In His great mercy, God has
taken them out of horrible situations
and has surrounded them with godly
people who adore them. Through
His church, God is protecting each
of these children. He is giving them
faith, and godly life patterns, and
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He is showing them that they have
lives of destiny and hope.

On my fourth night in Africa, I
awoke to the sound of a gunshot.
Two men had broken on to the
property. To warn any that would
stop them, they fired several shots,
and proceeded to rob the church’s
office.

In the days that followed,
although many of us, including the
children, felt much fear and anger,
we persistently cried out to God to
see what He had to say about the
matter. He showed us His promise,
“He shall cover you with His
feathers, and under His wings you

into destiny

by
Abbie
Lawrence

1 Psalm 91:4,5

shall take refuge; His truth shall be
your shield and buckler. You shall

not be afraid of the terror by night,
nor of the arrow that flies by day”!

Within only a couple of days,
the children were returned to
sleeping peacefully, without fear-
our merciful Father held them in
His arms.

God gives these children

faith that is far beyond

their years. One day | was
~ # bandaging the skin of
Zanele, a three-year-old boy
who has terrible eczema.
He has to take “special”
baths, and have “special”
cream, and even sometimes
sleeps away from the other
children so that he won't get
any blood on them. As [ was
dressing him, | mentioned
that his skin looked better.
He asked me, “Abbie, who
makes me better?” to which
[ responded, “You know the
answer to that.” He looked
me in the eye and said
firmly, “Jesus makes me
better!” God is part of the
daily lives of each of these
children and with childish
faith, they know that He is
in charge.

[ am sure they wish that
they had just one mummy
and one daddy, instead
of living in a group home.
But, God has given them
a hundred mummies
and daddies who have
committed themselves
to giving these babies a
Christian heritage and
a relationship with the
one who loves them
unconditionally.

When God’s people,

His church, surrender
themselves to fulfilling His will,
God turns a situation of despair
into a situation of destiny. [ saw it
happening in the lives of 18 babies
in South Africa. When we look

to Him and offer ourselves, our
helplessness becomes hope. 1



I have discovered that
the people who believe
most strongly in the
next life do the most
good in the present
one.

C. S. Lewis

The horrible thing
about being spiritually
blind is that you don’t

know that you
cannot see properly,
and you cling to your
way of seeing with a
vengeance. You
defend your darkened
understanding as if it
is the only truth in the
universe. For
to you it is. Anything
else is inconceivable.
C. Baxter Kruger

There is sacredness in
tears. They are not the
mark of weakness, but
of power. They speak
more eloquently than
ten thousand tongues.
They are messengers

of overwhelming grief...

and unspeakable love.
Robert Browning

Now peacemaking is a
divine work. For peace
means reconciliation
and God is the author
of peace and of
reconciliation. It is
hardly surprising,
therefore, that the

particular blessing
which attaches to
peacemakers is that
‘they shall be called
sons of God’. For they
are seeking to do what
their Father has done,
loving people with his
love.
John R. W. Stott

A real friend is one who

walks in when the rest

of the world walks out.
Walter Winchell

We are meant to be
addicted to God, but
we develop secondary
addictions that
temporarily appear to
fix our problem.
Edward Berckman

The pessimist sees
difficulty in every
opportunity. The
optimist sees the
opportunity in every
difficulty.
Winston Churchill

There is no medicine
like hope, no incentive
so great, and no
tonic so powerful
as expectation of
something better
tomorrow.
Orison Marden

Consult not your fears
but your hopes and

Anonymous

Hmm...

L.l

If at First You Don’t Succeed...
Albert Einstein failed his first college exam.

Napoleon Bonaparte finished bottom of his class at military school.
Alexander Graham Bell’s invention the telephone was initially dismissed
as a useless, electronic toy.

The then unknown Beatles were turned down by Decca Records.
A movie executive told a then unknown Fred Astaire that he could not
act and could not sing.
Henry Ford was declared bankrupt five times.

Lucille Ball was asked to leave drama school for being too shy to act.
Thomas Edison carried out over 9,000 separate experiments before
producing a workable light bulb.

Sean Connery worked as a coffin polisher, a male model, a bricklayer,

and a lifeguard, before he made it as an actor.

B

your dreams. Think not
about your frustrations,
but about your
unfulfilled potential.
Concern yourself not
with what you tried and
failed in, but with what
it is still possible for
you to do.
Pope John XXIII

Nothing was ever
changed by people
who cared merely

Today is the tomorrow you worried about

yesterday—and all is well.

Doesn’t expecting the unexpected make the

unexpected become the expected?

How come wrong numbers are never busy?

If you try to fail but succeed,

which have you done?
Is it possible to be totally partial?
What happens if you get scared half

to death twice?

about themselves! The
world was made better
only when ordinary

people like you and me

seriously invested their
lives in the service of
the wider community
and the greater good.

Rob Frost

Churches are places
where pains are
released and wounds
healed.
Qamar Rafiq

To fear death is nothing
other than to think
oneself wise when one
is not. For it is to think
one knows what one
does not know. No one

knows whether death
may not even turn out to
be the greatest blessing
of human beings. And yet
people fear it as if they
knew for certain it is the

greatest evil.
Socrates

I shall not live ‘till I see
God; and when I have
seen Him, I shall never
die.

John Donne

Friendship is the source
of the greatest pleasures,
and without friends
even the most agreeable
pursuits become tedious.
Thomas Aquinas

When we are reading, we often find something that
attracts our interest. It'’s not earth-shattering, or life-
changing. But it’s worth cutting out and keeping, or
sticking on the refrigerator door; or maybe sending

to us for this page!

We invite all our readers to contribute news items,
uotes, or poems, that make you say ‘Hmn'. It could
e in today’s paper, or in a book hundreds of years

old. Try to send the original clipping, or a copy of the

page to:

Hmm... The Plain Truth,

Locked Bag 2002,
41990 Klang,
Selangor,
Malaysia.
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ames reminds us that "God resists

Jthe proud, but gives grace to the
humble.”!
Let’s see now, “the proud”—that’s

those snobby people with prestigious

jobs who live in exquisite homes,
belong to elite clubs, wear flashy
clothing, and usually speak with

an air of superiority. And “the
humble”—well, that’s you and me,
isn't it? Or, perhaps “the humble”

are those people with low self-
esteem who live in small houses and
are quick to say “I'm not good for
anything.”

Well, this pride/humility thing can
be a bit confusing. Actually pride or
humility has nothing to do with jobs,
social status, appearance, clothing,
wealth, ability, or any other human
standard or pecking order.

What is humility?
Jesus explained it well by giving a
parable about two men who were
praying in the temple. One man,
a Pharisee, thanked God that he
was not as bad as other men, not
an extortioner or an adulterer, and
definitely not like the publican who
was also praying in the temple. In
great contrast, the Publican freely
admitted his sinfulness, and asked
God for mercy. Jesus said, “I tell you,
this man (the Publican) went down
to his house justified rather than
the other; for every one that exalts
himself shall be abased; and he that
humbles himself shall be exalted.”?
Humility is an internal quality
and comes from recognising and
admitting our personal helplessness,
sinfulness, and total dependence on
God. God inspired Isaiah to write,
“...but to this man will I look, even
to him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit, and trembles at my word.”?
Here is a key to understanding
humility. A humble person,
according to God’s viewpoint,
respects God’s supreme authority
over his life.

When we are humble we recognise

God’s voice in scripture, we rely on
Him to see us safely through life,

we put God’s will above our own,
and give Him the credit for anything
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Grace to t

good that we may accomplish.
We will not feel superior to other
people.

The “proud”, however, are
the opposite, ignoring God and
walking through life relying on
their own ability and trusting in
their own supposed goodness.
God loves all people, but He
“resists” the proud in the sense
that He won'’t give them His special
blessings until they acknowledge
His supremacy.

What humility is not
Let’s not associate humility with
weakness or limited ability. Moses,
the mighty leader who raised his
staff and fire and hail rained on
Egypt, who raised his arms and
the Red Sea divided, who spoke
and water flowed from a rock, was
described as “humble”. “Now the
man Moses was very humble, more
than all men who were on the
face of the earth.”* He was humble
because he relied on God, listened
to God, believed God, obeyed God
and took no credit for himself.
Let’s note, too, that Moses
continued to act boldly as God’s
chosen leader of the Israelites in
spite of criticism that he “took
too much upon himself.” Being
humble does not require that we
refrain from using our abilities or
God-given responsibilities because
other people may think we are
exalting ourselves. Even in the face
of criticism our focus should be
on serving God and fulfilling any
responsibilities He may have given
us.

Jesus’ example of humility
Jesus Himself didn't follow the
normal human inclinations. “My
food,” said Jesus, “is to do the
will of him who sent me and to
finish his work.”® His desire and
motivation was to serve His Father
in heaven.

Humility may be defined as
yielding to God. Jesus did so
throughout His life, even to His
last breath. He didn’t want to die
through the horrible death of

by
Paul Hailey

crucifixion, but humbly did so,
realising that His death was a vital
part in God’s plan for salvation for
all humanity. “And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to
the point of death, even the death
of the cross.”” In dying, Jesus made
grace available to all who are
humble enough to receive it.

What is grace?
“Grace” is defined in many ways.
It is often used as a broad term
encompassing all of God’s gifts
to mankind. One definition says,
“Divine love and protection
bestowed freely upon mankind.”
Accordingly, grace may include
all that life entails—this beautiful
earth that brings forth all that we
need, and all the comforts and
good things that we enjoy.

A similar broad definition
is simply “divine favour.” And
certainly we experience God’s
favour in many ways; some in our
present life, with more to come in
the future. When Christians speak
of “grace” it is often in reference to
God’s free offer of everlasting life
to all who look to Jesus as their
personal Lord and Saviour. We are
saved by God’s grace. “For by grace
are you saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God; not of works, lest any man
should boast.”®

I'm reminded of an official
letter written and signed by a
government official to one of my
relatives who was the warden of
a large penitentiary. The official
asked him to tell a certain prisoner
that he had been pardoned from
his crime. All the prisoner had to
do was walk the short distance to
the official's headquarters and his
pardon would be handed to him.
What good news! Freedom! No
longer restrained behind cold steel
bars in a small cell, no more tell-
tale prison clothing marking him
as a criminal, no more being told
what to do every hour of the day,
no more being watched by armed
guards, but free to go and live a
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normal life.

Likewise all we have to do is
go to our Saviour and ask for
our pardon, and we, too, will be
released from all that restrains
us—the strongholds of sin and
death and all the related emotional
baggage, guilt and fears. Jesus took
all our guilt to the cross. It is gone.
We are pardoned once and for
all. God’s grace is greater than our
sinfulness.

When Jesus died as a human
being and was later resurrected,
He destroyed the stronghold of
death that holds so many people
in fear and dread. Jesus said He
would reject no one who believed
in Him as Lord and Saviour. “For
my Father’s will is that everyone
who looks to the Son and believed
in him shall have eternal life, and
[ will raise him up at the last day.”®
All He asks is that we acknowledge
Him as Lord and Saviour, love Him,
and serve Him. And it is a joy to
serve Him. His burden is light, and
His blessings are many.

The Old Testament word for
‘grace’ comes from a root word
meaning “to bend or stoop to
an inferior”, implying showing
mercy. The New Testament word
‘grace’ stems from a word meaning
“cheerful, happy, or well-off; to
be joyful, or to rejoice.” Putting
it together, God has shown us
so much mercy that our only
response can be to rejoice.

It is interesting, too, that the
Apostle Paul in writing all of his
13 letters to congregations or
individuals used the following
greeting or a slight variation
thereof: “Grace and peace to you
from God our Father and from the
Lord Jesus Christ.”!° Truly, when
we realise the full meaning of
grace, it gives us peace, a sense
of wholeness and well-being.
Grace and peace do go together,
and they come from our gracious
Father and Lord.

The beautiful thing about grace
is that God made it available long
before we even were aware of it. It
was not an afterthought. It was His

1 James 4:6

2 Luke 18:10-14

3 Isaiah 66:2

4 Numbers 12:3

> Numbers 16:1-3

6 John 4:34

" Philippians 2:8

8 Ephesians 2:8-9

9 John 6:40

10 Romans 1:7

' Romans 5:10

12 Matthew 11:
28,29

131 Peter 5:6

141 Thessalonians
5:28

plan from the very beginning."

Do you want God’s grace?

In humbling ourselves before

Him we come out the winner. But
admittedly, humbly yielding to God
isn’t always easy and doesn’t come
naturally. We simply want to follow

our own inclinations and do our
own thing (normal human pride).
But if we are truly humble we will
accept God’s invitation. He invites
all to come to Him to partake of
His grace.!?

It helps to get to know Jesus. In
doing so we begin to understand
our own lack of righteousness, and

the enormity of God’s grace. Blaise
Pascal said, “Knowing God without
knowing our own wretchedness
makes for pride. Knowing our own
wretchedness without knowing God
makes for despair. Knowing Jesus
Christ strikes the balance, because
He shows us both God and our own

wretchedness.”

God is ready to give grace to you
and [ when we humbly put our lives
into His hands. “Therefore humble
yourselves under the mighty hand of
God, that He may exalt you in due
time.” 13

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you. Amen.”" 0O
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he mark of the beast.
TArmageddon. The Four

Horsemen. 666. Babylon the
great. The seven last plagues. The
bottomless pit. The lake of fire.

These images of terror and

catastrophe from the book of
Revelation have greatly influenced
the popular psyche. Even the
secular press uses images such as
“armageddon” and “four horsemen
of the apocalypse” to describe
calamities in our world.

Misunderstood book

Despite almost 1,900 years of
fascination with the book of
Revelation—A.D. 96 is often
suggested as a date for the book—
John’s letter to the churches in his
care continues to be misunderstood.
And badly misinterpreted.

One popular misconception
is that Revelation has nothing
of importance to say to us. It’s
considered to be merely a bizarre
piece of first-century writing with no
relevance for today.

Another wrong idea is that
Revelation is a codebook describing
a specific outline of history written
in advance. Countless interpreters
have tried to “decode” the book as a
handbook for predicting the end of
the world.

This is not new. About the middle
of the second century, a newly
baptized Christian named Montanus
claimed to have charismatic gifts. He
taught that the church had entered
the final age.

Montanus and his followers
predicted that the end of the world
was near. The new Jerusalem was
about to descend upon the nearby
village of Pepuza, in what is now
Turkey. Montanus and his followers
drew support for such ideas in large
part from the book of Revelation.
Montanus’ influence spread rapidly
and widely among Christians
throughout the Roman world.

But the prophecy of Montanus
failed. By misinterpreting Revelation,
he tarnished the book’s reputation
to the point that some Christians
thought it shouldn’t have been

22 The Plain Truth

accepted into the canon.

The claims of Christian groups
from Montanus to the present—
that Revelation pinpoints the
events, personalities and time
period of “the end”—have all
failed. This should be a caution
for Christians against using the
book of Revelation as a predictive
handbook.

For the church

We miss a lot by not reading
carefully the first chapter of this
magnificent vision. It is clearly a
message from Jesus Christ to His
apostle John to pass on to seven
churches in Asia Minor, in what
is today western Turkey: “On the
Lord’s Day [ was in the Spirit, and
[ heard behind me a loud voice
like a trumpet, which said: ‘Write
on a scroll what you see and
send it to the seven churches:

to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum,
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and
Laodicea’"!

So many people forget that
Revelation is written by a church
pastor to his churches—to
Christians, to those who believe
in and accept Jesus Christ and to
those who are suffering because of
their faith. John is their companion
in suffering (verse 9).

Revelation had life and death
meaning for its first hearers
because it was written specifically
to them. It addressed John’s
brothers and sisters about dire
problems. Some were being
persecuted, tortured and even
beheaded, as clearly indicated in
Revelation 20:4.

These believers needed to be
reminded that ultimate victory in
this world belongs to those who
pledge allegiance to Jesus Christ,
not the emperor in Rome.

So Revelation is written to
Christians who live in an often
brutal world. In that sense, its
message applies to all of us.
Essentially, Revelation says we
must overcome the world rather
than allow it to overcome us?.

By using seven church

by
Paul Kroll

congregations—the number seven
often depicted completion to the
ancients—John suggests that the
spiritual problems and emergencies
facing these churches were to

be considered representative of
Christians throughout the Roman
Empire.

And by extension, these
problems can be seen as threats
that Christians in all places and
ages must confront.

An urgent appeal

The message to the churches was
simple but urgent. Christians in
Asia were being challenged to walk
through life as witnesses to the
truth, even to the point of death.

The church members, though,
were experiencing their own
internal crises, as chapters 2 and
3 make clear. Internal problems
besetting the seven churches
paralleled the spiritual state of a
world in the grip of evil.

John’s vision illustrates the
consequences of the world’s
spiritual failing through judgments
such as the seven last plagues. But
Christians are in danger of facing
these judgments as well.3

Revelation tells the church
exactly how to escape God’s
judgment on the world. The church
must be in the world and deal with
it, but it must not be of the world.

The message of Revelation is
that the church must clean up its
own spiritual house, do something
about its weak spiritual state
and take a stand against state
persecution.

The church must confront the
evil in the world pictured by the
beast and Babylon. When the
church successfully resists the
world’s evil allure (and the devil
behind it), it witnesses to the truth
that God exists and that he rules
over all.

One of the earliest Christian
confessions of faith was, “Jesus is
Lord”.* Revelation was written to
bolster that conviction. It pointed
in visionary and symbolic language
to the “unseen hand” of God. It is
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God, the book insists, who decides
the fate of nations and history.
Indeed, in the book, the
beast and Babylon only attain
significance as opponents of what
Jesus Christ is doing. History
revolves around Him, not the
woman who rides the scarlet-
coloured beast.

Jesus Christ rules

So when John was inspired to
depict the future judgment of the
beast and the tormentors of the
church, it was his way of saying:

God is in charge. Jesus Christ is
Lord and He will, ultimately, bring
His presence to bear on the world.
Revelation’s symbolic portrayal
of judgment on the world is meant
to be a word to the wise as well
as a tremendous encouragement.
The daily struggles and setbacks of
Christians, their battles with faith
and temptations to despair—all of
this must be understood in terms
of the cosmic conflict being fought

1 Revelation 1:
10-11

2 Revelation 3:21

3 Revelation 18:
4-5

4 Romans 10:8,9

5> Revelation 2:
12-13

6 Revelation 3:17

in the heavenly realm.

This world of politics and powers
is only a stage for the acting out of
God’s work of redemption.

Calling all Christians

Revelation answers the question:
Who is Lord? The churches John
wrote to suffered under evil

rulers® and from their own human
failings®. The wicked seemed to
flourish. Why? Where was God

and why hadn’t He rescued His
people? Why be Christian in such a
world? These are the uncertainties

f, N\

Revelation deals with. They are
issues we wonder about as well.
Revelation answers these
questions for us in 2008 as it did
for the church of A.D. 96. The book
insists that, despite appearances
to the contrary, God rules. He will
ultimately end the evil that seems
to hold sway in our world. The
church is to stay focused on the
almighty God, who is the ruler of
the universe, and to the Lamb, who

Jﬂ- 'u'ﬂl' d : ":r-t_lfii

has saved them.

The church may seem powerless on
earth—and it is, of itself. But the slain
Jesus was glorified, and is at the right
hand of the Father, controlling the
world’s destiny.

This Christ is not only Lord of the
world but also Lord and Saviour of
the church.

Faith in God’s sovereignty over
all things—including evil—is the
decisive theme and emphasis of
Revelation. After 1,900 years, it is still
ahead of its time. 1

F

Recommended reading:

- Peterson, E. H. Reversed
Thunder: The Revelation of John
and the Praying Imagination,
Harper, San Francisco, 1988.

- Mounce, R. H. The Book
of Revelation (The New
International Commentary on the
New Testament), Eerdmans, 1977.
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